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Editorial

I must begin by apologising for the unprecedented delay in issuing this newsletter.  As regular readers will know, I resigned the editorship at the last AGM with effect from newsletter 80.  This was issued, with a small contribution from my successor, Dean Spears, in February this year.  Unfortunately, because of an unforeseen increase in Dean’s workload, it has not been possible to complete the handover and I have been temporarily drafted back in.  A second replacement has now been found and, subject to his workload remaining manageable, I will be handing at least the next four newsletters over to Dr Alan J Tilly.
He intends to make a few changes.  Amongst these will be a return to the single column layout that the newsletter had until 1999: as most of our readers get the newsletter electronically, such a layout will make it easier to read it online.  Other changes will include: commissioning special articles of TSUG interest from colleagues and members; greatly reducing length; and - as one way to achieve that - using hyperlinks to our own and other websites, to obviate the need, for example, for hard copy seminar reports.  
One consequence of these proposals is that in order to get full value from the newsletter it will become more important than it is at present for our readers to be able to use the internet.  We would be very grateful for your feedback on these proposals.  Please send them either to me or to Dr Tilly, at the addresses given on page 25 below.
I have made some changes myself in this issue.  In order to save space I have given less detail than usual on some publications, and been much more generous with hyperlinks than in the past.  I also have anticipated Alan in referring you to the TSUG website for some seminar speakers’ presentations, though I have stolen from the seminar flyers a short summary of their arguments. 


Publications
See http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/ for details on all recent transport statistics releases by the DfT.  
	Compendium of motorcycling statistics: 2009 Edition

On 29 October 2009 Transport Statistics, DfT, issued figures covering all types of two-wheeled motor vehicle transport, with the statistics presented in four sections: Motorcyclists (statistics on motorcycle ownership and training); Motorcycles (information about the vehicles and their characteristics); Journeys made (their number, purpose and characteristics); and Motorcycling safety (statistics on road accidents involving motorcycles).  The key findings include:
· In 2008, just under 3% of households had at least one motorcycle, with about 1.3 million licensed motorcycles in Great Britain in 2008
· Of the 105,000 motorcycle tests carried out in 2008/09, 85% were taken by men

· Over a million motorcycles underwent an MOT test in 2008/09.  Of these, 81% passed
· The distance driven by motorcycles in 2008 was 5.1 million vehicle kilometres, down 8% on 2007
· In 2008 the number of deaths or serious injuries involving motorcycles was 1,131 per billion kms driven.  A decade earlier it was 23% higher
· In 2008, of the motorcycle drivers tested following an accident, only 1.4% failed a breathalyser test - significantly lower than the 2.7% rate for road users as a whole.

For queries concerning this publication, email Vehicle.Stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

Public transport statistics bulletin Great Britain: 2009 edition

The DfT published on 29 October National Statistics that showed that:

· Between 2007/08 and 2008/09, passenger journeys on local buses in England are provisionally estimated to have increased by 1.6% to 4,783 million journeys.  This was mainly driven by an increase in bus patronage in London of 2.8% - in the rest of England passenger journeys increased by 0.5%

· Over the same period passenger journeys on trams and light rail systems in England grew by 1.3%

· In 2008/09 local bus operators ran 99.0% of their scheduled mileage, unchanged from 2007/08.  The target for 2010/11 is 99.5%

· Average local bus fares in GB rose by 2% at constant prices between 2007/08 - 2008/09

· The average rating for overall satisfaction for bus services in England was 82, unchanged from 2007/08.  In London the rating was 80 points, an increase of one point over the year

· The upward trend in passenger journeys on the National Rail network continued.  1,274 million passenger journeys were made in 2008/09, an increase of 3% on 2007/08.  Passenger kilometres rose 3.9%, to 50.7 billion

· London Underground passenger kilometres rose 4%, to 8.6 billion in 2008/09 

This publication is available from DfT, Statistics Travel Division, 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR, Tel: 020 7944 4139.

For queries concerning this bulletin, email bus.statistics@dft.gov.uk
Disruptive behaviour on board UK aircraft 2008/09 

Since 1999, UK airlines have reported disruptive behaviour on board aircraft to the UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) on a common reporting basis.  Although membership of the disruptive passenger reporting scheme is voluntary, in 2008/09 95% of passengers flew with a participating airline.  

Each report of disruptive behaviour on board aircraft is assessed by the CAA to determine the level of severity, and classified as either “serious” or “significant”. Serious incidents are those where the safety of an individual or the aircraft was compromised and includes injury to personnel and aircraft diversions.  Significant incidents are those that caused concern but did not cause a major threat to safety.  The disruptive behaviour reported covers a wide range of incidents, such as smoking on-board the aircraft or using mobile phones during flight. 

Interesting findings for the year 2008/9 include:

· The chance of a passenger boarding a flight on which a serious incident took place was 1 in 24,000
· 3,529 reports of disruptive behaviour on board aircraft were received by the CAA.  Of these, 44 were classified as serious and 3,485 as significant.  There were 31 serious and 2,671 significant reports in 2007/08, but comparisons must be treated with caution as reporting methods have changed over time
· There were 796 reports of passengers arguing with crew, 983 reports of passengers disobeying crew, and 106 reports of violence directed towards cabin crew
· No case was reported in which disruptive behaviour contributed to an aviation accident
· 84% of incidents recorded whether the offender was male or female, with 73% of these reports involving male disruptive passengers and 27% female
· The most common age group to be involved in a disruptive passenger incident was the 30-39 age group, with 40-49 the second most common
· 28% of incidents involved general disruptiveness, which might, for example, include noisy or rowdy passengers.  5% of incidents involved the use of a mobile phone or laptop and 3% involved disputes over the stowage of hand luggage.  18% of incidents involved passenger seating, use of seatbelts or passengers refusing to be seated
· 28% of reported incidents involved passengers disobeying cabin crew instructions. 37% of reported incidents involved verbal abuse, of which 76% was directed towards cabin crew, 21% towards passengers and the remainder towards other staff, such as flight crew or security. 

· Alcohol was involved in 37% of incidents and smoking in 21%, most of which involved smoking in the toilet
· 7% of incidents involved violence, more or less equally directed towards staff and passengers.  Alcohol was the most common contributing factor in violent incidents
· The 44 incidents classified as serious most commonly involved alcohol as a contributory factor, followed by conflict with other passengers and illness or suspected mental instability
· In 10% of cases, offenders were offloaded before departure, although in some of these cases the aircraft will have already pushed back from the gate and will therefore have needed to return for the passenger to be offloaded
· Cases where offenders are restrained or aircraft are diverted are classified as serious.  Of the 44 reports classed as serious in 2008/09, 29 involved passengers being restrained and 13 involved aircraft diversions 
For full details, published on 22 October 2009, see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/aviation/db/disruptivebehaviour200809.pdf
International sea passengers: provisional estimates - August 2009
This release, published on 8 October, updates key statistics on passengers arriving and departing Great Britain by ferry.  International sea passenger totals are updated every month via a spreadsheet.  See  http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/passengers/
For more information about the data, surveys and publications email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

Annual figures appear first in the Sea Passenger Bulletin and then, with additional domestic traffic, in the Maritime Statistics Report, Section 3.

Vehicle registration and licensing statistics - August 2009

This release, published on 8 October 2009, updates key statistics on the licensed vehicle stock and new registrations in Great Britain.  For further details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/
Congestion on inter-urban roads

The latest monthly National Statistics on congestion on inter-urban roads in England produced by the DfT were released on 8 October 2009.

Provisional figures for the year ending August 2009 show that average vehicle delay on the slowest 10% of journeys fell to 3.47 from 3.90 minutes per 10 miles since the baseline year ending March 2008, a decrease of 11.0%.  The final figure for the year ending July 2009 is an average vehicle delay of 3.43 minutes per 10 miles, a decrease of 11.9% from the baseline year ending March 2008.  For full details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategicroad5359.
Email: sophie.riley@dft.gsi.gov.uk or telephone +44 (0)20 7944-6392 for further information and queries.

Road freight statistics 2008

The DfT published on 1 October National Statistics on the activity of heavy goods vehicles (over 3.5 tonnes gross weight) during 2008, including foreign vehicle activity in the UK.  Key findings include:

· Freight moved by GB-registered heavy goods vehicles within GB decreased by 6% between 2007 and 2008, from 161 to 152 billion tonne kilometres.  In the same period, GDP rose by 1%
· The amount of freight lifted in 2008 (1,734 million tonnes) was 7% below 2007 (1,869 million tonnes), but 6% higher than 1998
· Articulated vehicles over 33 tonnes gross weight continue to account for an increasing share of all goods moved: 74% of total tonne kilometres in 2008, compared with 66% in 1998
· 50% of all goods were lifted on a trip of 50 kilometres or less in 2008, whilst 4% of goods lifted were carried more than 300 kilometres.  The average length of haul in 2008 was 87 kilometres
· Between 2007 and 2008 the amount of freight lifted by public haulage operators fell by 14% but the freight lifted by own account operators rose by 3%. The percentage of freight moved by own account operators is 32%, the first time since 1991 that this share has been above 30%
· 2,768,000 road goods vehicles of all nationalities travelled to mainland Europe in 2008, 5% less than in 2007 but 38% more than in 1998.  Powered vehicles accounted for 2,060,000 of this total, 3% down on 2007, but 62% up on 1998.  The remaining vehicles were unaccompanied trailers; 709,000 travelled to mainland Europe in 2008, 8% down on 2007 and 4% down on 1998
· 382,000 of these powered vehicles were registered in the UK, 4% less than in 2007 and 30% fewer than in 1998.  UK-registered vehicles accounted for 19% of all powered vehicles in 2008, compared to 43% in 1998
· The majority of powered vehicles use the Dover Straits, either by ferry or Channel Tunnel
· Eurostat data suggests that cabotage accounted for 1.6 billion tonne kilometres in the UK in 2007, with vehicles from the Irish Republic, France and the Netherlands accounting for 63% of this
· In 2008, vans represented 9.5% of all licensed vehicles in Great Britain and accounted for 13.4% of road traffic
· A 2008 survey of van activity showed that vans owned by businesses account for 61% of the registered van fleet in England.  28% of vans are privately owned and 11% are owned by leasing companies.  53% of the distance travelled by vans is primarily for the ‘carriage of equipment’ and 26% is for the ‘delivery/collection of goods’
· At the end of 2008 some 436,000 goods vehicles over 3.5 tonnes were registered in Great Britain.  Of these, 73% were rigids
· The number of goods vehicle operators fell from 111,000 in 1998/99 to 95,000 in 2008/09
· Greenhouse gas emissions from UK road freight transport rose by 4% between 1997 and 2007

· Between 1998 and 2008 there was a 48% reduction in the number of people killed or seriously injured in reported personal injury accidents involving at least one HGV.

Due to operational problems it has not been possible to update all of the information in this publication and currently it is appearing as a web-only document.  See http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/goodsbyroad/roadfreightstatistics2008
A revised version of the Road Freight Statistics bulletin will be released in print form as soon as the information becomes available.

In July 2009, the UK Statistical Authority (UKSA) published its assessment of the Department’s road freight statistics.  The results are available on http://www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk/assessment/assessment-reports/index.html 

DfT would welcome suggestions for changes to the Road Freight Statistics publication that would help to improve its usefulness.  Please contact Stephen Reynolds, Zone 2/29, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR. Tel. 020 7944 3093.  Email stephen.reynolds@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Reported road casualties Great Britain: 2008 - annual report

The DfT published on 24 September National Statistics, based on information about personal injury road accidents reported to the police within 30 days, on the number of people killed and injured on the roads in Great Britain in 2008, with detailed information about accident circumstances, vehicle involvement and the consequent casualties, along with some of the key trends in accidents and casualties. The report also has seven articles containing further analysis on specific topics.  Key results for 2008 include:

· 230,905 casualties of all severities were reported, 7% lower than in 2007.  2,538 people were killed, (down 14%), 26,034 were seriously injured (down 6%) and 202,333 were slightly injured (down 7%)

· The number of fatalities fell for almost all types of road user, with a fall of 12% for car occupants, 11% for pedestrians, 16% for motorcyclists and 15% for pedal cyclists

· Compared with the 1994-98 average baseline, the number of reported killed or seriously injured casualties was 40% lower; the number of children killed or seriously injured was 59% lower; and the slight casualty rate was 36% lower

Drinking and driving

This article explains how drink drive accidents and casualties are defined, followed by a description of the methodology and sources of data used to produce the estimates and to ensure their reliability.   In 2008:
· An estimated 13,020 reported casualties (6% of all road casualties) occurred when someone was driving whilst over the legal alcohol limit
· The provisional number of people estimated to have been killed in drink drive accidents was 430 (17% of all road fatalities), 20 more than in 2007
· The provisional number of killed or seriously injured casualties was 2,060, less than a quarter of the 1980 level and 5% below the 2007 level
· Provisional figures for the number of slight casualties fell 7% since 2007, from 11,850 to 10,970
Contributory factors to road accidents

This article describes the scope and limitations of the contributory factors information recently added to the national road accident reporting system, and presents results from the fourth year of collection, including:

· ‘Failed to look properly’ was the most frequently reported contributory factor, reported in 37% of all accidents reported to the police in 2008.  For fatal accidents the most frequently reported contributory factor was loss of control, which was involved in 32% of fatal accidents
· 14% of accidents had a speed related contributory factor reported, either exceeding the speed limit or travelling too fast for conditions. This rose to 24% for fatal accidents, accounting for 25% of all road deaths.  23% of fatalities in these accidents were of motorcyclists
· Young drivers were more likely to have a speed related contributory factor reported than those over 25, and more than four times as many male drivers had a speed factor reported as female drivers. 41% of male fatalities aged 16-25 were in accidents where a speed factor was reported
Comparing police data on road accidents with other sources

Two articles present results of work to compare police and other sources of data on road accidents. The first discusses sources of data on road accident and casualties and provides a broad estimate of the total number of casualties. The second provides an example of the type of analysis that can be done using the database of individual matched records containing detailed information on accident circumstances of reported accidents from police data and medical consequences from hospital admission data.

· Comparisons with death registrations show that very few, if any, road accident fatalities are not reported to the police; but hospital, survey and compensation claims data all indicate a higher number of non-fatal casualties than are reported to the police

· Our best current estimate, derived from survey data with cross-checking against other data sources, is that the total number of road casualties in Great Britain each year, including those not reported to police, is within the range 680,000 to 920,000 with a central estimate of 800,000 
· Police data on road accidents (STATS19), whilst not perfect, remain the most detailed, complete and reliable single source of information on road casualties in Great Britain, in particular for monitoring trends over time.  However, both hospital and survey data are likely to provide further useful evidence on trends in the future
Two further articles give information on the valuation of accident and casualty costs and an overview of the research programme, including information on some specific studies that provide evidence to inform our understanding of accident causation and road user behaviour.

Reported Road Casualties Great Britain: 2008 - Annual Report is available online.  A book edition can be obtained from TSO Online Bookshop, price £40.00

Public experiences of and attitudes towards rail travel

This report, published by Transport Statistics, DfT, on 24 September, summarises people’s experiences of and attitudes towards rail travel.  It covers the views of both non-users and users of rail.  It considers both short distance rail trips (journeys of 50 miles or less) and long distance trips.  For both short and long distance rail journeys the report examines:

· accessibility to rail services

· the frequency and purpose of rail journeys

· how rail users and non-users rate rail services

· whether recent experiences of rail travel have met expectations

· the features of rail travel that users most value

· reasons why people do not use rail services more often and the improvements people believe would encourage use

· views on ticket types (for short distance journeys)

E-mail rail.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this report.  See the report itself on http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/railways/attitudesrailtravelsep09
Having read the report with interest, I must say that I have sympathy with the two-thirds of respondents who did not have an understanding of the ticket types available to them, quite apart from the 88% who hadn’t noticed that the train fare structure had been simplified last year.  In general, however, it is likely that the Train Operating Companies will be moderately cheered by the findings of the survey.
Maritime statistics 2008

Transport Statistics, DfT, published on 18 September a report containing detailed information on UK ports traffic, with statistics on the UK and world fleet.  See http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/compendium/maritimestatistics2008 

The complete PDF is available, as well as Excel files which also include longer time series where these are available, details of unitised traffic by Port, and additional facilities for users to sort the port level data to their own needs.  Key findings for 2008 include:

· UK ports handled 562 million tonnes (Mt) of freight traffic, 19 million tonnes (3%) less than in 2007, and 6 million tonnes (1%) less than in 1998

· Compared with 2007, inward traffic fell by 11 Mt (3%) to 346 Mt and outward traffic fell by 8 Mt (4%) to 216 Mt.  Since 1998 inward traffic has grown by 13% and outward traffic fallen by 18%

· Liquid bulk traffic accounted for 43% of the total, dry bulks 23.5%, container and roll-on/roll-off (ro-ro) traffic 29%, and other cargo 4.5%

· Liquid bulk traffic was 4% lower than in 2007, and 16% down on 1998.  Dry bulk traffic was marginally lower than in 2007, but 12% up on 1998.  Container and ro-ro traffic was 3% down on 2007, and 23% up on 1998

· The leading ports by tonnage were Grimsby & Immingham (65.3 Mt); London (53.0 Mt); Tees & Hartlepool (45.4 Mt); Southampton (41.0 Mt); and Forth (39.1 Mt) 
· Dover, the leading ro-ro port, handled 2.3 million road goods vehicles and unaccompanied trailer units (3% lower than in 2007).  Felixstowe, the leading container port, handled 1.9 million containers (3.1 million TEU), 6% down on 2007

· International sea passenger journeys fell by 2% to 24.2 million passengers
· Accompanied passenger car traffic fell by 3% to 6.5 million vehicles
· The number of ship arrivals fell by 6% to 131,000
· The UK registered trading fleet increased by 29 to 675 ships. Overall deadweight tonnage totalled 15.0 million tonnes (15% up on 2007)
· The UK registered trading fleet included 133 tankers, 133 ro-ro vessels, 190 container vessels and 37 passenger vessels
· The trading fleet owned by UK companies grew by 9% to 21.3 million deadweight tonnes

· Of the 754 trading vessels owned by UK companies, 169 were tankers accounting for one third of deadweight tonnage.  There were also 140 ro-ro, 104 container and 53 passenger vessels
· World tonnage of trading vessels totalled 1,165 million deadweight tonnes
Maritime Statistics 2008 (ISBN 978-0-11-552906-1) is also available from TSO Online Bookshop for £47.
Email maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk or telephone 020 7944 4131 for queries concerning this report.

Reported road casualties English Local Authority tables: 2008

This web-site based publication presents statistics about personal injury road accidents and their consequent casualties for English Government Office Regions, Counties, Unitary Authorities and Districts.  They are to inform public debate on matters of road safety and partly to provide the basis for determining and monitoring effective road safety policies. This also provides estimates of road casualty rates for individual authorities. Thus, local authorities will be able to monitor their progress against the third Road Safety Strategy target, to reduce the rate of slight casualties by 10% in 2010 compared to the 1994-98 average.  If you want to see the full report, go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtieslatables/roadcasualtieslocal08
For further information contact: Anil Bhagat, DfT, Zone 2/21, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.  Telephone: 020 7944 6595
E-mail: roadacc.stats@dft.gov.uk
Bus and light rail statistics Great Britain: Q2 2009

Transport Statistics, DfT, published on 17 September National Statistics on bus and light rail patronage and bus passenger satisfaction that showed that:
· Nearly 4.9 billion bus and light rail journeys were provisionally estimated to have been made in England in 2008/09, 22.7% more than in 2000/01  and an increase of 3.1% on 2007/08.  Over the same year, passenger journeys increased by 3.1% in London and 3.2% in Metropolitan and non-Metropolitan areas.  In Scotland and Wales, bus and light rail patronage remained largely unchanged between 2007/08 and 2008/09
· In Spring 2009, the average score for overall satisfaction in England was 82 out of 100, the same as the previous quarter’s rating.  Satisfaction with reliability in England also remained the same as in the Spring quarter at 72
· The aspects of their bus journey with which passengers were the least satisfied were reliability and value for money. They were most satisfied with safety and security, and staff service/comfort
This Statistics Bulletin is available from DfT, ST1, Zone 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).  See too http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200910/q22009
Email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this publication.

Provisional port statistics: quarterly results to Q2 2009

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/ports/quarterlyresults/portstatsq209Transport Statistics, DfT, published on 10 September National Statistics on provisional figures for freight traffic at UK major ports for the second quarter of 2009.  These show that for the year to date compared with one year ago total port traffic was 7% down (inward traffic down 8%, outward down 6%); and the number of units handled was down 11%.  See 
For further enquiries about port statistics please phone 020 7944 3087.  For queries concerning this release email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  See also http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/ports/provportstats2008 for the 2008 provisional figures.
Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - Q2 2009

Transport Statistics, DfT, published on 27 August National Statistics on the number of goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe from GB by ferry and through the Channel Tunnel for Quarter 2 2009.  These show that in the second quarter of 2009:

· The total number of goods vehicles travelling from Great Britain to mainland Europe was 590,000, a decrease of 19% from the same quarter in 2008

· Of these goods vehicles 442,000 were powered vehicles, down 18% from Q2 2008, and 148,000 were unaccompanied trailers, down 22%

· Of the powered goods vehicles 20% (89,000) were UK-registered compared with 19% in the second quarter of 2008

· 2.49 million goods vehicles travelled from Great Britain to mainland Europe, a decrease of 14% on the year ending the second quarter of 2008 

· Of these goods vehicles 1.87 million were powered vehicles, down 13% on the corresponding figure for the previous year, and 626,000 were unaccompanied trailers, down 16% 

Revised estimates for unaccompanied trailer figures have been included in this bulletin for all quarters from the second quarter of 2006 to the first quarter of 2009, following the receipt of revised figures for one route.   Minor revisions to powered vehicle figures for the same route are also included for all quarters of 2008 and the first quarter of 2009.  See the report on http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/secroadseur/2009/roroq209
More detailed tables are available on DfT’s website Freight Statistics.  For further information phone 020 7944 3087 or email Maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

National Travel Survey 2008

The recently published National Travel Survey (Department for Transport, 2009) reports that the average distance travelled per person per year has remained relatively stable over the last ten years at around 7,100, but declined slightly in 2008.  Between 1995/97 and 2005 the proportion of households in Great Britain without access to a car fell from 30% to 25% while the proportion with two or more cars increased from 25% to 32%.  Car availability has levelled off since 2005.  Since 1995/97, the proportion of men with a full driving license has remained relatively stable, at around 81% but it has continued to increase among women, from 57% to 65% in 2008.  License holding also continued to grow among older people.

Trips by car (driver and passenger) accounted for 63% of all trips made and almost 80% of distance travelled.

Between 1995/1997 and 2008 the average distance travelled by local bus outside London increased by 8% and the distance travelled by bus in London increased by 61%.  Over the same period, the average distance travelled by surface rail increased by 54%, accounting for 8% of all distance travelled in 2008.

In 2008 commuting and business trips accounted for 19% of all trips made, and represented 28% of all distance travelled. 

On average, women make more trips than men, but men travel much further each year. However the gap is narrowing, since 1996 the average distance travelled as a car driver has fallen by around 10% among men but has increased by over 20% among women.

Just under half of primary school children walked to school in 2008, with a further 43% of children being driven to school. For secondary school children, two fifths of pupils travelled on foot, while a fifth travelled by car and a further fifth used local bus services.

In 2008, 51% of households in the lowest income quintile had no car compared with 11% in the highest income quintile. However, the gap in car availability between high and low income households is narrowing as car ownership increases among low income households.

Overall, 4% of people who were employed said they always worked from home, and a further 16% said it was possible for them to work from home.

[ed: this report was written by Dr Tilly as a sample of the work he would be producing when he took over the newsletter.  To see the full report go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/personal/mainresults/nts2008/]
Reported road casualties in Great Britain: quarterly provisional estimates Q1 2009

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/rcgbq12009This Transport Statistics publication of 6 August 2009 includes National Statistics on road casualties in personal injury road accidents reported to the police in GB for the first quarter of 2009.  For full details see .  For queries on road casualty statistics email roadacc.stats@dft.gov.uk.

Road traffic and congestion in Great Britain: quarter 2 2009

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/traffic/qbtrafficgb/2009/q209This statistical bulletin - published by Transport Statistics on 6 August - includes first release of the following National Statistics: Provisional estimates for road traffic in Great Britain for the second quarter of 2009; and Provisional estimates for inter-urban congestion in England for the year ending June 2009.  It also includes Provisional estimates for congestion in ten major urban areas in England for the quarter ending May 2009.  To see the bulletin in full go to 
The latest provisional figures show a decrease of 1.3% in overall traffic levels between the second quarters of 2008 and 2009.  Between the second quarters of 2008 and 2009:

· Car traffic decreased by 1%
· Light van traffic was unchanged
· Heavy goods vehicle traffic decreased by 9%
· Traffic on motorways decreased by 1%
· Traffic on rural ‘A’ roads decreased by 1%
· Traffic on urban ‘A’ roads decreased by 1%
· Traffic on minor rural roads was unchanged
· Traffic on minor urban roads decreased by 3%
Final estimates, to be published in 2010, are likely to differ slightly from the provisional figures.

This bulletin also includes National Statistics on congestion on motorways and trunk ‘A’ roads in England used to monitor the PSA measure on inter-urban congestion.  Between the CSR07 baseline year ending March 2008 and the year ending June 2009, provisional figures show that average vehicle delay on the slowest 10% of journeys fell from 3.90 to 3.40 minutes per 10 miles.

This bulletin includes a quarterly vehicle journey time series for the ten largest urban areas up to the quarter ending May 2009.  Vehicle journey times are the average journey time per mile for cars, light vans and heavy goods vehicles.  Across the ten urban areas, the average vehicle journey time was 3 minutes 18 seconds per mile in the quarter ending May 2009, 5% less than the quarter ending May 2008, meaning journeys have became quicker over the period.  
More information on congestion can be found at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategicroad5359 
More detailed information about the methodology used for the calculations is published in the Urban      Congestion PSA Indicator Technical Note, published on:
www.dft.gov.uk/about/howthedftworks/psa/spendingreview2004psatargets2 

For queries concerning this publication email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

Air passenger experience: results from CAA survey module 2008

This report, published by Transport Statistics on 16 July, summarises passengers’ experiences at four surveyed airports (Heathrow, Stansted, Manchester and Bristol).  It is based on a module of questions included in the CAA Passenger Survey during 2008.  The report covers passenger satisfaction with the following:

· Check-in

· Flight information

· Facilities

· Public transport links

· Security screening

For queries concerning this report email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  For the full report go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/caasurvey2008
Road statistics 2008: traffic, speeds and congestion

The DfT published on 25 June a statistical bulletin that includes the first release of National Statistics on 2008 Road Traffic in Great Britain, Free Flow Vehicle Speeds in Great Britain, and Traffic Speeds on the Strategic Road Network in England.  It also includes further information about congestion on urban and inter-urban roads.  See the full report on http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/roadstatstsc/roadstats08tsc
Key results include:

· Between 2007 and 2008, total estimated motor vehicle traffic fell by 4.1 billion vehicle kilometres (0.8%) to 508.9 billion vehicle kilometres.  This is the first fall since 1979, but an 11% increase over the decade from 1998
· Car traffic still accounts for the most significant share of the overall traffic, making up 79% of all motor vehicle traffic.  In 2008, car traffic totalled 401.7 billion vehicle kilometres.  This is 0.6% down on 2007, but 8.4% higher than in 1998
· Light van traffic fell for the first time since 1992. Its 68.1 billion vehicle kilometres is a 0.4% decrease from 2007, and a 34% rise since 1998
· In 2008, heavy goods vehicle traffic was estimated to be 28.7 billion vehicle kilometres, a decrease of 2.2% from 2007 and a 3.6% increase from 1998
· In 2008, 28% of traffic was on rural ‘A’ roads, 22% on urban minor roads, 20% on motorways, 16% on urban ‘A’ roads and 14% on rural minor roads
· In 2008, motorways and ‘A’ roads accounted for 0.9% and 12% respectively of the road length in Great Britain.  In contrast, 20% of all traffic was on motorways and 44% on ‘A’ roads
· The minor (‘B’, ‘C’ and unclassified) road length in Great Britain was estimated to be 344,200 kilometres in 2008, amounting to 87% of the total road length.  These roads carried 37% of all traffic
· The reduction in overall traffic in 2008 seems not to have changed average free flow vehicle speeds
· In the ten years from 1998, the percentage of vehicles exceeding the 30 mph speed limit in free flow conditions on built-up roads has dropped for every vehicle type
· On motorways in 2008, 49% of cars exceeded the 70 mph speed limit.  In addition, 15% of cars were recorded as travelling at 80 mph or faster
· Very few heavy goods vehicles exceeded their speed limit of 60 mph on motorways.  However, over 85% of them exceeded the 50 mph speed limit on dual carriageway non-built-up roads and over three-quarters exceeded the 40 mph limit on single carriageway non-built-up roads
· In 2008, over half of all motorcycles travelled faster than the 30 mph speed limit in built-up areas. Half of these (or a quarter of the total) exceeded the speed limit by 5 mph or more
· On motorways the percentage of cars travelling over 70 mph was at its lowest between 7 and 8 am and 5 and 6 pm. The drop in excessive speed at these times is likely to be due to an increase in traffic volumes during the peak periods
· The average traffic speed over the whole network rose from 55.6 mph in 2005 to 55.9 mph in 2008, though speeds on motorways fell by 0.4% 

· The average person journey time in 2007-08 was 4 minutes 8 seconds per mile, 1 second per mile faster than 2006-07.

· Average morning peak speeds on key routes in the ten largest urban areas vary considerably, both geographically and on a day to day basis.  13% of monitored route segments achieve average speeds of 26 miles per hour or faster, and 41% with average speeds of 15 miles per hour or slower
· The morning peak in congestion on the key routes is slightly less pronounced on Fridays than other days in the week.  There is little or no morning peak on weekends or during school holidays
This bulletin is available from DfT, SR2, Zone 3/17, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR; and by phone on +44 (0)20 7944 3095

For queries concerning this bulletin email roadtraff.stats@dft.gov.uk.

Public attitudes to road network performance

This DfT release of 25 June includes statistics on public attitudes towards road network performance based on a survey module included in the Office of National statistics’ Omnibus Survey in January and February 2009.  Figures show that:

· The vast majority of adults who often travel by car has travelled on a motorway as a car driver or passenger at least once in the past 12 months

· Around 18% of motorway drivers said that they drive regularly on a motorway as a driver, i.e. more than twice a week

· The most common reason for travelling on the motorway in the last six months was to visit friends and relatives (63%)

· 83% believed that congestion on both motorways and urban roads was a very serious or serious problem.  This has decreased from 87% in 2007

· 21% said that they experienced road congestion on their most frequent journey (on both motor-ways and urban roads) most or all of the time (a decrease from 24% in 2006/07)
· 20% said that congestion on major routes such as motorways is the worse congestion problem, 80% said that congestion around towns was the worse problem

· 73% believed that it is very or quite important for the government to tackle congestion in relation to its other responsibilities.  This is a decrease from 77% in the 2007 survey

· When asked about recent experiences of motor-way congestion, just over half of the respondents reported ‘not knowing how long a journey will take’ as the worst problem caused by congestion

· When asked what methods they used to avoid congestion, 48% of respondents said that they routinely set out at different times than they would have liked; 32% said that they ‘take a different route/avoid the motorway’; and 5% said that they decided not to make the journey

· When presented with a list of possible solutions for tackling congestion, one in three respondents supported the idea of ‘widening of motorways to 4 lanes each way’.  Around 30% supported ‘opening of the hard shoulder to traffic at busiest times’, and 13% supported ‘adding a lane and charge a toll for it at the busiest times’

· Of the motorway users, 53% said that they were fairly or very willing to use a toll lane in order to make their journey time more predictable

Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this report.  To see the full report go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/attitudesroadnetwork
Public experiences of and attitudes towards bus travel

Transport Statistics published on 18 June a report on public experiences of and attitudes towards bus travel, based on a module of questions included in the Office for National Statistics Opinions (Omnibus) Survey in February 2009.  The key points are as follows:

· Overall, 93% of adults lived within a 13 minute walk of a bus stop.  80% said that their nearest bus stop was within a 13 minute walk, had at least an hourly service and had services to places they would want to go to

· 27% of adults said they used local buses at least once a week, and a further 13% at least monthly

· Good access to bus services was highest in London and in the most deprived areas

· Overall quality was rated fairly highly by users of bus services, with 78% rating services as ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ good.  Only 10% of users rated services as ‘very’ or ‘fairly’ poor

· Nearly a third of non-users felt unable to give an opinion on the overall quality of bus services.  Of those who did, 65% rated the services as good, 19% poor.

· For both groups overall satisfaction was rated more highly in 2009 than in 2007.

· Bus users rated most aspects of service highly. Number of destinations (78% rated good) and frequency of services (76% rated good) were rated most highly by users

· For both users and non-users, the least highly rated aspects of local bus services were cost of fares and availability of information about fares before the start of the journey, with around 50% rating these as poor

· Only 6% of users felt that their recent experiences of bus travel were worse than expected; significantly lower than in 2007 (10%)

· The ease/convenience of car travel was the most often cited main reason for not using buses more often. On-board conditions and concerns about crime were rarely mentioned

· Half of non-users and 26% of those who used a bus less than once a month felt that no improvements could be made to bus services that would encourage them to use buses more often

· A quarter of non-users and nearly 40% of infrequent users felt that many of their short car journeys could be made as easily by bus
· Of various possible measures to increase bus use, those making the use of cars more difficult were more likely to encourage (increased) bus use by infrequent and non-users
· 43% of those who said that they had an illness or disability that limited their activities held a concessionary pass
Results from the 2007 survey can be found on the DfT website.  For the full 2009 survey results go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/attitudesbustravel
Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this report.

UK seafarer statistics: 2008

The latest annual National Statistics on seafarers, issued by the DfT on 18 June, showed that in 2008 about 25,200 UK nationals were seafarers working regularly at sea.  Of these, about two thirds held qualifications related to handling ships or their engines, while the remainder were employed for other duties (e.g. technical or hotel/hospitality staff), or were trainees.  This total was about 2% lower than in 2002, the earliest year for which estimates are available for all groups.  

The number of certificated officers in 2008 was 25% lower than in 1997, after allowing for the expansion in recent years of the certification system for deck and engine officers.

In 2007/8, there were around 880 new entrant officer cadets, the highest number since the current system began in 1999. The latest figures for new starts in 2008/9 are higher again, standing at 960.

In 2008, two thirds of certificated officers were aged over 40.  Based on assumptions about wastage rates, retirement age and cadet intake, the number of UK certificated officers is projected to decline by 39% by 2028, largely due to the high average age of officers currently in employment.

For queries concerning this report email maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk.  For the full report go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/seafarer/ukseafarerstatistics2008
2008 Core accessibility indicators

Transport Statistics, DfT, published on 11 June indicators that provide measures of accessibility by public transport, walking, cycling and car to seven service types: primary schools, secondary schools, further education, GPs, hospitals, food stores and employment.  These indicators have been calculated to help Local Authorities develop their evidence base for their accessibility strategies and in support of two of the 188 National Indicators for Local Authorities (Access to Services and Access to Employment).  Further information about the indicators can be found in the guidance note and the technical report on the Transport Statistics website.  See the full report on http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/ltp/coreaccessindicators2008
The DfT is releasing a revised set of indicators for 2007, utilising an improved methodology as well as improvements to some underlying datasets.  See   http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/ltp/coreaccessindicators2007  

Email subnational.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this publication.

Public experiences of and attitudes towards parking

Transport Statistics released on 21 May statistics on experiences of and attitudes towards parking based on results from the December 2008 Opinions (Omnibus) Survey undertaken by the ONS.  Figures show that:

· 62% of respondents who had moved home in the last 5 years considered the availability of garage/ off street parking to be very or fairly important when choosing somewhere to live.  This includes almost 30% of those living in households without a car
· 48% of all households had access to a garage and 57% to other off-street parking
· 55% of car owning households had access to a garage, whereas 23% used a garage for parking their car over night
· 54% of all respondents said that there were parking restrictions in their local area
· Of those respondents with parking restrictions in their locality, around a quarter said the parking restrictions caused them problems, with almost a fifth saying the restrictions were confusing
· A quarter of car users said that they limited their car use a great deal or to some extent because of the cost (27%) or availability of parking (28%).  35% said that they limited their car use a great deal or to some extent because of the cost of fuel
· Overall, 18% of car drivers said that they had received a parking ticket in the last year.  Among 16 to 34 year-olds the figure was higher at 32%
· 37% of those in receipt of a ticket did not accept that they had parked illegally
· In most instances where the local authority issued a ticket the recipient accepted this without appeal.  In 10% of cases an appeal was made and accepted and in 16% an appeal was made and rejected
Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this report.  For the full report go to http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/parking
Vehicle licensing statistics: 2008

Transport Statistics published on 9 April National Statistics on vehicle licensing and registration in Great Britain.  The full report can be seen at http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/licensing/vehiclelicensingstatistics2008
The key results for 2008 include:

· Overall, there were 34.2 million licensed vehicles registered in Great Britain at the end of the year, an increase of almost 250,000 vehicles, or 0.7%, on the number licensed at the end of 2007.  This is the lowest year on year growth since 1995
· The change in vehicle numbers, however, varied between different types of vehicle with licensed motorcycles increasing in number by 2.2% over the year while the number of licensed heavy goods vehicles reduced by 1.7%

· In addition, 2.7 million vehicles were registered for the first time.  This is a drop of over 300,000 vehicle registrations, or 10.8%, from the previous year and represents the lowest number of new registrations since 1997
· The proportion of new registrations to companies continues to increase, with almost 6 in every 10 cars registered being company owned
· The proportion of cars and light goods vehicles powered by diesel also continues to grow.  A quarter of all licensed cars were diesel propelled, twice the proportion from 10 years previous, while 43% of cars registered for the first time were also fuelled by diesel.  Amongst light goods vehicles, over 90% of the licensed stock and nearly all new registrations were diesel powered
· The average engine size of licensed cars and motorcycles appears to be stabilising.  The mean engine capacity of all cars licensed at the end of 2008 was 1751cc, unchanged from the previous year, while the mean size of licensed motorcycle engines increased by just 0.5%, to 571cc
· Average CO2 emissions from cars have continued to fall.  For cars newly registered in the year they fell by nearly 4% between 2007 and 2008 to an average figure of 158.2 g/km.  In line with this, 1 in every 10 cars registered in 2008 recorded CO2 emissions of less than 120 g/km
· The average age of the vehicle stock also continues to grow.  In 2008, cars licensed in Great Britain had been registered for an average of 7 years each.  In 2007, however, the average car was registered for 6.8 years while in 2003 the average stood at 6.6 years
From June 2009, summary statistics on the number of vehicles registered and licensed in Great Britain have been published on a monthly basis.  They are available by telephone order on +44 (0)20 7944 3077

For queries concerning vehicle licensing statistics email: vehicles.stats@dft.gov.uk 

Sea Passenger Statistics 2008

Transport Statistics http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/passengers/spbulletin/seapassenger2008published on 9 April National Statistics on the UK international and domestic short sea passenger statistics for 2008.  See the report at .  During 2008:

· 22.8 million international sea passenger journeys were made to and from the UK, 3.5% below 2007

· Dover, the largest UK ferry port, handled 13.8 million journeys (3.3% lower than in 2007).  Portsmouth and Holyhead each had about 2 million passengers.  For comparison, there were also 17.7 million passenger journeys through the Channel Tunnel (marginally up on 2007)

· There were 3.4 million domestic passenger journeys (between mainland GB and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man, the Channel Islands and Orkney & Shetland), 6% lower than in 2007

Over the period 1998-2008 international sea passenger journeys to and from the UK fell by 10.4 million (a drop of 31%).  Channel Tunnel passengers decreased by 1.5 million (a drop of 7.6%).

For further details about any of the information in this bulletin, please email: maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

Road Casualties Great Britain: supplementary tables and factsheets

On 2 April the DfT published Child Casualties in Road Accidents: 2007 - Factsheet No.5 - 2009 (148 kb)
Energy and the environment

On 26 March DfT published UK Transport and Climate Change data - Factsheets (467 kb)
E-mail: publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gov.uk for more information about the data, surveys and publications.

Public attitudes towards climate change and the impact of transport

This report, published on 26 February, can be seen at http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/climatechngeandtranport1.  It covers the following issues:

· levels of concern about the environment and climate change

· knowledge about the causes of climate change, including the contribution of transport

· knowledge about the consequences of climate change and views on the potential for behavioural change to reduce the impacts

· levels of support for a range of policy options to reduce transport emissions and the extent to which concern about climate change has the potential to influence travel behaviour

Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this report.


Overseas Travel and Tourism
The latest edition of this publication, covering the second quarter of 2009, can be downloaded from http://www.statistics.gov.uk/downloads/theme_transport/MQ6-Q2-2009.pdf
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Welsh Transport Statistics 2009 – Chapter 6: Personal Travel 

The Welsh Assembly Government is now issuing on the internet individual chapters of ‘Welsh Transport Statistics 2009’.  The latest National Statistics on personal travel were released on 27 October.  The key points from this release are:

· On average around 1,000 trips are made in Wales, per person, per year, with people travelling an average distance of almost 140 miles a week. Approximately seven out of ten trips are made in either a car or a van

· More than four out of five people use a car, van, or minibus as their main mode of travel to work, with a further one in ten people choosing to walk

· More than half of employed respondents who are living in households with an annual gross income of less than £20,800 live within three miles of their place of work

· Walking is the most widely used method of travelling to school, by children aged 5 – 16 with an average trip length of less than three miles

· Within 15 minutes journey time either on foot or by public transport, four out of five households have access to a doctor, nine out of ten have access to a grocer, half have access to a shopping centre, and almost one in five has access to a hospital

· More than half of respondents never travel on a local bus, or use it less than once a year

Contact: 
Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Welsh Transport Statistics 2008
The latest National Statistics produced by the Welsh Assembly Government were published on 30 June 2009.  They show that in Wales:

· The total road length in 2008 was 34,164 km, up 53 km from the previous year, mainly due to an increase in the length of minor surfaced roads

· There were around 118,000 new vehicle registrations during 2007

· 78% of households had access to a motor vehicle in 2006

· There were an estimated 122 million passenger journeys on local bus services in 2007-08

· About 21.9 million rail passenger journeys either started or ended in Wales in 2006-07, an increase of 9% over the previous year.  67% of these journeys were within Wales

· In 2007, there were 8,956 ship arrivals, 1% more than in 2006

· There were around 44,000 aircraft movements at Cardiff International Airport in 2007, 5% more than in 2006

· The total forecasted outturn of direct central government expenditure in 2008-09 was £386.3 million, of which, rail franchise and rail service support accounted for 42%.

See: Welsh Transport Statistics, 2008 
Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 
Scottish Household Survey: Travel Diary 2007/2008

The Scottish Government website published on 11 September 2009 information about travel by adults, including journey purposes and the means of transport used, journey distance and duration, and times of day and days of week on which adults travel.  Go to http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/09/11094846/0 to access the full report.
Key transport statistics August 2009

This website publication of 3 September provides some key figures on Transport in Scotland, with recent trends and comparisons with GB as a whole.  The document is also available in pdf format.  See http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/09/02144744/0 for access to the full report.
Main Transport Trends 2009
This Scottish Government web-only publication of 26 August collates a range of data sources to give figures for 2008 on road vehicles, traffic and road casualties; public transport (bus, rail, air and ferry); personal travel (e.g. driving, walking and cycling; travel to work and school); and freight by all modes.  It includes some comparisons with GB or the UK.  Go to http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/08/26091723/0 for the full report.  Main points include:
· 66% of commuters travelled to work by car/van (60% as a driver; 6% as a passenger), 13% on foot, 12% by bus, 4% by train, 2% cycled and 3% used other modes of transport
· 49% of pupils walked to school, 24% went by bus, and 24% by car

· The number of new vehicles registered in Scotland fell by 14% to 215,000 whilst the total number of vehicles on the roads increased by 2% to 2.69 million - the highest number ever recorded
· The volume of traffic on Scotland’s roads fell by 0.4% in 2008 to just over 44 billion vehicle kilometres - a 14% increase on 1998
· 271 people were killed on Scotland’s roads, 4% less than in 2007.  2,568 were seriously injured in road accidents, an increase of 8%.  There were  15,591 road casualties, 4% fewer than in 2007
· Passenger journeys on ScotRail services increased by 3% in the 2008-09 financial year
· 68% of people aged 17 or over had a full driving licence: 76% of men compared to 60% of women
· There were 24.3 million air terminal passengers in 2008, 0.8 million (3%) less than in the previous year, but still the third highest level ever recorded.
Bus and coach statistics, 2007-08

On 30 March a biennial web-only statistical bulletin presented a range of bus statistics, including DfT Scottish bus operator data, Transport Scotland concessionary bus fare data and further analysis of bus-related data collected by the Scottish Household Survey.  See the Scottish Government Website at www.scotland.gov.uk/stats/bulletins/00728.
The main findings for 2007/8 include:
· Bus passenger journeys rose by 1%
· The distance travelled by Scottish bus and coach services increased by 11%, to 556 million vehicle kms
· Scottish bus fares decreased by 1% in real terms, whereas GB fares increased by 1%
· Total government support to Scottish bus operators amounted to £275 million -  a real term increase of 2% on the previous year

· Concessionary fare reimbursement in Scotland totalled £163 million - a real term increase of 3%
· 12% of respondents used their local bus service regularly

· Respondents who had frequently travelled by bus in the evening were more likely to feel safe from crime than respondents who had not
· ‘Takes too long’ was cited as a common reason for not choosing public transport to travel to work
· Respondents who could not use public transport cited ‘no direct route’ as the most popular reason

· Remote rural areas cited ‘lack of service’ as the most popular reason for not travelling to work by public transport
Further information on Transport and Travel statistics within Scotland can be accessed at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/topics/statistics/browse/Transport-travel 

Contact: Mark Hannan on 0131-244 2056.
Road Casualties Scotland 2007

This March publication (available on the web and in hard copy) gives detailed statistics on road accidents, accident costs, vehicles involved, drivers and riders, drink-drive accidents, casualties, etc.  Go to http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2009/03/20124132 to see the full report.


News

Government consults on new funding distribution for free bus pass 

A consultation on a new distribution of £223m funding for the hugely popular free bus pass that will be fairer for councils was announced by the DfT on 4 November 2009.  Following the extension of the concessionary travel scheme in April 2008 to free off-peak local bus travel anywhere in England, the Government provided additional funding to councils who administer the scheme, taking the total amount spent to around £1 billion every year.  However, following concerns that some councils have received too much money, whereas others not enough, the Department for Transport is re-considering how the money is distributed.  Currently the free bus pass gives 11 million older and disabled people greater freedom and independence.  For more information see http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=408210&SubjectId=36
Extra trains for London commuters 

It was announced on 01 October 2009 that commuters travelling into London from Harrow, Hertfordshire and Buckinghamshire are to benefit from this December from an extra 1,300 seats on five new peak time services.  The improvements represent the second phase of Government plans to increase capacity for rail passengers on the London Midland network which in total will create an additional 2,600 seats during peak commuting times.  London Midland has operated 1,320 extra seats since December 2008.  The changes in December will mean an extra 1,349 seats on top of this.  For the full report go to http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=407190&SubjectId=36
City running proposed for tram-train in South Yorkshire 

Passengers in South Yorkshire could be the first in the UK to take a continental-style tram-train under plans announced on 15 September by the DfT, Northern Rail, Network Rail and South Yorkshire Passenger Transport Executive.  Tram-trains are greener than conventional trains as they use less fuel, and have faster acceleration and deceleration rates, thus offering passengers better journey times. They are also are lighter which may reduce wear and tear on tracks, cutting the need for disruptive maintenance works.  A tram-train is designed to run on both urban light rail networks such as the Sheffield Supertram and conventional ‘heavy’ rail tracks. The trial will assess the environmental benefits, operating costs and technical suitability of the tram-trains as well as testing how popular the vehicles are with passengers.  These are the first steps in a process which could lead to more tram-trains operating throughout the UK.  See http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=406672&SubjectId=36
Nottingham tram extensions 

It was announced on 31 July that extensions to the Nottingham tram (which carried over 10m passengers in 2008) have moved a step closer thanks to £530m of government funding.  The scheme will see two new tram lines - one to Chilwell and Beeston, the other to Clifton.  The extensions will be funded through private finance initiative credits.  This decision will allow Nottingham City Council, the promoters of the scheme, to start the procurement process.  Subject to a successful outcome, construction is scheduled to start in 2011 and open in 2014.  The Government's contribution to the extension scheme is capped at £530.7 million PFI Credits.  In addition, Nottingham CC will fund £149.5million.   For further details see http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=405456&SubjectId=36
£1.1bn investment in rail electrification
The Government announced on 23 July the first big electrification of the rail network since the late 1980s, involving the London to Swansea and Liverpool to Manchester lines in a £1.1bn programme to improve passenger journeys, cut carbon emissions and boost the economy.  Work will start immediately and for Liverpool-Manchester will be completed within four years and for London-Swansea within eight years. Electrification, combined with other improvements to track and signalling, will mean that minimum journey times between Liverpool and Manchester will be reduced from 44 to 30 minutes and between London and Swansea by 19 minutes.  Completing work on these two railways will increase the proportion of electric train journeys in Britain from 60% to 67%.  
The Government will in the coming months consider the case for further electrification.  The electrification programme will pay for itself over the long term through lower train leasing, maintenance and operating costs. Rail electrification is an important part of the Department’s carbon strategy.  Typically an electric train emits between 20% and 35% less carbon per passenger mile than a diesel train.    Electric trains also have zero emissions at the point of use, of particular benefit for air quality in pollution hot spots like city centres.  The electrification of Great Western Main Line now creates the option of extending Crossrail further to Reading.  See http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=405122&SubjectId=36 
A greener future for transport 

Carbon emissions from domestic transport will be reduced by up to 14% over the next decade as a result of the Government's carbon reduction strategy, published on 15 July.  Transport currently makes up 21% of all UK domestic carbon emissions. The strategy entitled 'Low carbon transport: a greener future' sets out the policies and proposals for reducing transport sector emissions through to 2022.  The strategy sets out how an additional 85 million tonnes of CO2 from domestic transport can be saved from 2018-2022 by: supporting a shift to new technologies and fuels; promoting lower carbon choices; and using market mechanisms to encourage the shift to lower carbon transport.  The publication can be found at www.dft.gov.uk/carbonreduction.  See the release at http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=404713&SubjectId=36
Making Britain's roads safer 

Wide-ranging proposals to cut the number of deaths on the roads by a third by 2020 were set out by Road Safety Minister Jim Fitzpatrick on 21 April.  New measures to ensure all roads have the right speed limit and the formation of a new expert panel to investigate road safety are part of ambitious plans to make Britain's roads the safest in the world.  The way people learn to drive and how they are tested is also set for major reform.  For full details go to http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=399115&SubjectId=36
Order confirmed for Derby train builder 

Jobs will be safeguarded at Derby based train builder, Bombardier Transportation UK Ltd, thanks to a new agreement between the Department for Transport and National Express East Anglia, (NXEA), announced on 2 April.  Government funding is being used to allow NXEA to add 188 more carriages to their fleet, of which 120 will be newly built by Bombardier, primarily for use on the Stansted Express route.  The 120 carriages will be owned by owned by Lloyds TSB General Leasing (No.8) and leased to NXEA.  The capital cost of the trains is approximately £155m.  See http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=397598&SubjectId=36
Government endorses plans for high speed rail 

Plans for a crucial transport project, High Speed 2, were officially endorsed by the DfT on 10 March.  Transport Minister Andrew Adonis set out what the Government expects of High Speed Two (HS2), the company created to develop proposals for a new railway line from London to the West Midlands.  The company will report by the end of the year with a proposed route, including outline options for stations for London and the West Midlands. It will provide environmental and economic assessments that will allow public consultation on a preferred route and options to be carried out in 2010.  HS2 will also advise the DfT on the potential to extend high speed services into Greater Manchester, West Yorkshire, the North East and Scotland.  For further details go to http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=395105&SubjectId=36
UK Transport Research Centre 

A centre to revolutionise the future of UK transport industry was announced on 5 March by Transport Minister Andrew Adonis.  The £7.75m programme will be based at Imperial College London, University College London and the University of Leeds, and will draw on scientific experts from across the country.  The UK Transport Research Centre (UKTRC) will undertake long and short-term research on some of the key questions likely to face transport in future, including economic competitiveness; the environment; society; mobility and accessibility; and technology.  Research will include the impact of Government investment in transport infrastructure and its effects on the labour market and the economy.  Other projects will look at ways to improve governance and decision making in the transport system and predict how technological advances in different sectors might affect future transport demand.  Research is expected to start early in 2009.  For more details go to http://nds.coi.gov.uk/clientmicrosite/Content/Detail.aspx?ClientId=202&NewsAreaId=2&ReleaseID=394622&SubjectId=36


Seminar: M42 ATM: monitoring and evaluation

Bob Meekums, Business Stream Leader in Policy and Analysis of Mott MacDonald’s ITS Consultancy, was the speaker at the seminar held in TfL’s Blackfriars Road offices on 22 April 2009.  
Mott MacDonald has been involved in the monitoring and evaluation work of the first 12 months of M42 Active Traffic Management.  Bob Meekums’ talk covered an overview of the ATM system; the approach used in the analysis; the results produced for the 12 month report; the monitoring and evaluation of Birmingham Box ATM, Phases 1 and 2; and some aspects of Through Junction Running and other issues, including Managed Motorways schemes.  See the presentation at www.tsug.org.uk where you will find the necessary context for the following lightly edited note on the Q&A session provided for me by a pseudonymous author from Defra (masquerading as m281464, though I suspect the culprit is Alison Hill).

Q: What does the term ‘controlled motorways’ mean?  How does it differ from ATM?

Bob Meekums: It was a term given to management of the M25, which involved mandatory speed limits across three lanes.  It didn’t involve use of the hard-shoulder.

Q: Why are Friday traffic patterns different?

Bob Meekums: Friday morning flows are low, but 11am – 5pm flows are significantly increased.  The pattern is peculiar to the Birmingham Box area.  There may be many explanations: people set off for longer journeys early in the day (early start to the weekend), people finishing the working day earlier, etc.  The journey times across the week were sufficiently different to require separate analysis: Monday - Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday - Friday

Q: Why, with increasing flows, are the average speeds northbound increasing, and southbound decreasing?

Bob Meekums: The results are indicative and there’s a need for further analysis.  This is part of a model prediction for 2016.

Q: Is the PRISM model new?
Bob Meekums: It’s been developed over the last 4-5 years and incorporates the effects of business growth and other economic factors to predict traffic patterns.

Q: Isn’t the hard-shoulder built to a different, weaker, specification compared with the other lanes.  If that’s the case what impact does the increased traffic have on the hard-shoulder?

Bob Meekums: There are various standards for hard-shoulders across the Highways Agency estate.  Where reinforcement is required this has to be factored in to the ATM planning and costings.

Q: Are the response times for emergency vehicles longer?  How do the emergency services deal with incidents when they only have partial access to the hard-shoulder?

Bob Meekums: There hasn’t yet been an accident that has been so severe that it’s blocked all 4 lanes.  If necessary the emergency services can be brought in against the flow by closing down the other side of the motorway as required.

Q: Are discussion groups worthwhile?

Bob Meekums: The evaluation has benefitted from using a mix of approaches to getting information on the impacts and benefits.  Using primary and secondary data along with consultation responses gives a more rounded picture.

Q: Do you use floating vehicle data?

Bob Meekums: The penetration levels aren’t yet sufficient for a study such as this.

Q: What are the benefits in terms of time savings in relation to the installation and operating costs?  What’s the rate of return?

Bob Meekums: That study is being done, but not by Mott MacDonald.  The Highways Agency would be the ones to ask.  ATM compares very favourably against the cost of widening the same section of motorway.  The capital investment is around a fifth.

Q: But the capacity for increased flows is also less, isn’t it?

Bob Meekums: That’s difficult to say as the limits of ATM capacity haven’t been tested.

Two Qs: Does the comparison factor in the running costs for control rooms?  Surely there’s a need for skilled CCTV operators?

Is the efficiency of ATM dependent on the skills of camera control room staff?

Bob Meekums: Once the hard-shoulder is opened under ATM the thresholds are automated; they’re not dependent on staff monitoring.  It’s a semi-automated system.  That means the costs are not as high as you might imagine, in terms of skilled operators.

Q: Does the system automatically pick up accidents?

Bob Meekums: It picks up the back of a queue.  As there are lots of cameras along ATM sections an accident will be identified pretty quickly.

Q: What are the views of people who use the hard-shoulder? 

Bob Meekums: The consultation groups looked at this and found that people appreciated the smoothed speeds: there is less stop-start driving and they can just follow the vehicle in front on ATM sections.  Once people had used ATM their views were more positive: people who hadn’t used it were uncertain of the benefits.  Even where journey times are longer the reliability has been well received.  People prefer to know how long their journey will take.

Q: Is there a standard for noise monitoring?  How can you make comparisons?

Bob Meekums: There is a Department for Transport agreed standard and detectors are placed at certain locations for before after comparisons.  Factors such as wind, airplanes, foliage etc. are all considered.

Q: How will the ‘running through’ of the hard-shoulder be handled in terms of safety?  

Bob Meekums: There will be far greater interaction between vehicles: there will be conflict points.  These are being looked at and the ‘stop-line’ on the slip road will be brought further up.  There is the potential for people on the hard-shoulder to move out in advance of a junction in the same way people do on regular 3-lane motorways.  It seems to work on the nearest comparison, which is the M25.

Go to www.highways.gov.uk/atm for more information.
Q&A on Ramp Metering
Q: This appears to be the Highways Agency spreading its authority down to the next level of the local authority network.  

Bob Meekums: Ramp metering is being done on a partnership basis, which is adequate for now.  The Department for Transport is encouraging cooperation between the Highways Agency and local authorities.  

Comment from the floor: This project is more about integrated working and ensuring information is shared between both the HA and local authorities for mutual advantage in dealing with incidents and events.

Seminar: Geographical Information Systems (GIS) in Transport Planning
There were four speakers at the TSUG seminar held in TfL’s Blackfriars Road offices on 17 June.
Simon Morgan, Managing Director, Buchanan Computing gave a talk on GIS applications in traffic safety and speed management.  Despite being available for over 20 years, GIS has yet to become the medium of choice for all users of transport and other location-based data.  It tends to remain a technical tool understood only by a small number of specialists.  In his talk he examined what is needed to enable GIS to become mainstream, particularly looking at specialist packages that sit on top of standard GIS to make it more accessible.  He used as an example the dissemination of road collision data, used by almost every member of a traffic and highway engineering department, but frequently provided to them by safety specialists at the expense of their own vital work.  He also discussed the use of GIS in recent work for TfL on collating and analysing London's speed limit data and assigning it to the ITN road network.  This has resulted in the Intelligent Speed Adaptation trials currently in the news.
Robert Spriggs, Associate Director, Colin Buchanan, talked about the use of digital data in the transport planning process.  Traditional four-stage simulation modelling processes have tended to use aggregated data.  However many of the current requirements of the transport planning process require a finer level of detailed analysis -  for example, accessibility assessments,  wayfinding,  activity based modelling and behavioural modelling, etc.  Fortunately, advances in data collection methods coupled with greater computing power mean that an approach to analysis at a much more disaggregated level is both possible and relatively painless.  Robert examined the data sources that are available to practitioners and how they could be applied to current day transport planning questions; the procedures required to ensure success of a project; and some of the challenges that are typically faced.  He presented several case studies to demonstrate the application of digital data sources.
Finally, Martin Wedderburn and Thomas Payne of Colin Buchanan talked about identifying barriers to pedestrian movement across the Transport for London Road Network (TLRN).  They described how GIS was used to identify locations on the TLRN where pedestrian demand was calculated to be high compared with the current provision of pedestrian crossing facilities.  By comparing various datasets on the local population and land use with the number and type of pedestrian crossings, priorities for investment were identified.

For full sets of presentation material please visit the TSUG website at www.tsug.org.uk.
I am again indebted to Alison Hill for the following lightly edited note on the Q&A sessions.
Q: How do you physically gather information?

Simon Morgan: We surveyed areas ‘on foot’ and also by driving around recording positions with respect to local landmarks.  We now use video and GPS whilst driving around.

Q: What’s the coverage of the Integrated Transport Network?

Simon Morgan: Mainland Britain.

Q: Does the ITN provide information on speed limits?

Simon Morgan: Buchanan Computing is a licensed data supplier to Ordnance Survey so they could add these data, but haven’t yet done so.  BC has developed its own application.  There’s a national data schema planned for the whole country and DfT are conducting two pilots.  This schema is likely to be at the local authority level and not an OS product.

Q: What happens to unique topographical object identifier (TOID) values when changes are made to a feature?

Simon Morgan: The Ordnance Survey convention is used.  The TOID is retained on both sides but flagged so that the changes are logged.

Q: Can aerial photography be used to bypass the copyright on the ITN?

Simon Morgan: TOIDs can be freely used so long as users clarify the position of copyright with OS.  There are two other road centre line applications available.

Q: Is it possible to track changes in the system, e.g. changes to road speeds?

Simon Morgan: The system has an audit trail built in so changes can be tracked through.

Q: Is there a national repository for data on public transport?  Such as accessibility, ticket prices, bus fares, journey costs, and not just on the time taken?

Robert Spriggs: There are standardised data which are used for Transport Direct and Traveline, but these are not yet publicly available.

Q: Which aspects of a journey are taken into account?  All, including walking to a bus stop and the bus journey itself?

Robert Spriggs All, but they are optimised.  For example, the constraints and availability of buses for people needing to get to hospital by a particular time.

Comment from audience: These tools need to be used with caution because the reality for users may be different.  The system may take into account different user needs, but the options available may be constrained.

Q: When conducting the benefit-cost ratio of the two sites did you weight the pedestrian and driver values of time differently?

Martin Wedderburn: We used the guidance in the Transport for London manual for this.  There’s a higher value of pedestrian time ascribed.  The manual gives more information.  
The perception of barriers is reduced if the pedestrian doesn’t have to change level, but the classification of a footbridge needs to be looked at.

Q: What’s the situation on the Intellectual Property Rights for publicly funded projects: who owns the data?  Where’s the value for money for the DfT and the taxpayer?

Martin Wedderburn: The tool is given to Transport to London if they are the owner of the IPR.

Q: Is the data directory shared between TfL and the DfT?

Martin Wedderburn: Sourcing data does take time and money, so there is a need for a data repository.
Robert Spriggs: There’s potential for greater access if data were made available on the web.  It’s frustrating when you’re trying to build up datasets and access is restricted.

Nina Webster, TfL and TSUG committee: Data sharing is common across TfL and the Data Survey team helps with data accessibility.

DfT representative: The Road Safety Time-bank is a dissemination tool being created as part of a DfT sponsored project.  It should be available in September 2009.

TfL representative: Making large datasets available for external use is very time consuming and an addition to analysts’ day jobs.  It is recognised as a need and more is being done to make data available.

Seminar: Statistics of Investment in Transport Infrastructure: collection, comparison and policy uses 
Peter Norgate, our Chairman, has kindly supplied me with the following lightly edited note of the seminar held in TfL’s Blackfriars Road offices on 15 July.

Infrastructure investment is made by a great variety of bodies, public and private, national, regional and local.  Investment and physical measures are often collated by different organisations.  The resulting data pose a complex task for statisticians to create a summary picture, portray trends, and ensure comparability.  The impact of expenditure on transport performance is also only visible at one remove.  The seminar portrayed how UK, EU, OECD data are collected, organised and used.  

Dorothy Anderson, from DfT, began by talking about Government expenditure on transport:
· Transport Statistics are difficult within government as transport is not part of ONS.

· Government expenditure in 2007/08 was £20.7b – £9.6b capital and £11.2b current (national roads £3.2b, local roads £5.1b, local PT £3.2b, rail £8.2b and other £1.0b)

· this excludes ports and airports (private sector) and cost of capital

· this excludes vehicle excise and fuel duty but includes public sector car parking revenue

· funding is included whether or not the actual spend is in the current year

· key source is HMT Public Expenditure Statistical Analysis

· issues include: Crossrail (3rd party funding), Metronet and franchises (public sector)
· rail is complex!!

· £1.5b Government Grant, £4.5b Direct Support, £0.1b other, £0.3b PTE – rest LUL?? (Grant includes the net franchise support, Support includes LCR and NR grants)

· money-go-round – £600m additional Network Grant offset by TOCs and therefore HMG

· negative costs 1994/95 to 1996/97 due to rail privatisation (sales)

 

Q (Kit Mitchell): why do historic figures change?
Dorothy Anderson: generally due to policy or accounting changes

Q (Kit Mitchell): are roads PFI payments included? 
Dorothy Anderson: generally as capital investment
Q (June Burnham): how are funds allocated between public and private sector?  
Dorothy Anderson: this is driven by controlling authority

Q (Mario Barretto, ITF): why is cost of capital excluded? 
Dorothy Anderson: generally not accounted by HMG

Q (Simon Lister): how do transport expenditure statistics compare with other UK sectors? 
Dorothy Anderson: all sectors have unique problems! 

Mario Barretto from the International Transport Forum then spoke about ITF’s experience. 
· ITF has 20 years of data, historically collected every 20 years but currently annually

· ITF has 52 member states with a response rate in 2007 of 78%

· the questionnaire and database uses the EIB and EC definitions

· database can be viewed at http://www.internationlatransportforum.org/statistics/statistics.html
· data processing requires exchange rates and constant price deflators

· problems: definition inconsistencies, private sector investment/maintenance, urban roads

Q (James Woods): why not use purchasing power parities?  
Mario Barretto: this is under consideration by OEDC but ppp not available for land/water comparators

Q (Derek Palmer, JMP): who uses the database?  
Mario Barretto: academics, consultants and governments primarily 

Q (Nico Dekker, RSC): does the English questionnaire cause problems?

Mario Barretto: interpretation is challenging and results in ITF following-up some responses

Q (Richard Butchart): it is important that assumptions and notes are made available to users

Mario Barretto the glossary explains the key terms but ITF will review

Q (Chris Buck, SYPTE): there are peculiarities is local systems and definitions

Mario Barretto: ITF is exploring translating the glossary and questionnaire into other languages

Q (Kit Mitchell): can the full database be retained on the web?  
Mario Barretto: full access will be maintained even with data query tool

Q (Simon Lister): can there be common definitions? 
Mario Barretto: there are standards within EU but ITF has other member states 

Jari Kauppila (International Transport Forum) took over to talk about “Investment in Transport Infrastructure: trends and policy issues”.
· W Europe invests about 0.8% GDP in transport (with little variation between 1995-2007)

· C Europe has increased investment from 1.0% to nearly 2.0%

· USA invests about 0.6% GDP (but there is no information since 2003)

· UK follows the W Europe trend (but varies cyclically +0.1%) 

· the growth in C Europe and Russian Federation reflects historic under investment

· rail share is about 30% in W Europe and only 17% in C Europe (dropping from 30%)

· UK rail investment is above the W Europe average since 2001 (50% in 2007)

· PPP projects have increased from $13b in 1900 (50% transport) to $114b (15%) in 1996 to only $49b (6%) in 2003

· what are the policy implications? investment is not a "beauty parade"

· there is no guidance on how efficient or effective investment has been

· ITF does not collect value of assets, regional investment or private sector investment
· overall there is a shortage of reliable, timely, policy relevant and comparable information

Q (Chris Buck, SYPTE): is the information capital only?

Jari Kauppila: presentation includes both capital and maintenance investment

Q (Nico Dekker, RSC): is there any correlation between investment and GDP? 

Jari Kauppila: this has not been studied by ITF but assessment generally now include WEBs

Q (Richard Campbell, DfT): what are ITF's priorities in data collection? 

Jari Kauppila: improving the timeliness of information

Q (James Woods): is there inconsistency between long-term investment returns and short-term political policy? 
Jari Kauppila: sadly yes!

Q (June Burnham): return from maintenance can be high but not politically attractive 

Jari Kauppila: CBA should provide guidance to investors on optimal return for money

Q (Simon Lister): should climate change be considered in investment? 

Jari Kauppila: CBA should justify investment but there are limited post project reviews  

Finally, Hugo Poelman (EU DG Regional Policy) talked about transport indicators for Europe's Regions.
· DG regional Policy provides economic and quantitative analysis based on REGIOgis 

· transport indicators links to Cohesion Policy (economic convergence, competitiveness)

· critical is access to sub-national regional data which is relatively weak
· analysis undertaken on efficiency of major roads between urban agglomerations

· W Europe speeds > 90kph whereas C Europe < 60 kph

· W Europe CBD less than 15 minutes from motorway whereas C Europe > 60 minutes
· congestion variability relatively low (e.g. Belgium weekday is 99½%-97½% of freeflow)
· analysis undertaken on accessibility to airports (including intensity of flights)
· comparisons of multi-modal access to be developed 
· 16.1m population within 90 minutes of Charles de Gaul by road and 21.6 with rail
· data issues: inconsistent year available and precision of network vary by country

Q (Chris Buck, SYPTE): can the airport access analysis be developed? 

Hugo Poelman: currently only includes fastest rail journeys and not frequency

Q (Jari Kauppila, ITF): should service reliability be included in the access analysis? 

Hugo Poelman: yes, but there is difficulty in accessing data sources

Q (Richard Campbell, DfT): UK has undertaken similar analysis for UK airports

Q (Richard Butchart): regional data leads to confidentiality problems 

Hugo Poelman: it is normally possible to obtain data for specific policy study BUT not for general research

Q (Robin Whittaker): should mathematical based accessibility indices be used? 

Hugo Poelman: possibly - but this is not within the GIS research (part of regional policy)

Q (Simon Lister): can the research be used for policy development?

Hugo Poelman: yes, but only for regional policy as aggregation is too coarse for local investments 

Seminar: Reducing road freight – the experience

Richard Butchart has kindly provided me with the following account of the seminar held in DfT HQ, Great Minster House, on 23 September 2009.
Before opening the seminar proper, John Dickson-Simpson the chairman gave the floor to Stephen Reynolds briefly. Stephen is the DfT statistician dealing with road freight statistics.  The recently published Assessment report by the UK Statistics Authority on Statistics on Road Freight confirmed their National Statistics status subject to a number of recommendations.  One of these recommendations was that more could be done to consult proactively about plans for the future, and Stephen invited anyone interested to contact him.

John then introduced Rene Falch Olesen, the Road Division Managing Director of the multimodal company, DSV, to talk about Environment and the Economy.   Rene first explored the size of DSV.  In terms of turnover, it ranks fourth in Europe behind DHL, Schenker and Kuhne and Nagel with a budgeted turnover for 2009 of around €6bn.  In the UK, it has 1,100 staff out of a group total of 24,000. The operation is asset light. It has 9,000 leased trailers and 1,500 trucks but no ships and no aircraft. The group makes good use of subcontractors for the haulage work.

DSV’s environmental performance showed that the use of pre Euro III trucks had dropped to about 10% in 2008, with Euro V trucks making up around 25% of the total.  Euro III trucks were still the largest component of the fleet.  Recent figures showed a significant fall in CO2 emissions but some of this was incidental to the fall in traffic caused by the downturn in the economy.  However, DSV had implemented a programme to train drivers to improve their skills to reduce fuel consumption.  This had been very successful in achieving its aims, especially with the high cost of fuel.

Looking at the possibility for the use of other modes, the key issues were:

· The environment

· Speed

· Security/safety in transit

· Trackability

· Price

Road normally meets the overall objectives best when short distances are involved.  As for longer distances, a combination of road/ship or road/rail meets the objectives better. However, for rail in the UK, the gauge limitation on the UK system was a major problem as it was difficult if not impossible for rail to handle DSV’s trailers. While the use of containers was possible, there were problems in the UK in that many consignees were not set up to handle them. Their whole operation is based on receiving goods on trailers.

Rene explored co-modal use with an example of a trip from Istanbul to Leeds.  The first option was to use containers weekly a transit time of 13 days in all. Here the big problem was the capacity of containers to carry the sort of loads involved.  The second option was to use road trailers daily, transit time 8 days end to end with the problems of trailer capacity as well as driver fatigue.  A third option was rail ship road using containers with 2 to 3 trips per week and a transit time of 11-15 days.  A final option was ship-road-rail-ship-road operating daily with a transit time of 10-11 days using trailers.  In his view, high volume shippers would use either option 1 or 2.  Clearly, the environmental benefits of co-modal operation were outweighed by the slower transit times, the lack of trackability, safety and higher costs.  With the other options, there was also a problem of backloads. DSV’s vehicles currently average only 27 miles empty on round trips.

Rene believed that there was little scope for co-modal operation in the UK but there were better prospects on the Continent.  In the future, it was clear that the truck makers were going to improve the performance of their vehicles so that rail would have to follow suit to match such changes.

Freight consolidation

Alan Lewis, a Director of Transport and Travel Research (TTR) began by explaining that his company was small in comparison to DSV.  His presentation would concentrate on the experience with freight consolidation in the UK.  Bristol, Heathrow and Norwich among others provided examples of how and how not to undertake freight consolidation.  The basic principal behind the concept was the grouping of a number of small loads into a much smaller number of full loads for delivery to the final customer.  Pallet networks, Regional Distribution Centres were systems where such concepts had already been put into commercial practice.

Why would such a system be adopted?

· To slow the growth in vehicle Kms and tonne Kms

· To ease the pressure on road space in urban environments

· Conflicts between suppliers for use of facilities

· Environmental and social benefits

· The impact of a consolidation centre were

· Reduction in trips/mileage

· Possibility of night time trunking operations

· Shorter urban delivery legs resulting in lower costs

· Reverse logistics

· Use of clean vehicle for the final distribution legs.

There were three main beneficiaries from consolidation: Retailers, public authorities and the distribution industry.  The general public would also feel some benefit.

For retailers, the stock arrives in good condition at more predictable times.  Waste can also be removed. Much of this happens now.  For the distribution industry, the benefits are more satisfied customers, better access, more predictable journey times, fair enforcement and lower costs.  For the public authority, there is a more vibrant economy, better air quality and less congestion.  Alan outlined how these had played in a number of examples in the UK.

· In Bristol, there had been a strong consensus in Broadmead because of the problems being experienced. The outcome was a drop of 4,000 less vehicle kms per month and therefore less pollution. There was a better service at store level and there was the possibility of extending the concept to non retail businesses.
· In contrast, at Heathrow, the concept was imposed by BAA because of the need for better security at the airport as well as the need to reduce traffic to a minimum. The outcome was 60% less journeys on the central Heathrow site. There was good delivery accuracy and less waste on the site.
· In Norwich, only the local authority thought there was a problem and there was little interest among retailers and consequently zero impact and very low uptake.
· In Meadowhall in Sheffield, the concept was designed in from the outset with a retail centre to provide stock to the stores. This also enabled a lower cost design for the retail outlets with less space allocated to storage and delivery access.

The experience in Europe was mixed. Where the system had been adopted, around 30% fewer journeys had been recorded.  However, implementation required strict regulation.  New systems are being established, with Lucca in Italy a recent example.  In contrast, many of the pioneering German systems had been closed.

As far as the economics of such systems goes, there was little consensus on payment for the systems or even how to capture the benefits.  The business case needs to be developed for each development or city. Was it a more cost effective approach?  In many cases, there was a need for some external stimulus. For example, the imposition of road user charges, the LEZ and other measures in London could be a basis for the development of such a system.  However, there was a need to beware of unintended consequences.

In conclusion, this was a subject with strong strategic interest.  There are barriers and it may need a degree of compulsion to make progress.  It is vital that common systems should be developed.

London Freight Plan

The last short presentation was given by Bashir Khan from the Freight Unit of TFL.  He outlined the basic concepts behind the London Freight Plan.  In essence these were the need to reduce the need for transport and to make it safe and sustainable.  One part of this was the freight operator recognition scheme where membership provides some benefits.

Discussion

A wide ranging discussion followed looking at a range of issues about how to develop more consolidation centres.  It was felt that centres serving the construction industry were the most likely to take with a number of examples already in operation.  The main problem was the capture and allocation of the benefits.  At the moment, there was a lack of openness and maybe the need for a regulated market. Would planning conditions be a possible tool?



Dates for your diary

Our planned programme for the Winter of 2009 and the Spring and Summer of 2010 is given below.  
	10 Dec 2009
	AGM + Sustainability and transport at DfT HQ, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR

	20 Jan 2010
	Reviving railways at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

	17 Feb 2010
	Accessibility and travel planning at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

	17 Mar 2010
	Active travel & health at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ.  

	21 Apr 2010
	Monitoring and appraisal. Location to be confirmed. 

	19 May 2010
	Eurostat & UK Statistics Authority at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

	16 Jun 2010
	LTP3.  Location to be confirmed.

	14 Jul 2010
	Encouraging cycling.  Location to be confirmed.


Topics and dates are subject to the availability of speakers and may change.  We will keep our website (www.tsug.org.uk) updated with all the latest information.


Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 82 to:

Dr Alan J Tilly

Environment Department

Hampshire County Council
The Castle

Winchester

Hampshire SO23 0UD  

Tel: 01962 846851  

Email: alan.tilly@hants.gov.uk
For at least the next two months I shall also myself still be available to take comments on past newsletters and suggestions for future ones at the following address:
James Woods
43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: lisandjames@googlemail.com
Appendix: Future statistical publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next 6 months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.  
2009

5 Nov   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - September 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk      

5 Nov   Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q3 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

5 Nov  Reported Road Casualties in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates: Q2 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Nov   International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - September 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Nov   Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom: 2008

An annual report.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Nov   Maritime Statistics Factsheet

An annual report.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Nov  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - September 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

26 Nov   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Provisional Estimates Q3 2009

A quarterly statistical release.  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

26 Nov   Public Transport Statistics Bulletin GB: 2009 Edition Supplement

An annual bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

26 Nov   Transport Statistics Great Britain: 2009 Edition

An annual report.  For further information email publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

3 Dec   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - October 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

3 Dec   Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion: 2009

An annual bulletin.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

3 Dec   MOT Test Evasion 2009

An ad-hoc release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

10 Dec  Provisional Port Statistics: Q3 2009

A quarterly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

10 Dec  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - October 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

10 Dec  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - October 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

17 Dec  Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Q3 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

17 Dec  Air passenger experience: Results from CAA survey module Q1 and Q2 2009 

An ad hoc report (not National Statistics).  For further information email aviation.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

17 Dec  Road Conditions in England: 2008

An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadmaintenance.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

2010

14 Jan  Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - November 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

14 Jan  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - November 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk       

14 Jan  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - November 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jan P    Public attitudes towards climate change and the impact of transport
An ad hoc  report (not National Statistics).  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

4 Feb   Reported Road Casualties in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates: Q3 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

4 Feb   Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q4 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

4 Feb  Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - December 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Feb  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - December 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Feb  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - December 2009

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Feb  Sea Passenger Bulletin 2009 

An annual bulletin.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Feb P    Transport Trends: 2009 Edition

An annual bulletin.  For further information email publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

4 Mar    Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - January 2010

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Mar  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: 2009

An annual bulletin (includes Q4 2009).  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Mar  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - January 2010

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Mar  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - January 2010 

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk   

11 Mar   Provisional Port Statistics: Q4 2009

A quarterly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

18 Mar   Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Q4 2009

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk    

1 Apr  Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - February 2010

A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

8 Apr  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional figures - February 2010

A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

8 Apr  Vehicle registration and licensing statistics Great Britain - February 2010 

A monthly release.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Apr P   Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2009

An annual bulletin.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Apr P   Public attitudes towards road congestion

An ad hoc report (not National Statistics).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

* * *

Below is a schedule of future publications to be produced by the Scottish Government.
2009

9 Nov  Household Transport in Scotland, 2008
Further analysis of Scottish Household Survey transport data (headline figures published in August), including travel to work/school, car accessibility, public transport use & accessibility and attitudes to walking & cycling.
23 Nov  Reported Road Casualties Scotland 2008

Final road accident and casualty statistics, updating provisional figures published in June. Presents detailed analyses and includes estimates of drink driving casualties and accident costs.

Dec  Scottish Transport Statistics

Compendium publication presenting a range of transport statistics covering: the road network and traffic, bus and coach travel, freight, road accidents, rail, air & water transport and personal & cross modal travel.
2010

Date to be confirmed  Travel by Scottish residents - some National Travel Survey results for 2006/2007 and earlier years
For more information on all the above please contact Carol Ann Munn on 0131 244 7254 or email transtat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
* * *
Finally, below is a schedule of publications to be produced by the Welsh Assembly. 
2009
5 Nov  Road Casualties, Quarter 2 2009 (provisional) 

1 Dec  Road Casualties: Drinking and Driving, 2008 

8 Dec  Young Drivers (aged 24 and under) involved in Motorised Vehicle Accidents, 2008 

10 Dec  Road Conditions, 2008 

15 Dec  Motorcycle User Casualties, 2008

2010

Jan  Road Casualties, Quarter 2 2009 (provisional) 

4 Feb  Road Casualties, Quarter 3 2009 (provisional) 

Jun Road Casualties, 2009 
Go to http://wales.gov.uk/topics/statistics/due/due-theme/trans/?lang=en for up-to-date news about forth-coming transport, travel and tourism publications.
TSUG  NEWS
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