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Editorial

This is my final newsletter as editor.  At the age of 70, and having been editor for 22 years, I am passing the reins to a younger and more dynamic man, Dean Spears, who has contributed to this edition.  Currently he is Deputy Head of Corporate Sustainability, Culture & Environment, London Borough of Camden, and has a background in both transport and engineering.  He will bring a youthful vigour, intelligence and enthusiasm to the role.  I believe he will retain the strengths of the existing publication and address its many weaknesses.  I now look forward to reading future newsletters instead of writing them!
James Woods


Publications
See http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/ for details on all recent transport statistics releases by the DfT. 

Public experiences of and attitudes to air travel

This report, published by DfT on 30 October 2008, summarises people’s experiences of and attitudes towards air travel.  It is primarily based on the Office for National Statistics’ Omnibus Survey of May 2008, and covers the following issues:

· The frequency and purpose of air travel and anticipated changes to air travel levels in the future
· How people travel to airports

· How passengers rate their experiences at airports

· Public attitudes towards air travel, particularly in relation to airport expansion and the environmental consequences of air travel; and

· expressed willingness to pay more for air travel to reflect environmental harms

Amongst the key findings were:
· 50% of adults had flown at least once in the last 12 months.  23% of adults had made one flight; 11% two flights; and 16% three or more flights. These are in line with the 2006 Omnibus survey
· 22% of respondents anticipated making more air trips in the coming year than during the previous year; 12% anticipated making fewer trips.  57% of those who anticipated fewer or the same number of trips said they would like to make more air trips if they could
· The most common reasons for anticipating fewer flights were changes in personal circumstances (27%), the overall cost of travel/holidays (20%), and ‘flights are expensive’ (16%).  Only 1% of respondents mentioned environmental concerns as a reason for reducing trips
· Most aspects of service quality were rated highly by air passengers.  89% were satisfied with the timeliness of their flight; 89% with the flight information provided; 86% with their experience on board the plane; 86% with check-in; 80% with security screening; 78% with collection baggage on arrival; and 72% with the cost of their flight; but only 62% were satisfied with the number of destinations served by their nearest airport
· 13% of air travellers said they had travelled by public transport on their last trip to a UK airport
· 81% of all adults agreed that “developers should be required to improve transport links if they are given permission to expand an airport”
· 66% of adults agreed that air travel harms the environment, slightly lower than the 70% who agreed in the 2006 survey 

· 74% of respondents accepted that people have a right to travel by plane as much as they like.  This is significantly lower than the 79% who agreed in the 2006 survey.  However, when asked if this should be the case if air travel harmed the environment, only 25% of adults agreed

· 56% of adults agreed with the statement that ‘in order to reduce the impact of aviation on climate change we should limit the expansion of airports’
· 64% of respondents who believed air travel to be harmful to the environment agreed in principle with a small increase in air fares to reflect environmental impacts; but only 42% of air travellers expressed a willingness to pay more for air travel to reflect the environmental impacts, including 29% who said they would be willing to pay an additional 20% on the price of a ticket.  In 2006, 50% expressed willingness to pay more, with 35% saying they would pay an additional 20%
· 21% of air travellers said that they would not be willing to pay any additional charge even though they believed air travel harmed the environment, while 35% did not believe or were unsure if air travel caused environmental harm
· 40% of adults said they would personally support the expansion of their local airport; 27% said they would oppose this
· The most commonly mentioned advantages of local airport expansion were increased job opportunities (mentioned by 35%) and improved local economy (26%)
· The most commonly mentioned disadvantages were more noise from flights (38%), pollution (34%) and more congestion on roads (34%)
· More generally, 48% of respondents supported the building of new terminals and runways for economic reasons; 28% were opposed to this. 

· 60% of respondents believed that airport expansion should be limited in order to protect the local environment; 16% disagreed with this
· 22% of adults both supported airport expansion for economic reasons and felt that this should be limited on environmental grounds
Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for any queries concerning this report; and for details of it see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/trsnstatsatt/
Road Casualties English Local Authority Tables: 2007
The DfT published on 6 November 2008 a web-site based publication presenting statistics about personal injury road accidents and their consequent casualties.  These statistics are to inform public debate on matters of road safety and partly to provide the basis for determining and monitoring effective road safety policies.  This also provides estimates of road casualty rates for individual authorities.  Thus, local authorities will be able to monitor their progress against the third Road Safety Strategy target - to reduce the rate of slight casualties by 10% in 2010 compared to the 1994 to 1998 average.

The credible monitoring of targeted reductions requires that data be reported consistently and accurately.  Local and national government, and local police forces, work closely to achieve a common reporting standard.  A complex devolved reporting system such as that operated in Great Britain will never produce perfect results, but high standards are achieved.  Research conducted in the 1990s has shown that many non-fatal injury accidents are not reported to the police.  In addition some casualties reported to the police are not recorded and the severity of injury tends to be underestimated.  The Department is undertaking further research to investigate whether the level of under-reporting has changed.  A more detailed note on the levels of reporting can be found at: Road accident statistics in Great Britain: Levels of reporting.

Further information can be obtained from: Dawn Frost, Department for Transport, Zone 3/19 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.  Telephone: 020 7944 6642
E-mail: roadacc.stats@dft.gov.uk
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/casualtieslatables/roadcasualtieslocal07  gives details. 

Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom: 2007
These latest annual National Statistics, issued by the DfT on 13 November 2008, show that:

· Traffic on UK domestic waters accounted for 5% (126 million tonnes) of all goods lifted in the UK, and 20% (51 billion tonne-kilometres) of all goods moved in 2007
· Over the decade to 2007, goods lifted on UK waters fell by 11%, and goods moved increased by 6%, but there were fluctuations during the period.  In 2007, goods lifted on UK waters were at the same level as 2006 and goods moved fell by 2%
· Of the goods moved on UK domestic waters in 2007, 68% was traffic around the coast; 30% one-port traffic (to or from offshore installations, or dredged materials); and 3% inland waters traffic

· Since 2000, when a more accurate distinction between coastwise and one-port traffic was intro-duced, coastwise traffic has fallen by 5%.  In 2007, coastwise traffic rose by 6% compared with 2006
· In the decade since 1997, goods moved on inland waters have fallen by 11%.  In 2007, however, this traffic increased by 4% compared to 2006
· One-port traffic has fallen by 49% since 2000. Traffic for 2007 was 18% lower than in 2006
· Crude petroleum and petroleum products were the largest type of cargo moved, accounting for 72% of all waterborne freight moved

· The River Thames was the busiest of the major inland waterways, with 0.82 billion tonne-kilometres of goods moved (48% of the inland waters total, and 1.6% of all waterborne traffic)

This publication is available free of charge from the Transport Statistics website at www.dft.gov.uk, or from: Department for Transport, Maritime Statistics Branch, Zone 2/29 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.  Tel: 020 7944 3087

Email: maritime.stats@dft.gov.uk for any queries concerning this publication.  For details see: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/maritime/waterborne/waterbornefreight2007 

Public Transport Statistics Bulletin GB: 2008 Edition Supplement

The DfT published on 20 November 2008 provisional National Statistics on Local Authority provision of parking badges to disabled people and institutions in England.  The key points are as follows:

· The number of parking badges (‘blue badges’) on issue to disabled people and institutions in England increased by 1% to 2.33 million over the period 31 March 2007 to 31 March 2008
· In 2008, there were 46 badges on issue per 1,000 people compared to 35 per 1,000 ten years earlier

· At 31 March 2008, 62% of blue badges were on issue at Local Authorities’ discretion
· The number of badges on issue to institutions such as elderly care homes fell by 7% over the year to 31 March.  The proportion of all badges issued that are allocated to institutions has been declining gradually in the last ten years, from 1.5% in 1998 to 1.1% in 2008

The Supplement to the Public Transport Bulletin typically includes statistics on bus operators’ revenue and costs derived from the Department’s annual PSV surveys.  These statistics will be published in Spring 2009, following a methodological review of the imputation and estimation methods.

Email bus.statistics@dft.gov.uk  for any queries concerning this bulletin.  For details see: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/annualbulletins/publictranssup08 

Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - Q3 2008

The DfT published on 27 November 2008 National Statistics that showed that during the third quarter of 2008: 

· 695,000 goods vehicles travelled from Great Britain to mainland Europe, a decrease of 3% on the same quarter in 2007
· Of these 511,000 were powered vehicles, down  4% from the third quarter 2007, and 185,000 were unaccompanied trailers, down 2%
· 20% of powered goods vehicles (101,000) were UK-registered, the same percentage as in quarter three of 2007 

More detailed tables are available on DfT’s website.  Email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this bulletin.

Transport Statistics Great Britain: 2008 edition
This major publication brings together the full range of transport statistics and provides an accurate and comprehensive picture of transport patronage in Great Britain.  Its electronic data tables are on the web in PDF and EXCEL formats, enabling users to manipulate the information to produce further tables or charts.  These can be found by searching through Statistics (data, tables and publications) 

The web version of TSGB 2008 was released on 27 November 2008 and can be downloaded in PDF format. The hard copy, released in December 2008, can be purchased from TSO for £36.

Over the next 12 months TSGB will be updated on the website at regular intervals.  For details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/tsgb/2008edition 

Download a free version
Congestion on urban roads: 2007-08

These latest provisional official statistics, published by the DfT on 4 December 2008, show that across 10 urban areas, the average person journey time in 2007-08 was 4 minutes 10 seconds per mile, similar to 2006-07, and 6 seconds per mile (2.2%) faster when compared to the baseline.  Six out of the ten urban areas experienced a decrease in congestion, as measured by person journey times.  In aggregate, the number of person miles travelled decreased by 3.0% since the baseline.  Seven of the ten urban areas showed a reduction in person miles.

Person journey times are the average journey times per mile experienced by individual road users.  They are calculated by dividing total person journey times by total person miles, taking into account average vehicle journey times, average vehicle occupancies and the number of vehicles on the route segment.  Person miles are the total distance travelled by individual road users on the PSA routes.

Vehicle journey times for cars, light vans and heavy goods vehicles (non-stopping vehicles) are collected nationally from in-vehicle GPS devices.  Vehicle flow, vehicle occupancy and bus journey times are collected by individual local authorities.

In mid-2007, the Department changed suppliers of congestion data.  There is an overlap of 19 months of the old and new datasets and the Department has been using 2006-07 figures to assess the extent of these differences, on the routes and at the times that make up the PSA indicator.  The two datasets give slightly different results on the same stretches of road, for a number of reasons:
· They track different vehicle fleets, with a different mix of vehicle types and different behaviour
· The Global Positioning System (GPS) devices in the two data sets report their locations with different frequencies; this has a number of knock-on effects on the way the data are processed
· Their processing methods are different, in part reflecting the different make-up of the vehicle fleets and the GPS reporting intervals. In particular, they treat outliers differently
· They use different representations of the road network.

More detailed information about the methodology used for the calculations is published in the Technical Note - PSA 4, published on the DfT website at: www.dft.gov.uk/about/howthedftworks/psa/spendingreview2004psatargets2 

Email: eric.crane@dft.gsi.gov.uk  or telephone 020 7944-5383 for further information and queries.

Compendium of motorcycling statistics: 2008 edition
The publication, from 4 December 2008, covers all types of two-wheeled motor vehicle transport, with the statistics presented in four sections, covering motorcyclists; motorcycles; journeys made; and motorcycling safety.  Its key findings include:
· Fewer than 3% of households in Great Britain owned a motorcycle in 2006/07
· The number of people taking the motorcycling test increased to 88,000 in 2007/08, the highest number since 2000/01
· There are approximately 1.26 million licensed motorcycles in Great Britain
· The motorcycle ownership rate in 2007 was highest in the South West and lowest in Scotland. The ownership rate in GB in 2007 was lower than in any main EU country except Ireland

· In 2007 it is estimated that 9.8% of motorcycles in active stock were unlicensed
· In 2007, about 45% of new registrations were for machines up to 150cc and 46% were for machines over 500cc
· 146,000 motorcycles were registered for the first time in 2007, higher than in the previous three years.  Scooters and sports motorcycles are the most popular types of new motorcycles
· 957,000 motorcycles went through the MOT test in 2007/08 - a large increase on earlier years, with more mopeds and small motorcycles being tested
· The MOT pass rate for motorcycles (now 82%) has increased over the last ten years.  Faulty lights remain the most common cause of MOT failure.
Email: Vehicle.Stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this publication.

Annual statistics of passenger behaviour on board aircraft 2007/8 
The DfT published on 4 December 2008 the Civil Aviation Authority Annual Statistics on Disruptive Passenger Behaviour on board aircraft.  The figures for the year 2007-8 show that: 

· the number of serious incidents reported is the lowest in the last four years - almost half the 58 reported in 2006/7; but the overall reported total of non-serious incidents of disruptive passenger behaviour rose from 2219 to 2702
· the probability of a passenger travelling on a flight on which a serious disruptive incident occurred improved significantly to 1 in 35,000

· Alcohol consumption and smoking were the main contributory factors in 63% of reported incidents. 

The increase in the total number of incidents reported is against a backdrop of more flights and more people flying.  In 2007/8, UK airlines participating in the reporting scheme carried around 124 million passengers on approximately 1 million flights. This compares to 121 million passengers carried on slightly fewer flights in 2006/7. 

The rise in the total number of non-serious incidents can be attributed in part to the continued increase seen over the last four years in reporting, increasing awareness of the issue and zero tolerance policies by airlines in dealing with disruptive passengers. 

The CAA received 2219 reports of disruptive behaviour in 2006/7, of which 2161 (97%) were classified as significant.  In 2007/8, there were 2702 incidents reported, of which 2671 were classified as significant.
The latest statistics for 2007/8 can be found at http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/aviation/hci/db/disruptive0708  

Bus and light rail statistics Great Britain: July-September 08

The key points from this bulletin, published on 18 December 2008, are as follows:
· The index number for bus and light rail passenger journeys in England in the Summer quarter of 2008 was 124.2, compared with a 2000/01 baseline of 100.  Bus and light rail patronage was 4.6% higher than the same period a year earlier
· Between Summer 2007 and Summer 2008, bus and light rail patronage increased by 4.5% in English metropolitan areas, by 5.3% in English non-metropolitan areas and by 4.2% in London; bus and light rail patronage in Scotland and Wales increased by 0.2% during that same period
· In Summer 2008, the average score for overall satisfaction given by passengers for the bus journey just completed in England was 82 out of 100, unchanged from the previous quarter
· Satisfaction with reliability in England in the latest quarter rose by one point to 71
· The latest ONS Omnibus Survey showed that 70% of household residents were very or fairly satisfied with their local bus service while 21% were fairly or very dissatisfied.  Non bus users had higher levels of dissatisfaction than bus users.

This Statistics Bulletin is available from DfT, ST1, Zone 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).

Email: bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk for any queries concerning this publication.  For details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/public/buslightrail/buslightrail200809/busjulsept08 
Vehicle excise duty evasion: 2008

On 18 December 2008 the DfT published National Statistics which showed that road tax evasion had fallen by over 40% in 2007.  Key findings include:
· The overall rate of unlicensed vehicles in Great Britain traffic was estimated to be 0.7% in 2008, a drop from an estimated 1.1% in 2007
· Evasion rates in GB traffic were estimated to be highest amongst motorcycles at 2.3%, although this has reduced from an estimate of 6.5% in 2007
· ‘In traffic’ evasion rates were highest on minor urban roads and lowest on motorways and ‘A’ roads
· The overall rate of unlicensed vehicles in stock in Great Britain was estimated to be 1% in 2008, equivalent to approximately 330,000 vehicles.  In 2007, the estimated rate was 1.7%, equivalent to around 589,000 vehicles.  This ‘in stock’ estimate is higher than the ‘in-traffic’ rate as unlicensed vehicles travel, on average, fewer miles than licensed vehicles and are therefore less likely to be observed on the road
· It is estimated that vehicle excise duty evasion could cost around £49 million in lost revenue in 2008/9, down from an estimated £79 million in 2007/8.  This loss is equivalent to around 0.9% of the total revenue that could be raised
· 15% of unlicensed motorcycles and 14% of unlicensed goods vehicles were observed whilst declared SORN (Statutory Off Road Notification)

· 44% of unlicensed motorcycles observed in the survey had been unlicensed for at least a year.  The average figure across all tax classes was 15%
· 65% of unlicensed vehicles were over 5 years old, compared to 44% of all licensed vehicles
Copies of Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion 2008 are available from the Department's website.  See http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/excisedutyevasion/ved2008 for details. 

Van Activity Baseline Survey 2008: Provisional Results 
This on-line Statistical Release of 15 January 2009 reports on a DfT Baseline Survey of Van Activity for England. Undertaken during November and December 2008, the survey is preliminary research to further understand the composition of the national van fleet (vehicles that can carry goods and have gross vehicle weights of 3.5 tonnes or less) and the factors affecting the growth in this sector.
The DfT recognises the substantial growth and diversity of the van sector and that there is a range of purposes which vans are used for.  In 2007 there were 3.2 million licensed light goods vehicles (LGVs) registered in GB, which is 9% of total licensed vehicles and account for 13% of total traffic in GB.  This traffic increased by 40% between 1997 and 2007 and accounted for 31% of all new traffic in that period.  The information collected by this survey will increase the DfT’s knowledge of van activities, vehicle specification and ownership type.  It will also support two initiatives it is currently developing, the Safe and Fuel Efficient Driving (www.safed.org.uk) and Van Best Practice programmes. 

The provisional findings from the survey presented here are based on a processed set of 6,565 responses, representing 38% of all the questionnaires sent out.  They should be treated with caution as the activity of non responders may be significantly different to that of those van users who have taken part in the survey. 

The survey indicates that 59% of LGVs are owned by businesses, with 28% owned by private individuals. The remaining 12% are vehicles which had been leased or hired.  Although 59% of LGVs are owned by businesses, it is estimated that 66% of the average weekly mileage by LGVs is by business-owned vehicles.  Hire/lease vehicles account for 18% of the mileage and privately owned LGVs account for 16%.
53% of the vehicles were purchased second-hand.  There is a significant difference in the ownership of new and second-hand vehicles.  86% of private vehicles were purchased second-hand whereas 94% of hire/lease vehicles were purchased new.  For business-owned vehicles, the split between new and second hand is fairly even. 
In regards to the primary use of LGVs, ‘the carriage of equipment, tools and/or materials to provide a service’ accounts for 51% of the average weekly mileage and 50% of the vehicles.  The ‘delivery/ collection of goods’ accounts for a further 28% of the mileage but only 21%t of the stock.  ‘Private and domestic non-business’ use is 9% of the mileage but 18% of the stock.  ‘Providing transport’ represents 3% of both the mileage and the number of LGVs.  The remainder did not have a primary use specified.
The business activity that accounts for the most mileage is ‘service provider’ which represents 40% of both business activity mileage and LGV stock. ‘Goods collection and delivery’ represents 20% of the mileage but only 13% of the stock.
Owners of 44% of the LGV fleet have ‘some’ or ‘extensive’ understanding and knowledge of the GB domestic rules on drivers’ hours relating to the operation of vans weighing 3.5 tonnes or below.  24% said their level of knowledge was ‘none’.
For further information please phone 020 7944 3180 or email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk.
Public experiences of home working and internet shopping

This release on 22 January 2009 includes statistics on experiences of home shopping and working from home based on the Summer 2008 National Centre for Social Research Omnibus Survey and the National Travel Survey (NTS).  Figures show that:

· In 2008, 73% of individuals said that their household had ordered goods by internet, phone or post for delivery, with 37% receiving deliveries at least monthly.  In the 2002 NTS, the respective figures were 64 and 27%
· The proportion of deliveries ordered via the internet has increased, from 26% in the 2002 NTS to 73% in the 2008 Omnibus
· Although there has been an increase in the proportion ordering food or drink for home delivery over the period, home deliveries only account for a small proportion of food shopping; and for 17% of home deliveries someone in the household either visited an outlet prior to purchasing the item; made the trip to collect an item left at the post office/depot/outlet; or made a trip to return the item
· In 2008, 3% of workers always worked from home, 7% did so at least once a week and 5% at least once a month.  78% said that they were not able to work from home.  The extent of home working has remained relatively stable since 2002
· Both work-related and home-related reasons were each mentioned by around six in ten of those working at home for whole days, with travel related reasons given by around a third
· Almost two-thirds of occasional home workers said that they could do all or more of their work from home, while 13% of those who had not worked from home said they could do at least some of their work there.

Email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for any queries concerning this release.

Regional transport statistics: 2008 edition

This National Statistics publication of 29 January 2009 brings together a wide range of transport statistics for Great Britain and Northern Ireland at Government Office Region and former Metropolitan County level.  Tables in the report cover, by region:

· Personal Travel, including a selection of regional information from the National Travel Survey
· Public Transport, including tables using data collected from public transport operators
· Road Vehicles, including stock and first registrations, and vehicle crime
· Road Traffic, including average daily motor flows
· Roads, including road lengths and road condition
· Road Safety, including casualty figures for different types of road users
· Freight, including road goods moved and lifted by origin and destination, and freight traffic at ports
· Air, including passenger and freight movements
· Other relevant data, such as regional population.

Regional variations are complex, particularly because of the widely varying local circumstances, including differences in economy, population structure and density, and transport systems. 

Regional Transport Statistics 2008 is intended to complement the information that was published in Transport Statistics Great Britain 2008 in November 2008 (see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics).   It is an internet only publication.  To give users faster and easier access to regional statistics in future the publication format of Regional Transport Statistics will be changing. Instead of an annual publication the regional statistics tables will be updated throughout the year as and when data become available.

Email publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk for any queries concerning this report.  For details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/regionaldata/rts/regtranstats2008 
Road casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly provisional estimates Q3 2008
Key results from DfT’s provisional National Statistics published on 5 February 2009 show that for the year ending September 2008: 

· Road casualties were down 8%, and killed or seriously injured casualties were down by 8% compared with the same period in 2006/7. The number of fatalities fell by 15% 

· Pedestrians, motorcycle and car user casualties showed overall reductions of 6%, 8% and 9% respectively. The number of killed or seriously injured pedestrians (KSI) fell by 5% and motorcycle and car user KSI casualties both fell by 10%.  However, the total number of pedal cycle casualties increased by 1% and the number killed or seriously injured increased by 3%
· The number of child casualties fell by 9%, and killed or seriously injured casualties fell by 12%
· Road accidents were 7% and road traffic 1% lower
· Compared with the 1994-1998 baseline averages the number of people killed or seriously injured was 39% below the baseline; the slight casualty rate per 100 million vehicle kms was 35% below; and the number of children killed or seriously injured was 58% below the baseline. 
Email: roadacc.stats@dft.gov.uk for any queries concerning road casualty statistics.  For details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/accidents/rcgbq32008
Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Quarter 4 2008

This statistical bulletin, published on 5 February 2009, includes provisional estimates for road traffic in Great Britain for the fourth quarter of 2008 and for 2008 as a whole, and provisional estimates for inter-urban congestion in England for the year ending December 2008.  It also includes official statistics on congestion in major urban areas in England for the quarter ending August 2007 and for the academic year 2007-2008 as a whole.  

Road traffic in Great Britain 

The 2008 quarterly traffic provisional figures show a decrease of 1.4% in overall traffic levels between the fourth quarters of 2007 and 2008.  Comparing the whole of 2008 with 2007, traffic is provisionally estimated to have decreased by 1.0%.
The bulletin includes traffic estimates broken down by vehicle type and road class.  Key results include:

Between the fourth quarters of 2007 and 2008: 

· Car traffic decreased by 1%
· Light van traffic increased by 1%
· Heavy goods vehicle traffic decreased by 7%
· Traffic on motorways decreased by 2%
· Traffic on rural ‘A’ roads decreased by 3%
· Traffic on urban ‘A’ roads increased by 1%
· Traffic on rural minor roads decreased by 1%
· Traffic on urban minor roads was unchanged
Comparing the whole of 2008 with 2007: 

· Car traffic decreased by 1.7%
· Light van traffic increased by 2.8%
· Heavy goods vehicle traffic decreased by 2%
· Traffic on motorways decreased by 0.7% 

· Traffic on rural ‘A’ roads decreased by 1.9%
· Traffic on urban ‘A’ roads decreased by 1.1%
· Traffic on rural minor roads increased by 0.5%
· Traffic on urban minor roads decreased by 0.9%
Inter-urban congestion in England 

This bulletin also includes National Statistics on congestion on motorways and trunk ‘A’ roads in England used to monitor the PSA measure on inter-urban congestion.  Between the CSR07 baseline year ending March 2008 and the year ending December 2008, provisional figures show that average vehicle delay on the slowest 10% of journeys fell from 3.90 to 3.52 minutes per 10 miles.

Congestion in major urban areas in England

There are also statistics for monitoring the PSA target on urban congestion.  Across the ten largest urban areas 2007-08 person journey times were 3.0% faster than the baseline.  In the baseline year the average person journey time was 4 minutes 18 seconds per mile, falling to 4 minutes 10 seconds per mile in 2007-08.  Over the same period, person miles travelled fell by 3.3%
The provisional quarterly and annual traffic estimates are based mainly on data from 180 Automatic Traffic Counter (ATC) sites.  The final annual road traffic estimates are calculated from data collected by both the ATCs and 10,000 12-hour manual counts, combined with road lengths.  Final annual traffic estimates for 2007 were published in the Statistical Bulletin Road Statistics 2007: Traffic, Speeds and Congestion, in July 2008. This can be found at http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/roadstatstsc/roadstats07tsc 

The indicator used to monitor inter-urban congestion is the average vehicle delay in minutes per 10 miles (derived from the differences between observed journey times and a reference journey time) experienced on the slowest 10% of journeys for each monitored route.  Currently, data quality considerations allow only 95 of the 103 routes to be used to monitor network performance.  For more information see: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategicroad5359 

Congestion in urban areas is measured by “person journey time per mile”. The Department’s urban congestion PSA target states that by 2010-11, the ten largest urban areas will meet the congestion targets set in their local transport plan relating to movement on selected main roads into city centres.  The target will be met if person journey times across the ten largest urban areas overall increase from the baseline by no more than 3.6% by 2010-11, in the context of travel volumes increasing by 4.4%.  The volume of travel is the number of people using the roads, rather than the number of vehicles.

More detailed information about the methodology used for the calculations is published in the Urban Congestion PSA Indicator Technical Note.  Go to: www.dft.gov.uk/about/howthedftworks/psa/spendingreview2004psatargets2 

Email: roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for any queries concerning this publication.  For details see http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/traffic/qbtrafficgb/2008/q408 
International Sea Passengers Provisional Estimates: December 2008 

This on-line spreadsheet, published on 12 February 2009, presents UK international short sea passenger statistics, including cruise passengers from 1998, based on returns to the DfT.  Annual, quarterly and monthly data are shown. The figures are based on sea ports within UK mainland and separately they show Inward (Arrival), Outward (Departure) and Total (Inward plus Outward) number of passengers.

Transport Trends: 2008 Edition

This report, published on 12 February 2009, presents an overview and analysis of trends in transport and travel in Great Britain over the past 25 years, and highlights some of the key issues.  It is intended as a companion volume to Transport Statistics Great Britain.  It includes a wide range of indicators and statistical analysis to illustrate longer-term trends and to help put key policy targets and trends into a broader context.  It also includes trends in relation to all the Department’s Public Service Agreement (PSA) targets and the government’s sustainable development indicators which are most relevant to transport.

The summary below highlights some of its key points. 

· Road traffic in Great Britain has grown by 87% since 1980, although it grew less since 1990 than in the 1980s. Many factors have affected traffic levels, including fuel prices, economic growth and an increase in car ownership and number of drivers. Nearly a third of households now have access to two or more cars, more than the proportion of households without access to a car. Men are still more likely to have a driving licence but the proportion of women holding a licence has been increasing at a faster rate. 

· Car use has increased as disposable income has risen, against a backdrop of little change in the real cost of motoring and rising real costs of public transport fares.  Although the average number of trips people make has declined over the last ten years, the distance travelled and the time spent travelling has increased. 

· The number of bus journeys has declined from the mid 1980s to the mid 1990s, but has shown some increase over the past 7 years, mainly because of increased bus use in London, and the introduction of free concessionary travel for elderly and disabled passengers. Bus operators are now investing in newer vehicles, and passenger satisfaction is generally high, although buses tend to have a poorer image among non-users and infrequent users.  Rail travel has increased by over 60% since 1980 despite the effects of the Hatfield crash in October 2000.  Investment in national rail infrastructure has increased significantly since privatisation.  The reliability of train services has been improving gradually since 2000, as has passenger satisfaction with journeys undertaken. 

· The number of trips made and distance travelled increase with car availability and income.  In 2006, adults in households with two or more cars travelled over three times further on average than those in households without a car.  Men made slightly fewer trips than women but travelled a much greater distance: about 7,970 miles on average, compared with 6,330 miles for women 

· The weight of goods lifted in GB has risen 34% since 1980, with most of that increase occurring during the 1980s, largely due to increases in the amount of goods lifted by road.  Tonne kilometres have also increased, by 46% since 1980
· UK residents made 69 million overseas visits in 2007, compared with 18 million in 1980, while over the same period the number of visits to the UK by overseas residents increased from 12 to 33 million.  The number of UK residents travelling abroad on holiday increased considerably over the period and although the number of holiday visits to the UK by overseas residents also increased, the proportion for this purpose declined as a proportion of all visits.  The growth in air travel accounts for most of the increases in visits to and from the UK; the number of passengers using UK airports has more than quadrupled between 1980 and 2007.  Spain is the most popular country visited by UK residents, followed by the USA

· In terms of fatalities per passenger kilometre, air continues to be the safest mode of transport.  The passenger fatality rate for cars has more than halved since 1980.  Vehicle related thefts in England and Wales have more than halved since they peaked in the mid 1990s
· Walking and cycling for travel purposes have both declined significantly over the past decade.  The accompanying growth in motorised transport has resulted in a 54% increase in CO2 emissions from domestic transport sources since 1980. These now account for 24% of UK CO2 emissions.  Local air pollutant emissions have declined with the advent of catalytic converters and cleaner fuels.  Despite an improvement in vehicle fuel efficiency, the fuel consumed by transport has increased, due to growth in road traffic and international aviation.
All the data underlying the graphics are available on the Transport Statistics section of the DfT’s website. For a free hard copy of Transport Trends 2008 please email DfT at publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk or phone 020 7944 3098.  If you have any suggestions for improvement please send them to the editors at Department for Transport, Zone 2/29, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR or emailed to publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk.

	International Travel
The UK Statistics Authority published on its website on 15 January 2009 figures showing a slowdown in growth of visits to and from the UK in 2007.


· The number of visits to the UK for less than 12 months reached 32.8 million during 2007, an increase of just 0.2% on the previous year.  While the total number of visits is a record, the rate of growth is at its lowest for six years and contrasts with growth rates of 9.2% between 2005 and 2006, and 8.0% between 2004 and 2005.
· The number of overseas visits by UK residents remained unchanged at 69.5 million between 2006 and 2007, following more than a decade of growth

· There were increases in 2007 in the number of holiday visits and the number of visits to friends or relatives, both in visits to the UK by overseas residents and in visits abroad by UK residents. However, there was a decline in business visits by 1.9% into the UK, and by 0.9% abroad

· Of the visits to the UK, 3.6 million (11%) came from the USA in 2007, the most from any one country.  This was followed by France, Germany, Irish Republic, Spain, the Netherlands, Italy and Poland.  Of these there were falls in the number of visits from the USA, France, Germany and Poland while numbers from the remainder increased

· Of all visits abroad by UK residents in 2007, 36% were to either Spain or France.  Visits to France bucked the recent downward trend with a 3.2% increase to 11.2 million, while those to Spain fell by 3.9%, to 13.9 million. Other countries that attracted an increased number of visits from UK residents included Tunisia (up 31% from 2006), Poland (up 26%), and Latvia (up 25%). Those experiencing a fall in visits from UK residents included Sri Lanka (down 32%), Egypt (26%), Slovenia and Czech Republic (both 16%).
Overseas Travel and Tourism
On 12 February 2009 the UK Statistics Authority reported on its website a fall in the number of visits into and out of the UK in the three months ending December 2008 compared with the same period a year earlier.  The seasonally adjusted number of overseas residents’ visits to the UK was down 12% while visits abroad by UK residents were down 6%.
During October to December 2008:

· The seasonally adjusted number of visits to the UK by overseas residents decreased by 5% to 7.4 million compared with the previous three months.  Associated spending by overseas residents on visits to the UK decreased by 1% to £4.0 billion

· The seasonally adjusted number of visits abroad by UK residents decreased by 4% to 16.3 million, while the associated spending decreased by 6% to
£8.7 billion.
During the 12 months to December 2008:

· The number of visits by overseas residents to the UK fell by 2% compared with the 12 months to December 2007, from 32.8 to 32.0 million

· Visits from residents of Europe decreased by 1% to 23.7 million; from North America decreased by 13% to 3.8 million; and from other parts of the world remained broadly the same at 4.5 million

· The number of visits abroad by UK residents fell by 1% when compared with the 12 months to December 2007, from 69.5 to 68.8 million

· Visits by UK residents to Europe decreased by 1% to 54.5 million; to North America remained broadly the same at 4.6 million; and to other parts of the world increased by 1% to 9.8 million
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Welsh Transport Statistics 2008
Between 18 November 2008 and 27 January 2009 seven chapters of Welsh Transport Statistics 2007 were produced by the Welsh Assembly Government.  Highlights from these chapters are given below.

Chapter 2: Licensing and vehicle ownership 

During 2007 in Wales:

· Around 118,000 new vehicles were registered.  37% of these occurred during March and September - the months when the new registration plates are issued
· Wales accounted for 4% of all new vehicle registration, and 5% of all vehicles licensed in Great Britain
· The number of road vehicles licensed increased by 2%, to 1,728,800 vehicles.  76% of all road vehicles licensed were cars in the private and light goods category
· The average age of road vehicles licensed in Wales remained at around 7 years
· 66% of licensed private and light goods vehicles had engine sizes over 1500cc
· 78% of households had access to a motor vehicle (2006 figure)
· The number of parking badges issued to physically or sensory disabled individuals rose by 4% between 2007 and 2008, to almost 227,000
Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 3: Road freight 

During 2007 in Wales:

· There were an estimated 479,000 tonnes of exports by road from Wales, a decrease of 32,000 tonnes (6%) since 2006
· An estimated 306,000 tonnes of imports were carried by road to Wales, 9% more than in 2006
· 80% of the tonnage of exports by road were to Belgium, Luxembourg, France and Germany
· The same four countries together account for 83% of the tonnage of imports by road in 2007
· In 2007, there were an estimated 62,000 tonnes of foodstuffs exported by road, 40,000 tonnes (39%) less than in 2006
· In 2007, around 68 million tonnes of goods were moved within Wales by UK registered HGVs and a further 62 million tonnes were moved between Wales and the rest of the UK

· In 2007, 73% of the tonnage of goods leaving Wales by road in UK registered HGVs were transported to the South West of England, the North West of England and the West Midlands (26, 24 and 24% respectively)
· In 2007, 68% of the tonnage of goods entering Wales by road in UK registered HGVs came from the North West of England, the West Midlands and the South West of England (24, 24 and 20% respectively).

Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 4: Road safety 

In Wales during 2007:

· 8,340 personal injury road accidents were reported.  There were 12,270 casualties, 422 fewer than in 2006
· The number of people killed or seriously injured (1,402) was 30% lower than the 1994-98 average
· The number of children killed or seriously injured (148) was 49% lower than the 1994-98 average
· The number of people slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres was 30% lower than the 1994-98 average
· 74% of casualties were car, taxi or minibus users, 11% were pedestrians, 6% were motorcyclists, and 4% were pedal cyclists
· There were 1,204 child casualties, 7% fewer than in 2006, and 47% fewer than the 1994-98 average.

Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 7: Road Traffic 

It is estimated that the volume of motor vehicle traffic on all roads in Wales in 2007 was 2% higher than in 2006.  37% of the traffic was on minor roads; and traffic on motorways accounted for 12% of all road traffic.  Cars, taxis and minibuses accounted for 80% of the total volume of traffic.
Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 9: Rail Transport 

· About 21.9 million rail passenger journeys either started or ended in Wales in 2006-07, an increase of 9% on the previous year.  67% of these journeys were within Wales
· There were 53 train incidents in 2007, an increase of 7 on the previous year.  43 of these incidents were due to missiles and running into obstructions
· There were 7 potentially high-risk train accidents in 2007.  3 of these were due to running into road vehicles at level crossings
· In 2007 there were 9 railway fatalities, of whom 7 were trespassers
· There were over 1,700 notifiable offences reported on the railways in Wales in 2007-08, a 9% reduction from the previous year
· In 2006-07 18% of notifiable offences reported involved theft of passenger property.  Criminal damage, violence against the person, and theft of railway commercial property and burglary accounted for 15, 14 and 14% respectively.

Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 10: Sea Transport 

During 2007 in Wales:

· There were 8,956 ship arrivals, 1% more than in 2006.  Milford Haven and Holyhead each had around one-third of all these arrivals
· Roll-on/roll-off vessels accounted for 52% of all ship arrivals
· There were over 56 million tonnes of goods on foreign and domestic traffic at ports, similar to the tonnage in 2006
· Bulk fuels made up 71% of all cargo in the major ports
· 767,000 accompanied passenger vehicles went to and from the Irish Republic, 4% more than in 2006
· Over 3 million sea passenger movements were made to and from the Irish Republic, 2% more than in 2006.

Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Chapter 13: Tourism 

· There were an estimated 987,000 visits to Wales by overseas residents in 2007; 70% of these were made by those resident in Europe.

· During 2007, overseas residents spent an estimated £ 339 million in Wales

· The Wales Millennium Centre, Cardiff was the most popular tourist attraction in 2007, with around 883,000 visitors.

Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Road Conditions, 2007 

This Statistical Bulletin was released by the Welsh Assembly Government on 13 November 2008.  The key points are, for Wales in 2007: 

· Just under 10% of all purpose trunk roads needed close monitoring of their structural condition
· 3.6% of motorways needed close monitoring
· Skidding resistance is best for motorways, with less than 1% at or below the investigatory level.

See Statistical Bulletin 58/2008 (PDF 197kB) 
Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5208
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Road Casualties in Wales: Quarter 3, 2008 (provisional) 

These latest National Statistics were published on 5 February 2009.  The key points from this release are:

· 45 road casualties were reported as killed, 309 as seriously injured and 2,459 as slightly injured

· The number of total KSI casualties during the third quarter of 2008, at 1,404 people, was 30% lower than the average for 1994-98
· There were 111 child KSI casualties over this period, 62% lower than the 1994-98 average
See Statistical Release 16/2009 (PDF 225kB)
Contact: Tel: 029 2082 5062
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Scottish Transport Statistics No. 27 2008 Edition
This December 2008 publication gives some of the main trends in transport in Scotland since 1975, and some comparisons with GB over the past ten years. The main findings for 2007 include:
· The number of motor vehicles licensed in Scotland was the highest figure ever recorded, at almost 2.6 million, 2% more than in 2006 and 31% higher than the number in 1997.  Around 251,000 new vehicles were registered, an increase of 3% on 2006
· There were 51 vehicles per 100 population in Scotland compared with 57 in Great Britain.  Although the number of vehicles per head of population has been rising steadily, it has been consistently lower in Scotland than in GB
· The Scottish Household Survey (SHS) shows that 70% of households had at least one car available for private use; and 25% of households had two or more cars, compared with 18% in 1999
· There were almost 55,000 kilometres of public road in Scotland, with the trunk road network accounting for 6% of this.  This represents 10.7 kilometres of road per 1,000 population, compared with only 6.8 kilometres per 1,000 in GB 
· The estimated total volume of traffic on Scotland’s roads was at its highest ever level, at over 44,000 million vehicle kilometres – 1% more than 2006 and 16% more than for 1997
· the volume of car traffic on motorways and ‘A’ roads is estimated to have risen from around 9,300 million vehicle kilometres in 1975 to around 22,000 million vehicle kilometres
· The number of road deaths in Scotland (281) was 11% less than in 2006, and the lowest figure since current records began over 50 years ago.  2,364 people were seriously injured in road accidents, 10% fewer than in 2006
· Around 25.1 million air terminal passengers used airports in Scotland, the largest number ever recorded: 3% more than in the previous year, and 75% more than in 1997

· Over 6 million passengers were carried on those shipping services within Scotland for which figures are available back to 1973.  This was 0.1% less than in the previous year
· In the 2007-08 financial year there were 513 million passenger journeys on local bus services in Scotland, an increase over the previous year of 1%, and 15% higher than in 1997-98.  However, over the longer-term there have been large falls: in 1960 there were almost 1,700 million passenger journeys on local bus services
· The total number of ScotRail passenger journeys in the 2007-08 financial year was 81.3 million, 5% more than in the previous year, and 45% more than 10 years earlier
· 78% of men and 60% of women aged 17 or over had a full driving licence.  Since 1999, the proportion of men who have a driving licence has remained fairly steady, whereas that of women has increased by 8%
· 45% of people aged 17+ said that they drove every day.  The percentage who said that they drove at least 3 times a week (but not every day) rose from 8% in 1999 to 10% in 2007

· 51% of individuals reported walking to go some-where on at least one of the previous seven days.  7% more people than in 1999 said that they had walked for pleasure or to keep fit
· About 3% of respondents said they had cycled as a means of transport, and around 4% said that they had cycled for pleasure or to keep fit.  These percentages are similar to those found in 1999

· Over two-thirds of commuters said that they travelled to work by car or van (63% as a driver and 6% as a passenger), 12% walked, 12% went by bus, 4% took a train and 2% cycled

· About 53% of pupils walked to school, 21% went by bus, 22% by car, 1% cycled, and 1% went by rail
· Freight lifted by road in Scotland was 182 million tonnes.  In terms of tonnes lifted, much more freight is carried by road than by any other mode of transport.  Per head of population, the amount of freight which is lifted by road is slightly higher in Scotland than in Great Britain
· The volume of rail freight traffic lifted in Scotland has increased in most years since 1994-95, when it was 5.4 million tonnes.  It stood at 13 million tonnes in 2006-07

· Coastwise freight traffic lifted in Scotland fell from 40 million tonnes in 1998 to around 19-21 million tonnes in five of the latest six years.  The annual amount of freight lifted for inland waterways has remained between about 9 and 12 million tonnes since 1982
· The amount of oil carried in Scottish pipelines rose rapidly to 23 million tonnes in 1977, and has fluctuated since then between 21 million tonnes and 30 million tonnes per year.  Per head of population, the amount of freight which is lifted by pipeline is significantly greater in Scotland than in Great Britain
· In terms of tonnes lifted, much more freight is carried by road than by any other mode of transport.  However, a different picture emerges when account is taken of the distance that freight is carried.  In terms of tonne-kilometres, in most years coastwise shipping accounted for more freight moved than road
· In 2006, there were 20.6 million rail, air or ferry passenger journeys between Scotland and other parts of the UK.  This is an increase of 31% on 1997, when there were 15.7 million such journeys.  Since 1997 the number of passenger journeys by air has doubled, compared with relatively little change in rail and ferry numbers

· In 2007, there were 10.47 million passenger journeys to or from Scotland to other countries, almost all by air.  This was an increase of 7% on 2006.  The number of passenger journeys has more than doubled from 1997 when the figure was 4.46 million

· In 2006, 39.5 million tonnes of freight were lifted by either road, rail or water and delivered to other parts of the UK.  This was a decrease of 10% over 2005, when 44.0 millions of tonnes of freight were lifted.  Freight delivered to Scotland from other parts of the UK in 2006 was 27.0 million tonnes, an increase of 7% on 2005
· In 2006, 44.9 million tonnes of freight were delivered outside the UK, almost all of which was carried by water.  This was a decrease of 2% on 2005.  Freight delivered to Scotland from outside the UK in 2006 was 18.6 million tonnes, again almost all by water transport - an increase of 4%.
Excel spreadsheet versions of the tables are available via www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/sheets; and updated versions of some of the tables and charts will be made available via www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/stsupdate.
Rural Road Safety: Drivers and Driving - Research Findings 12/2008 

This summary of research into rural road safety was published on the web on December 16, 2008.  Its main findings include:
· Official data recorded by the police show that the most frequently reported factor contributing to rural road accidents was ‘loss of control’.  This is strongly associated with driving at inappropriate speed (which includes ‘travelling too fast for the conditions’ and ‘exceeding the speed limit’)
· Only around half the rural road drivers surveyed knew that the National Speed Limit sign meant a maximum of 60mph for car driving
· There was little difference in the extent of reported non-compliant driving behaviours (e.g. driving when very tired, whilst using a mobile phone or after drinking any alcohol) on rural roads compared to other road types

· Survey respondents saw driving on rural roads as low risk, due to fewer vehicles and pedestrians, and lower police presence.  Risky driving was not perceived as likely to have negative consequences

· Based on their responses to questions about speeding behaviour, drivers were clustered into 3 groups: ‘Compliants’, who tended to observe the speed limit; ‘Exceeders’, who exceeded speed limits by up to 10mph; and ‘Excessives’, who routinely exceeded the speed limit by a larger amount.  Based on their agreement with a number of attitude statements, drivers were clustered into 5 groups: ‘Confident Drivers’, ‘Accident Aware Drivers’, ‘Risk Takers’, ‘Frustrated Drivers’ and Apprehensive Drivers’. These categories of drivers could be used in developing and targeting strategies to reduce accidents on rural roads

· In tackling the problem of rural road accidents, younger male drivers participating in focus groups supported a tougher extended driving test and increasing advisory signage on rural roads.  In terms of communications, younger drivers responded better to messages that did not challenge their own beliefs in their driving abilities and that could be seen as advice rather than criticism.


News

Rogue drivers forced off the roads 

The results of a joint police and Government operation (V79) were published on 10 November 2008. These indicated that, compared with 2006: 

· The level of unlicensed drivers stopped fell by half over two years - to 0.8% from 1.6% 

· The level of uninsured drivers stopped fell to 1.2% from 1.9%
· The level of vehicles stopped which required but were without a current MOT fell from 4.2 to 1.5% 
· The level of drivers stopped without valid vehicle tax fell to 1% from 2%
· The level of drivers committing a serious offence, (e.g, no insurance, driving whilst disqualified) fell from 7.5 to 3.4%, while the number committing any of the offences looked for (including failing to notify change of vehicle ownership, illegal vehicle number plates) fell to 11.1% from 21%
Uninsured drivers add £30 a year to every motorist’s insurance premium and it is estimated that uninsured and untraced drivers kill 160 people and injure 23,000 every year.  That is why we gave the police increased powers to detect, seize and destroy vehicles being driven without insurance. These powers are working - the police removed around 170,000 vehicles in 2007, that’s more than 450 a day.”
52 police forces participated in Operation V79, in which 6,689 vehicles were stopped randomly over a 24-hour period on 18 March 2008. 

Full speed ahead for Crossrail 

It was announced on 4 December 2008 that a deal worth up to £350m that will help deliver Crossrail on time and on budget has been finalised with the City of London Corporation.  Also announced was the signing of a series of core funding and governance agreements that will underpin the project.  The City of London Corporation has agreed to make a direct contribution of £200m to the Crossrail project.  In addition, the City Corporation will seek contributions from businesses of £150m, and has guaranteed £50m of these contributions.  This is the latest in a series of project milestones, including the announcement in November of BAA’s £230m funding contribution. 

As Europe’s largest construction project, the delivery of Crossrail will provide a boost of at least £20 billion to the UK economy as well as generating an extra 30,000 jobs.  It will also help secure London’s position as a world leading financial centre by delivering a 10% increase to the capital’s rail capacity when it opens in 2017.  Next year, Crossrail will begin the process of recruiting the large numbers of staff that will be required to deliver it.  At the height of construction in 2013/15, up to 14,000 people will be employed to build it. 

Strategic Transport Projects Review

Details were announced on 10 December 2008 of a multi-billion pound transport blueprint to grow Scotland’s economy: the Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR) sets out the future investment programme for transport in Scotland over the next 20 years - the biggest and most ambitious Scottish transport plan ever published.

29 major transport investment priorities across Scotland have been identified as supporting the future growth of Scotland’s businesses and communities including a new strategy for a toll free £1.72-£2.34 billion replacement Forth Crossing, and ambitious proposals to revolutionise the rail network including:

· Electrification of rail network
· Major enhancements to the Edinburgh-Glasgow line, reducing journey time to 35 minutes, with 13 services per hour (from current 5-6 per hour)
· Key components of Aberdeen Crossrail scheme to be delivered

· Glasgow rail improvements, including the development of a Metro/Light Rapid Transit network across Glasgow, improving access to areas of economic activity and key public services
The STPR is the first nationwide, multi-modal, evidence-based appraisal of Scotland’s current transport system and as forecast over the next 20 years.  By 2011, Transport Scotland will be well on the way to delivering £12.5 billion of net economic benefit for Scotland and will have supported more than 13,000 jobs across the construction, road maintenance and rail industry in the last year.

Invitation to tender issued for 200 new diesel train carriages 

Government plans to improve journeys for rail passengers on some of the nation’s busiest routes took a major step forward on 22 December 2008 as train manufacturers were invited to bid for a £300m project to build 200 new carriages.  The extra carriages are due to start carrying passengers by 2012, following negotiations with First Great Western, Trans-Pennine Express and Northern rail franchises. 

The Government’s commitment to increasing capacity on the rail network from 2009 to 2014 was set out in the July 2007 Rail White Paper, requiring the purchase of 1,300 additional carriages as part of its High level Output Specification.  423 of the 1,300 vehicles have already been ordered and this potential new order would increase that to 623 carriages.  In addition, DfT is negotiating with other train operators for the purchase of a further 120 new carriages and, over the next 12 months, would expect to see orders for a further 250 carriages. Thus, by the end of next year, orders for around 1,000 new carriages are likely to have been placed.  

Air, road and rail improvements to boost economy and jobs 
Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon outlined on 15 January 2009 radical new plans for the UK’s transport infrastructure, designed to support the economy and secure jobs in the long term.  He confirmed Government support for a third runway at Heathrow airport but not for ‘mixed mode’ which would have seen the two existing runways used more intensively.  Alongside this, he outlined measures to help protect jobs and put Britain on a footing to recover from the global economic downturn, including: 

· Details of where up to £6bn to increase capacity on some of the nation’s busiest roads will be spent - providing an extra 520 lane miles of road by widening and opening up the hard shoulder - as well as new plans to roll-out hard shoulder running across the core motorway network

· The creation of a new company - High Speed 2 - to help consider the case for new high speed rail services between London and Scotland and tasked initially with developing a proposal for an entirely new line between London and the West Midlands which could link to Heathrow and Crossrail through a new international interchange station

· Further work on the case for electrifying the Great Western and Midland Mainline routes, with decisions to be announced later in the year. 

He also announced new measures to protect the environment and help ensure that Britain meets its climate change commitments, including: 

· New work to promote international agreement on progressively stricter limits on CO2 emissions from aircraft, similar to those already in place for new cars within the EU
· The intention to set a new target of reducing UK aviation emissions below 2005 levels by 2050

· A limit on initial use of the third runway to limit the total increase in flights to 125,000 p.a. - almost half the additional capacity originally proposed

· £250m to get more ultra low-carbon vehicles on Britain’s roads, helping motorists to go green by stimulating consumer uptake and helping to reduce emissions from road transport and improve local air quality. 

See documents and supporting material at: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/aviation/heathrowconsultations/heathrowdecision/ 

Further details are set out in Britain’s transport infrastructure: High Speed Two which will be found on http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/rail/pi/highspeedtwo/ 

See also the DfT website: http://www.dft.gov.uk 

New crackdown on uninsured drivers
Tough new powers to tackle the selfish minority of uninsured drivers who cost law-abiding motorists £400m each year were set out by Road Safety Minister Jim Fitzpatrick on 20 January 2009.  The new measures will make it an offence to keep an uninsured vehicle - rather than just to drive when uninsured - making it easier to catch uninsured drivers and keep them off the roads. 

Uninsured driving adds around £30 a year to every motorist’s insurance premium - amounting to more than £400m a year in additional premiums.  It is also estimated that uninsured and untraced drivers kill 160 people and injure 23,000 every year.  Latest estimates are that around 2 million GB motorists (6.5%) drive uninsured.  The penalty for driving without insurance is a maximum fine of £5,000 and 6-8 penalty points. Around 300,000 offenders are convicted for this offence every year.  Measures already introduced in the Serious Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 gave police improved access to the Motor Insurers Bureau database and powers to seize vehicles.  In 2007 around 150,000 vehicles were seized. 

See the DfT website: http://www.dft.gov.uk 

Biggest investment in trains for a generation
Passengers on some of the country’s busiest rail routes will benefit from the single biggest investment in Intercity trains for a generation, Transport Secretary Geoff Hoon announced on 12 February. 

Agility Trains (a British-led consortium comprising John Laing, Hitachi and Barclays) has been selected as the preferred bidder for a £7.5bn contract to build and maintain a fleet of new Super Express trains for the Great Western and East Coast main lines.  The first of the new trains will enter service in 2013.
Agility will build a new train manufacturing plant in the UK, as well as depots in Bristol, Reading, Doncaster, Leeds and west London with upgrades to existing depots throughout Great Britain. This will create or safeguard some 12,500 manufacturing jobs in these regions. 

The Super Express trains are part of the overall Intercity Express Programme (IEP), which includes a package of other investments to improve the capacity and capability of the routes.  The Programme seeks to replace the "Intercity 125" diesel fleet and "Intercity 225" electric fleet procured by British Rail during the 1970s and 1980s with new, higher capacity, more environmentally friendly trains.  These will operate on the East Coast and Great Western Main Lines, with options for deployment on London commuter services on the West Coast Main Line and on services between London and the West of England 

The IEP is independent of "High Speed Two", which was recently set up to explore options for a new rail relief line along the Intercity West Coast corridor. 

The fleet will comprise an electric, self-powered (diesel), and a bi-mode variant, the latter being able to make use of an electric or a diesel power source at the end of the train. The 125 mph (200kph) Super Express trains will be cleaner, greener and generate less noise than the trains that they will replace.  Despite being larger, the new trains will be up to 17% lighter than their counterparts, meaning that they will be more energy efficient and faster at accelerating.  They will reduce overcrowding as the new carriages will be 26m in length as opposed to the 23m in Intercity vehicles currently in use, and will carry up to 21% more passengers per train than current rolling stock. The faster journey times will also allow operators to run more frequent services. 
UK Aviation Emissions Review

The Government has asked the Committee on Climate Change (CCC) to report by December 2009 into how UK aviation emissions can be limited to below 2005 levels in 2050.  The aviation target will play a useful role in buttressing the UK’s overall commitment to an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions (below 1990 levels) in 2050. 
As the Committee set out in its initial report, an 80% overall reduction does not require that all sectors reduce emissions by that amount: a possible scenario would see aviation emissions at 2005 levels in 2050, with emissions across all other sectors of the economy reduced by an average of 89%, which together would deliver an overall 80% reduction.

For details see: http://www.theccc.org.uk/news/press-releases/ccc-to-report-on-new-aviation-emissions-cap
Sustrans calls on local authorities to spend £17 million on safe routes 

Sustainable transport charity, Sustrans, is urging local authorities to apply for funding to develop safer and healthier routes to schools in their area.  £17 million for the ‘Links to Schools’ programme is available as part of £140 million announced in January 2008 by the DfT to promote cycling.  It will bring the National Cycle Network closer to schools and, by joining up residential areas to schools, make it easier for young people to walk or cycle.  More than 700 schools are expected to benefit directly through 300 schemes. 

Staff, parents and teachers who are interested in promoting cycling and walking in their school are encouraged to call the Sustrans School Travel Team on 0117 915 0100 for free information and advice. 

Surge in cycling in Sutton
Cycling in Sutton, London, has increased up by 50% in one year following the introduction of the Smarter Travel Sutton scheme in the borough.  Smarter Travel Sutton is a three-year, £5m project, funded by Transport for London (TfL) and delivered in partnership with the London Borough of Sutton, local businesses and the local community.  It aims to encourage people in the borough to travel in more sustainable ways: on public transport, foot or bike.  

TfL has published the progress report for the second year of the scheme.  Highlights from the report show that the project has achieved in its second year:

· A 50% increase in cycling in the borough
· A 17% fall in reported cycle theft in the borough since the start of the programme, thanks to the intro-duction of around 200 new secure cycle parking spaces across Sutton; proactive targeting of cycle theft hotspots by the police; and the handing out of more than 400 free bike security marking kits
· A 7.2% increase in the number of people travelling by bus in Sutton (which has gone up by 13% since the start of the programme).
A copy of the Smarter Travel Sutton year two results, covering September 2007 to September 2008, is available at http://www.smartertravelsutton.org.uk/




Seminar: Role of motorcycling in the twenty-first century
Simon Lister has kindly provided me with the following note on the seminar held at DfT HQ in Marsham Street, London, on 15 October 2008.
Dr Alan J Tilly of Hampshire CC opened the meeting by describing a study of motorcycling that he had conducted.  Key points were:

· Given the pressure to reduce emissions motorcycles (m/cs) were a possibly useful mode of transport
· The UK has a relatively small stock of m/cs by European standards with only 20 machines per 1000 people in 2005.  Only Ireland has a lower number in the table that was shown.  Italy, with the highest level, has almost 10 times more
· M/cs have grown in terms of machines licensed from 739,000 in 1996 to 1,224,000 in 2006

· The lower ownership costs of the m/c can improve mobility and reduce social exclusion by allowing access to work and jobs, especially for long cross-country journeys with poor public transport
· M/c manoeuvrability in traffic leads to up to 32% journey time reduction over the car, with 50% of m/cs reaching the front of the traffic queue at traffic lights

· Use of bus lanes, advanced stop lines and m/c filters are all ways of improving journey times, though the joint use of bus lanes and advanced stop lines by m/cs as well as pedal cycles is controversial
· Use of advanced stop lines by m/cs posed particular risk for cyclists and other traffic

· M/c noise is certainly an issue, with many people linking m/c and noise

· M/c safety is an important issue, with KSIs for m/c riders about 50 times that for car drivers

Dr Tilly described some m/c counts he undertook during the rush hour in Birmingham in order to quantify the factors which deterred m/c use.  Greater wind speed and lower temperatures both reduced usage, while cloud cover only seemed to reduce sports bike use.

A large questionnaire was also circulated among m/c riders (8,174 returned) and these were analysed in part by logistic regression.  Alan showed the results which identified some of the factors linked to greater levels of involvement in accidents: younger riders and limited experience were strongly correlated with higher involvement.  Speeding, riders operating beyond their capabilities and not taking responsibility for their own safety were correlated with higher accident involvement.

Dr Tilly concluded by saying that there was a case for thinking that m/cs could replace car trips, improve mobility, reduce congestion and parking delays, while at the same time reducing emissions over a most cars. Electric m/cs go one stage further! 

In a wide discussion and in answer to a question from the floor asking whether the riskiness of m/c use justified public support for their use, Alan emphasised that reducing journey times for m/c was key, but this clearly has some risks.  But, as he and others said, m/cs are not inherently dangerous if used properly, only their drivers are.  Others from the floor confirmed the benefit of CO2 savings.

Phil Dunmore of Vectrix UK then introduced the Vectrix electric m/c.  He made the point that rapid advances, like the mobile phone, only come along from time to time and this is one of them.  Similar to a large Maxi scooter, the Vectrix was launched in 2007.  It has a good performance, with acceleration equivalent to a 400cc bike, a limited top speed of 100kph, and an urban range of 50+ miles, or about 5 hours in and around traffic.  It includes regenerative braking.  Clearly an urban vehicle, it should be kept on charge the whole time it is not in use, to give rider confidence in achieving its potential range.

Sales have been made to the AA, airports, several police forces, and organisations performing rescue services, especially for those with an interest in creating a green image and a low noise.  The machines have proved reliable, low cost to operate (only 20p for a charge), and where applicable they avoid parking, VED and congestion charges.  A demonstration machine was later put through its paces in the DfT private car park.  In answer to a question, the price of the Vectrix was said to be £6000.

Finally, Christel Quellennec-Reid, Project Officer - Green Transport for Westminster City Council (WCC) spoke about a project to establish on-street electric vehicle recharging points.  WCC has its own air quality action plan, while awaiting a London-wide plan, as it has some of the highest levels of pollution in the country.  Parking policies already favour electric vehicles, and it has some street and car park charging points. 

The current project funded by TfL, Energy Saving Trust, EDF Energy and WCC, has spent £130,000 to add a further 12 recharge points on the street and 42 in car parks.  In the first 20 months of operation the policy has led to delivery of 16,000 miles of power, saving 4.1 tonnes of CO2, a reduction of 1.2% of total emissions.  Users pay a joining fee of £75 to enter the scheme.  Plans are in place for further 100 recharging points to meet users’ wishes.  Plans include placing a requirement for developers to install juice points in new developments.

In a wide discussion, speakers made the point that it is still early days for electric vehicles.  Recharging points are one route, battery swops, instant charging systems are others.  One questioner wondered how the advances in Westminster would be expanded across London; inter-borough agreements are being considered. 

Seminar: Treating congestion in Scotland

I am indebted to John Dickson-Simpson for the following report of the seminar held at Napier University, Edinburgh, on 21 January 2009.
In congestion monitoring it is a prudent starting point when assessing public judgment to distinguish between the perceived and the actual.  That was the opening advice of Dr Goodiet-Rowley, Assistant Statistician in the Scottish Government’s Transport Analytical Services.

Congestion was real enough in Edinburgh, she said, where 89% of transport delays were recognised as stemming from road congestion and brought air-quality concerns from an acceptance that 97% of NOX emissions came from traffic. Although emissions per vehicle steadily decreased, three quarters of urban traffic growth was attributable to cars.

Among the causes of increased use of cars were the larger number of households with cars, their increased use for travel to work (from 54% in 1999 to 62% in 2007) accompanied by a decrease in average car occupancy from 1.68 to 1.58.  All this was probably an inevitable result of wider dispersion of housing and of places of work.

Urban congestion in Scotland was assessed by public survey and by direct measurements of traffic flow and journey times.  The resultant congestion index from point-to-point times and times stationary had stepped up from 11.5 to 12.5 over the last 10 years.  Over the last three years the number of hours lost per year per vehicle had risen from 5 to 5.75, the figures showed. It had to be recognised that there were big gaps between average and maximum journey times.  From the public survey most of the extra times applied to journeys required for work or education.  A fifth of respondents reported no added journey times.

Peak-time travel might on average add 15 minutes but the maximum could be 30 minutes extra for both inward and outward journeys, indicating, according to the Paris definition of congestion, lack of road capacity.
Judging by public responses there was more practical concern with the pattern and unpredictability of traffic congestion than with the measured times per se. Travelling slowly did not score as badly as periods spent stationary – particularly when unexpected.

Solutions to congestion were elusive, admitted Ms Gordiet-Rowley, especially since public votes in Edinburgh and Manchester had rejected road-use charging.  Short-term palliatives were travel planning, helped by traffic alerts, park and ride, better integrated public transport and car sharing.

Longer term might be attention to local pinch points (such as the bridges in Glasgow) and spreading of traffic demand by encouraging later start and end times for certain employment centres. She was doubtful about the easing that might follow from free public transport services, perhaps financed by a local car tax.

A 20-year transport plan was being prepared for Scotland, said David Anderson, who heads Transport Economics, Analysis and Research with Transport Scotland.  He is deeply involved in the Strategic Transport Project. Essentially its purpose was to provide transport to support future demand geared to economic performance, taking account of land use and population spread.

From examining the purposes of generated journeys, road and rail routes are being improved – and with much new construction. Work had already begun on the M80, the Kilmarnock rail route is to be upgraded and attention has turned to the rail and road corridor between Perth and Inverness. More rail capacity was wanted between Ayr and Glasgow.

David Anderson said he wanted to guide road planning to cut conflict between local and long-distance traffic to avoid interactive congestion. Meanwhile suiting the traffic requirements of the present needed attention. Within constraints of practicality and financial resources there had to be infrastructure changes to make better use of existing capacity, not least at junctions. A public discussion document had been produced to explain the challenges and the choices for achieving smoother and faster journey times in a country of great geographical area.

Among projects likely to be adopted were re-timetabling of rail services, more electric traction, raised road capacity, computer managed routes, another Forth crossing, an A9 upgrade between Dunblane and Inverness, A96 dualling, better road and rail access to Grangemouth and improvement of the Edinburgh Glasgow rail link.

The reality had to be faced that the vast proportion of transport in Scotland would always be by road. A factor to take into account was also that a small number of big employers dominated the Scottish transport pattern, generating quite massive peak flows of people increasingly scattered as house occupancy was predicted to decline from 2.6 to 2.3 people.

Investment in transport had to be pursued by Scottish politicians if their aspirations for a prosperous economy were to be fulfilled over the next 20 years.

Seminar: Measuring the importance of shipping to the UK economy

Richard Butchart has kindly provided me with the following account of the seminar held in DfT HQ, Great Minster House, on 21 January 2009.
Three very contrasting contributions formed the basis of an engaging and informative seminar.  First, Martin Hendry gave his experience as an expert witness assisting clients, particularly the Port of Southampton, involved in major infrastructure development projects. Then, Peter Baker described some actual collection work to assess the capacity of Ro-Ro and Lo-Lo short sea shipping in the UK. Margaret Talbot completed the seminar with a description of the work currently undertaken by the Marine Statistics branch in DfT.

There is no need for ports, I get all I want off the Internet.
Martin began explaining that his interests lay in very large infrastructure projects with a 15-25 year lead in to any actual construction work.  He went on to describe how he surrounded himself with all the statistics he could gather when representing a client. One major problem that he had in dealing with the marine industries is that they were almost invisible both to the general public and in statistical terms. There was no industrial classification which covered the marine industries as a whole and complete separate research was needed to explain to the administrations covering major ports how important they were in economic terms.  In his view, ports were at the heart of spatial planning and central to city development.

This was very true for Southampton and the Solent, both with a long history of involvement in the maritime sector.  A major change in shipping had been the adoption of containerisation, which had consequences for the ports.  In the Solent, 14 planning authorities were involved and there was much reclaimed land.  The Solent also encompassed both a commercial and a naval port; and there were ferry and leisure ports as well as the associated port services along with navigation and safety services.  On the land side, there were the logistics and forwarding activities.  Martin estimated that 25-30% of the one million people living in the area were dependent on maritime activity.

However, the plans to achieve a growth in GDP in the area seemed to take little account of the potential of port related development.  To achieve this, the approach channel to the port would need to be deepened and some expansion of the port area allowed.  Southampton port was a key element of the transport infrastructure, based on what was agreed to be the “greenest” mode.  The projection of trends in transport suggested that key maritime sites in the Solent area would need to be safeguarded and included in the long term spatial requirements.  In all this, statistics were key as all policies needed to have a firm statistical base.  In terms of infrastructure planning, the recent establishment of the IPC dealing with large nationally important planning applications and the MMO dealing with smaller applications seemed likely to be helpful, though time would tell.

Martin ended by reiterating the importance of the Port of Southampton.  In value terms, it was the largest in the UK.

In questions from the floor, Martin was asked about the source of the statistics he had been quoting.  He replied that there had been a telephone inquiry of some 800 firms in the area.  A second issue was why the railway connection that Martin had mentioned was so important.  Martin indicated that no planning application for the development of the port would succeed unless there was full provision for rail access as part of action to minimise its environmental impact.  In the case of Southampton, rail was more important than short sea shipping links.  Mike Garrett of MDM Transmodal reported that 30% of containers leaving Southampton went by rail on 20 trains a day.

Short Sea Freight Ro-Ro and Lo-Lo capacity

In contrast to Martin, desperately seeking statistics, Peter was engaged in a data collection exercise to produce the UK Short Sea Freight Ro-Ro and Lo-Lo Capacity Survey Report.  This had been produced for the first time in 2000 and the 2008 survey was released in October 2008.  Many major ports and shipping lines subscribe.  Details of vessels and their scheduled movements were collected and the capacity offered was calculated on the basis of a trailer equivalent unit for Ro-Ro and forty foot container unit for Lo-Lo.

For Ro-Ro, market capacity had expanded substantially since 2000 and had shown a steady year on year growth since 2005 following a setback in that year.  Eurotunnel was a problem as they were able to adjust capacity very quickly and very substantially. The figures showed a steep drop in capacity offered by Eurotunnel between 2004 and 2005.  However, this did not outweigh the increases in capacity provided by the ferry operators.

By market sub sector, the channel accounted for some 45% of the total while the “near continent”, basically Belgian, Dutch and German ports, took 30% and the Irish Sea 18%.  P&O was the market leader for the Channel, Cobelfreight Ferries for the near continent and Stena line for the Irish Sea.  The report also provided information about fleet size and age profiles, a UK regional analysis, overseas port destinations and UK port infrastructure capacity.  Finally, Peter attempted to make some capacity utilisation estimates.

In the questions that followed, Ronnie Diamond from P&O challenged the basis of Peter’s capacity figures. In particular, how had he accounted for the transport of passengers’ cars in joint freight/passenger services?  Peter explained that for Ro-Ro, the lane metres quoted for each vessel was divided by 14’ 6” of a standard trailer to calculate capacity.  He had also made some correction to account for joint operations. This caused further discussion of the difference between peak and off-peak services.  Depending on the sailing schedule, peak services would be full while any operated off peak would have some spare capacity.  However, this was inherent in the operation of a shipping service and did not reflect any inefficiency.

Mike Garret suggested that there might be other sources such as the CSO in Dublin or indeed Eurostat.  Individual ports would also be able to offer something.  Mike also asked about ship-borne trailers and how these were coped with.

Recent developments in Department for Transport Maritime Statistics

Margaret began by recalling the Maritime Statistics Quality Review which had been reported to an earlier meeting of the group.  She gave some account of how the 23 recommendations of that review had been progressed.  One major element was the creation of the Maritime Statistics Advisory Group (MSAG) to provide a more active sounding board for the Department.  Indeed, TSUG was represented on that group.  A second element was the improvement to the web based forms for use by those supplying data to the Department.  This had been popular, with take up rising from around 0.1% with the old forms to around 7% currently.  The impact had been better quality data reaching the Department with a saving in costs.

Earlier publication of the results had emerged as a key issue.  The latest figures had been published on 18 September, compared to the end of October in the previous year.  An even earlier publication was hoped for this year.  Other issues were data gaps on inland origins/destinations, various system improvements and possible new data sources.

Outside the review, the use of statistics in support of DfT policy development had reinforced the need for new data.  Sea passenger statistics had become a more important issue.  A 2007 benchmark report on water-borne freight within the UK had been published.  This included data on waterway ports and vessels.  One striking fact to emerge was that 7% of crude petroleum and petroleum products were transported by inland waterways.

The longstanding Ro-Ro survey had recently come into the maritime statistics section.  This had allowed a thorough reassessment of the arrangement for the data collection and processing with some improvements in both quality and in consistency with maritime statistics.  There was also ongoing activity on fleet data, UK Seafarers and port employment. Port employment was important as providing a denominator for accident rate statistics in the port industry.

In questions from the floor, was a breakdown of ship calls by flag available? The answer, yes at least in principle.  There was also interest in domestic ferry passengers and how these might impact local transport plans.  As for publication gaps, the Department would be interested to hear where these were.  Mike Garrett asked about the contribution of the UK fleet to CO2 emissions.  This was an interesting and important subject but not one which could easily be resolved.  Finally, could freight data be provided monthly: the answer was No.

At the end the audience thanked the speakers in the usual way.


AGM
The TSUG AGM was held in Great Minster House on 9th December 2008.  Unlike previous years, when the Chairman and Treasurer read out written reports about the past year’s activities and plans for the future, this year modern technology was introduced in the form of a powerpoint presentation.  From this presentation the following points were made:
· Our membership remains stable.  At the end of March 2008 we had 162 members, of which 111 were corporate and 51 individual (including students and honorary members) – almost exactly the same as in 2006 and 2007
· Although rather more than half our members come from London and the South-East, over a quarter came from the rest of England and 15% from Scotland and Wales

· TSUG finances remain in a healthy state, with a  bank balance stable through year at about £16,000
· Minor amendments were proposed to TSUG’s aims.  They now read:

· To identify problems in the provision and understanding of transport statistics and to discuss solutions with the responsible authorities

· To provide a forum for the exchange of views and information between users and providers
· To encourage the use of transport statistics through greater publicity

· To facilitate a network for sharing ideas, information and expertise 

· There are plans for expanding membership: 

· The Committee has reviewed Corporate Membership to identify potential new members.  Lists based on lapsed Members, and gaps in the regional and sector coverage have been established

· Key features to attract new members include an up-to-date and member-friendly website on which work is now nearly complete; a stimulating seminar programme, with more regional seminars to attract wider membership outside SE and a ‘Regional Group’ of Committee Members to develop annual seminars.  We will also contact potential members before each seminar, and urge existing Members to spread the word about TSUG
· A survey of our members was conducted in November.  30 members replied and showed: 

· General support for the Group 

· Newsletter content and delivery was popular. It could go onto the website, but a clear majority favoured maintaining the status quo re Newsletter distribution, with both hard copy and email 
· Support for Yearbook.  Move to website access popular: a clear majority favoured an on-line version over hard copy format
· Seminars met with overwhelming approval: 87% of respondents felt that seminar topics met their interests; 96% were satisfied with their format and style; 79% found contacts and networking useful; 87% found the central London location convenient; and 83% were happy with their timing and duration
· Majority want afternoon seminars, with a few asking for one or two full day meetings 

· Regional meetings were welcomed, but London has convenience edge.  Several regional locations have supporters 

· Few strong views were expressed on new seminar topics, though several interesting ideas emerged.  Many urged practical focus and avoidance of complexity 

· Update of website was now nearly complete: members will soon be able to 

· Download past seminar slides 

· Book seminar places online 

· Start and respond to discussion threads with other members 

· Pay subscription by credit card online 

· Share their own useful transport statistics websites with other members 

· Update changes to membership details online 

The TSUG Committee would have a few new faces in 2009: June Burnham, Martin Dale, Caroline Halls, Trevor Whelan and Glyn Rhys-Tyler had indicated their desire to resign from the Committee this year; and James Woods would be leaving at the end of 2009.  In their stead John Cartledge, Dean Spears and Shanta Tuladhar were voted onto the Committee with immediate effect; and there was room for more.
The post AGM committee comprises:

· Non executive chair: Peter Norgate 

· Committee chair: Simon Lister
· Treasurer: VACANT 

· Membership and Website: Nina Webster
· Newsletter editor: James Woods (until February 2009); Dean Spears (from March 2009)
· Yearbook coordinator: Jock Robertson
· Publicity: John Dickson-Simpson
· Secretary: VACANT 

· Other members: Richard Butchart; John Cartledge; Alison Hill; Adam Scott; Paul Swallow: Alan Tilly; and Shanta Tuladhar 

9 seminars were held during 2008:
· Scottish Seminar: Road accidents and Scottish Transport Project Review (23 January)
· Impact assessments of transport projects on communities (20 February)
· Transport and health (19 March)
· Transport and the environment (21 May)
· Scheme appraisal for walking and cycling schemes (18 June)
· Safety – an intermodal perspective (16 July)
· The role of motor cycling in the 21st Century (15 October)
· Car characteristics data and links to wider survey inputs (13 November)

· Concessionary fares, plus impact of the new Statistics and Registration Services Act (9 December AGM).
The following seminars are planned for 2009 in London:
· 21 January: Measuring the importance of shipping to the UK economy 

· 18 February: Active traffic management
· 18 March: Road congestion statistics 

· 22 April: GIS in Transportation Planning
· 20 May: Stats 19 and hospital casualty statistics
· 17 June: UK investment in transport infrastructure 

· 15 July: National Passenger Survey
In addition there will be a Regional seminar in Scotland on 21 January at Napier University; and there are other meetings under consideration.  There will be another Membership survey on seminar topics in May 2009. 

Job descriptions for both Treasurer and Secretary were shown, and volunteers solicited; but the posts remained unfilled.


Dates for your diary

Our planned programme for the remainder of the 2008/9 season is given below.  It varies slightly from the programme announced at the AGM.
	18 Mar 2009
14.30-17.00
	Road congestion statistics at DfT HQ, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.   Dorothy Salathiel and Sophie Chase from the DfT will present the PSA measure; Ian Warren and Jay Symonds from the Highways Agency will describe the Reliability Delivery Plan of measures to reduce congestion; and Eric Crane and Craig Medhurst of the DfT will describe recent work with GPS data

	22 Apr 2009
	GIS in transportation planning at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

	20 May 2009
	STATS19 and hospital casualty statistics at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ

	17 Jun 2009
	UK investment in transport infra-structure.  Location to be confirmed. 

	15 Jul 2009
	Active traffic management at TfL, 197 Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NJ


Topics and dates are subject to the availability of speakers and may change.  We will keep our website (www.tsug.org.uk) updated with all the latest information.
Please note also that the 16th ITS World Congress & Exhibition will take place in Stockholm, Sweden, between 21-25 September 2009.  Its theme is ITS in daily life and there will be papers on the technologies and services that are changing the face of transport today.  I don’t know how much interest there will be for transport statisticians as distinct from transport engineers or other transport professionals; but in due course you may find sufficient information on the organisers’ website (www.itsworldcongress.com) to assess whether it would be worth your attending.  Registration information, including fees, will be available on the Congress website and published in the Preliminary Programme.  Registration will open on 11th May 2009.  The Preliminary Programme will be circulated in June 2009. 


Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 81 to:

Dean Spears

Deputy Head of Corporate Sustainability 
Culture & Environment

London Borough of Camden

Town Hall Extension, Argyle Street

London WC1H 8EQ 

Tel:  0207 974 3134

Fax:  0207 974 5714 
Email: Dean.Spears@camden.gov.uk

Appendix: Future statistical publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next 6 months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.  
26 Feb   Attitudes to climate change and the impact of transport
An ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

5 Mar   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - January 2009
A monthly release. For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Mar   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: 2008
An annual bulletin (includes Q4 2008).  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

12 Mar International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional estimates - January 2009
A monthly release. For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

19 Mar   Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Q4 2008
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

2 Apr Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - February 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

9 Apr International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional estimates - February 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Apr P   Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2008
An annual bulletin.  For further information email vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

7 May   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - March 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

7 May   Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q1 2009
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

14 May  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional estimates - March 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

28 May   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Provisional Estimates Q1 2009
A quarterly statistical release.  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

May P   Provisional Port Statistics and Sea Passsenger Statistics: 2008
An annual bulletin.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

May P   2008 Core Accessibility Indicators
An annual report.  For further information email subnational.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

May P   Public experiences of parking

An ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk    

4 Jun  Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - April 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

11 Jun  International Sea Passengers:  Monthly provisional estimates - April 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

18 Jun  Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Q1 2009
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

18 Jun   Public experiences of and attitudes towards bus travel
A ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jun P  Road Casualties in Great Britain: Main Results: 2008
An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jun P   UK Seafarer Statistics: 2008
An annual bulletin.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jun P   Public attitudes to Roads Network Performance

An ad hoc report.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

2 Jul  Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - May 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

9 Jul  International Sea Passengers: Monthly provisional estimates - May 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jul P  Road Statistics 2008: Traffic, Speeds and Congestion

An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jul P  Road Freight Statistics: 2009 Edition

An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Aug   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates: Q1 2009
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
6 Aug   Road Casualties in Great Britain: 2008 provisional estimates for accidents involving illegal alcohol levels
A statistical release.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Aug   Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q2 2009
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Aug   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - June 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

13 Aug  International Sea Passengers: Monthly provisional estimates - June 2009
A monthly release.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

27 Aug  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Provisional Estimates Q2 2009
A quarterly statistical release.  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Aug P   National Travel Survey: 2008
An annual bulletin.  For further information email national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

* * *

Below is a schedule of publications to be produced over the next six months by the Scottish Government.

Mar 2009 Bus and Coach Statistics: 2007-08
Trends in service provision (vehicle-kilometres), passenger journeys and receipts; availability of services, views on them, and use for commuting
For more information please contact Scottish Executive Transport Statistics Branch on 0131 244 7256 or email transtat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
* * *
Finally, below is a schedule of publications to be produced over the next four months by the Welsh Assembly. 
24 Feb 2009: Welsh Transport Statistics 2008 - Chapter 6: Personal Travel 

24 Feb 2009: Welsh Transport Statistics 2008 - Chapter 8: Public Service Vehicles 

June 2009: Welsh Transport Statistics, 2008 

TSUG  NEWS


  TRANSPORT STATISTICS USERS GROUP			                                              Issue No. 80: February 2009            








