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Editorial

I have nothing to say this month, other than to direct your attention to the surprising emergence of the British Medical Journal as a source of transport statistics - see page 9 below.

Publications

Survey of privately owned vans 2003
The DfT published in January the results of a survey carried out over the 12 month period October 2002 - September 2003 into the activity of privately owned vans within Great Britain.  During that time around 2,500 owners of privately owned vans registered in Great Britain were asked to provide details of trips they made on specific days.  Respondents were asked to provide information related to the vehicle and its activity, including the time and day of journey, the reason for trip, the type of goods and equipment carried, the type of business the vehicle is used for and the information relating to the origin and destination of journeys.  Key findings from the survey include: 

· 77% of all trips are business/work related, with the remainder for personal activity
· The most common uses for a van are travelling to and from work.  These two activities combined account for 38% of all trips made and 45% of the total distance travelled
· On average, trips made for personal use are significantly shorter, at 13km, than those made for business use (20km)
· 81% of trips take place on weekdays.  There is little variability between weekdays.  Significantly fewer trips, however, occur at the weekend: 12% on Saturday and only 8% on Sunday
· The peak periods during the week are between 8am and 9am, and 4pm and 5pm

· The construction industry accounts for 41% of all vehicle kilometres, personal use for 13% 
· Around 28% of vehicle kilometres are empty legs of journeys
· 91% of trips both start and end in the same Government Office Region and 77% of distance travelled is within the same Region
The sample - selected from DVLA (Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency) records - was stratified by van type and Government Office Region of vehicle registration.  The results have been grossed to provide estimates of the activity of all privately owned vans. 

A continuous survey of company owned vans commenced in April 2003.  Publication of the results from the first year is planned for June 2004. 

Copies of this bulletin are available from the DfT: Tel: 020 7944 4442. 

For statistical enquiries on the survey contact Paul McDonnell, Transport Statistics Freight Division, Tel: 020 7944 4442

Email: Paul.McDonnell@dft.gsi.gov.uk 
Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - Q4 2003
Key results from the report published by the Dft in February include, for the fourth quarter of 2003:
· The total number of vehicles travelling to mainland Europe was 645,300 - a 1% decrease from both the previous quarter and the fourth quarter of 2002
· 451,600 of this total were powered vehicles -virtually unchanged from both the previous quarter and the fourth quarter of 2002
· The number of unaccompanied trailers fell by 3% from the previous quarter and by 4% from the fourth quarter of 2002
· UK-registered vehicles accounted for 25% of all powered vehicles - compared with 27% a year ago
Survey results are broken down by country of vehicle registration, by country of disembarkation and by GB port group.  Separate figures are given for powered vehicles and unaccompanied trailers. 

The report is available free of charge from Lisa Ayers, Transport Statistics Freight Division:

tel: 0117 372 8484

Email: lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
and the DfT’s website http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat 

Bus Quality Indicators: England – October to December 2003
The DfT published in February National Statistics on passenger satisfaction, bus reliability and age of fleet. The key points, in seasonally-adjusted terms unless otherwise noted, are: 

· In the latest quarter, the average satisfaction score given by passengers for overall service on the bus journey just completed was 80 out of 100 for England, 83 in Metropolitan areas, 82 in Shire areas and 78 in London.  Ratings for both the Metropolitan and London areas were 1 point higher than those obtained in the previous quarter. The Shire areas rating was unchanged over the same period
· For England as a whole, the average satisfaction score for reliability in the latest quarter was 66, one point higher than the rating for the previous quarter 

· Satisfaction with bus stop information rose significantly in the latest quarter, from 63 to 66. Satisfaction levels rose in all areas, particularly in the Metropolitan areas where the rating was 61, four points higher than in the previous quarter 

· The total percentage of mileage run excluding losses outside the operators’ control totalled 98.5% in the period October to December 2003, slightly higher than the 98.2% attained in the previous quarter, though unchanged from the level achieved in 2002/03 as a whole

· Lost mileage due to traffic congestion in London - 1.3% in the latest quarter - was the lowest since the start of the survey.  The reduction partly reflects the continuing impact of the congestion charge, implemented on February 17
· The average age of buses in the DVLA database was 8.1 at the end of 2003.  It was 8.2 at the end of 2002
This free Bulletin is available from DfT, TSPT1, Zone 2/17, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).

Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the following website address:
http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/publictransport 

Details of the targets agreed with the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) can be found at: 
http://www.press.dtlr.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2002_0170 
Sea Passenger Statistics: Q4 2003

The Department for Transport published in March provisional figures for sea passengers travelling on short-sea routes, for the fourth quarter of 2003.  During this period there were: 

· 5.4 million international sea passenger journeys to and from the UK, 5% lower than in the same quarter last year.  Arrivals and departures to the UK each totalled 2.7 million, down 6% and 5% respectively compared to the same quarter last year 

· 3.2 million international passenger journeys through Dover (59% of all international passenger journeys), a reduction of 8% compared with the same quarter last year.  Portsmouth was the next largest port for international sea passenger traffic, with 0.55 million international journeys 

· 0.74 million domestic sea passenger journeys between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, 7% higher than the same quarter last year
For comparison, during the same period there were 3.8 million passenger journeys through the Channel Tunnel, 3% lower than in the same quarter last year. 

For those of you who can use the hyperlink (I gather that some of you with ageing versions of Word are unable to open them all reliably), the table of International and Domestic Sea Passengers on short sea routes: 2001 - 2003 is attached here.
Copies of this bulletin are available from the DfT’s Maritime Statistics Branch (tel: 020-7944 4121). The bulletin is also available from the Department’s website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/maritime/ . 

The DfT collects information on sea passenger traffic from UK ferry operators and agents, in a statutory survey.   Sea passenger information is also published annually in Maritime Statistics (tables 3.1 and 3.2) and Transport Statistics Great Britain (tables 6.12 and 6.13).  Summary quarterly information is also published by ONS in the Monthly Digest of Statistics. 

The contact for Sea Passenger inquiries is Steve Wellington (tel: 020-7944 4131)

Email: steve.wellington@dft.gov.uk
National Travel Survey: 2002

The DfT published in April National Statistics about the travel habits of residents of Great Britain.  The main trends were published in December 2003 in National Travel Survey: 2002 Provisional Results. The latest bulletin includes final figures for those tables, the more detailed tables usually published in the NTS annual bulletin, and results from questions asked for the first time in 2002. 

Findings from the new questions in 2002 include: 

· 80% of White people aged 17 and over lived in a household with a car, compared with 73% of people of Asian background and 61% of people of other ethnic groups.  It is likely that some of this difference is associated with the area of residence of these groups
· Four fifths of respondents rated the local buses and trains they used as reliable or frequent
· About 70% of people travelled to work by car or motorcycle.  Of these, 59% said they experienced no difficulties travelling to work, but 37% said traffic congestion and roadworks caused them problems
· The main reasons given for accompanying primary school children to school were traffic danger (57%), fear of assault (47%) and because the school was too far away (26%)
· A fifth of 5-10 year olds were almost always allowed to cross roads on their own and a further two fifths were sometimes allowed to do so
· On average nearly a fifth of children aged 5-15 played in the street on any given day.  The most popular time was between 3 pm and 5 pm. Sundays were the most popular day and Mondays the least popular
· The most common travel benefit offered to employees was cut price or free car parking, offered to 30% of respondents. A company car was offered only 9% of respondents
· 3% of respondents always worked at home, and a further 5% did so on at least one day in the week before being interviewed.  It was possible for a further 10% to work at home, but for 82% it was not possible to work at home at all
· Over half of respondents said they walked for 20 minutes or more at least once a week.  Nearly one in five young people (aged 17-20) reported such walks less than once a year
· Households were much more likely to rate their local pavements as very poor than very good, but overall they were only slightly more likely to rate them as very/fairly poor than very/fairly good
· 64% of all households ordered goods over the phone, by post or on the internet
· Only 3% said better public transport was a reason for moving, but nearly a quarter of respondents said the availability of public transport was very important when choosing a new home and a further fifth said it was fairly important
A more consistent method has been used to estimate car occupancy figures.  This will affect estimates of car passenger kilometre figures published in Transport Statistics Great Britain in October.  The new figures for cars, vans and taxis will be revised back to 1993 and will be a few per cent higher than previously.  Further details can be obtained by e-mailing national.travelsurvey@dft.gov.uk
The 2002 NTS is part of a continuous survey that began in July 1988.  During 2002, over 7,400 households provided details of their personal travel by filling in travel diaries over a period of a week, compared with about 3,500 households in 2001.  The increased sample size in 2002 enables most key results to be presented on a single year basis for the first time.  There are some discontinuities between data for 2002 and previous years as a result of:

· changes in the sampling methodology (eg stratification by population density rather than socio-economic group) 

· a change in contractor leading to use of interviewers new to the survey, coding the diaries centrally rather than by interviewers, and clarification of definitions
Travel details provided by respondents include trip purpose, method of travel, time of day and trip length. The households also provided background information, such as the age, gender, working status, and driving licence holding of individuals, and details of the cars available for their use. 

The bulletin, the previous bulletin with provisional results, and the 2002 Technical Report containing details of sampling, fieldwork and data processing are available in PDF format on the transport statistics web site: http://www.transtat.dft.gov.uk/ .  It is also available from Spencer Broadley, Zone 2/15, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR (020 7944 3097), or by e-mail: national.travelsurvey@dft.gov.uk 

Data from the National Travel Survey are used extensively in Transport Trends, the latest edition of which is available on the DfT website.  The new information from the 2002 National Travel Survey released in April will be used to update the relevant Transport Trends tables and text on 20 May.
2003 National Road Maintenance Condition Survey
The report of the 2003 NRMCS on the condition of roads and footways in England and Wales was published in April.  It presents information on both the surface condition and structural condition of roads.

Key results are attached, for those of you with appropriate web access.
Copies of the report are available from: DfT Highways Maintenance Data Unit, Zone 2/18, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR 

Tel: 020 7944 3092
Fax: 020 7944 2164
E-Mail: roadmaintenance.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

A copy is also available from the DfT website
Vehicle licensing statistics: 2003
The DfT published in May National Statistics of the stock of licensed vehicles in Great Britain at the end of 2003.  The publication provides additional and more detailed breakdowns of end 2003 vehicle stock figures first published on 25 March.

Copies of this bulletin are available from TSR4, 2/16 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (tel: 020 7944 3046)

vehicle.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Road Traffic in Great Britain – Q1 2004
The Department for Transport published in May provisional figures that indicate that estimated traffic levels rose by 1.8% between the first quarter of 2003 and the first quarter of 2004.  Although this is slightly higher than the rate of growth recorded over the year to the fourth quarter of 2003, it continues the estimated underlying growth rate of between 1 - 2% per annum since 1999.  Other key results include:
· Car traffic rose by about 2% over the year to the first quarter of 2004
· Light van traffic was 1% higher in the first quarter of 2004 than in the corresponding period of 2003, whilst goods vehicle traffic fell by 1%
· Traffic on motorways grew by 1% from the first quarter of 2003 to the first quarter of 2004
Minor rural roads recorded a 3% growth in traffic, over the same period, and there were rises of 2% on urban A roads and minor urban roads.

This Bulletin is available from DfT, TSR2, Zone 2/14, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 3095).  Quarterly road traffic statistics can be viewed at the following address: http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/roadtraff/ 

Estimates of road traffic statistics at local authority level, together with corresponding figures for casualties in road accidents, were made available on the DfT website on 19 February.  This is the first time that local level estimates of traffic were published. These traffic figures at local level are less robust than the regional and national totals and are not classed as National Statistics.  They are being provided to enable the calculation and monitoring of road casualty rates for individual local authorities.
Transport of goods by road in Great Britain: 2003
The DfT published in May National Statistics on the activity of GB-registered heavy goods vehicles in Great Britain during 2003.  Key findings from this annual bulletin include: 

· freight moved by GB-registered heavy goods vehicles within Great Britain increased by 1.3% from 150 billion tonne kilometres in 2002 to 152 billion tonne kilometres in 2003
· freight lifted increased by 1% from 1,627 million tonnes in 2002 to 1,643 million tonnes in 2003

· the average length of haul was unchanged between 2002 and 2003, at 92 kilometres
· total vehicle kilometres was unchanged between 2002 and 2003, at 22.2 billion km
· between 1993 and 2003, total tonne kilometres grew by 18%, and vehicle kilometres by 8%, which was less than the rise in GDP (33%)
The Continuing Survey of Road Goods Transport is based on a weekly sample of goods vehicles over 3.5 tonnes gross weight.  During 2003, questionnaires recording the activity of each vehicle during a specified survey week were sent to the registered keepers of 19,500 vehicles. The sample, selected from DVLA records, was stratified by vehicle weight group and by DfT Traffic Area of vehicle registration.  The results have been grossed to provide estimates of the activity of all heavy goods vehicles in Great Britain. 

Copies of this bulletin are available from DfT : Tel 020 7944 4261. 

For statistical enquiries on the survey contact Stephen Oxley, Transport Statistics Freight Division, Tel 020 7944 4261, Email: Stephen.Oxley@dft.gsi.gov.
Transport across Scotland in 2001 and 2002: some Scottish Household Survey results for parts of Scotland

The Scottish Executive published a statistical bulletin in February which showed that:

· In 2001/2002, 65% of households had one or more motor vehicles available for private use. The percentage was highest in rural areas (82%) and lowest in large urban areas (56%)
· About 20% of households had two or more cars, rising to around 34% in “accessible” rural areas.  The percentage of households without a car available for private use was highest in Glasgow (57%)

· 6% of households had one or more company vehicles available for private use

· About a third of households had one or more bicycles that adults could use.  The percentage with bicycles ranged from 20% for households in Glasgow to 54% in Highland
· In 2001/2002, nearly two-thirds of people aged 17 or over were said to have a full driving licence. The percentage ranged from 46% in Glasgow to 80% in Aberdeenshire

· Across Scotland, 46% of people aged 17 or over were said to drive every day: 58% of those in “accessible” rural areas, and 55% of those in “remote” rural areas, compared with only 38% of those in large urban areas

· In 2001/2002, 55% of adults said that they had made a trip of more than a quarter of a mile by foot to go somewhere in the previous seven days, but only 39-40% of those in rural areas had done so.  Among the Council areas, the percentage was highest in Edinburgh (69%) and lowest in Eilean Siar (22%).  However, 52-55% of adults in rural areas said that they had walked for pleasure or to keep fit in the seven days before the interview
· In 2001/2002, about 4% of householders said that they had no bus service or were at least 14 minutes walk away from the nearest bus stop (or place where one could get on a bus).  However, about 26% of householders in “remote” rural areas, and around 15% of those in “accessible” rural areas, said that they had no bus service or were at least 14 minutes walk away from one.  Orkney (33%) and Aberdeenshire and Shetland (both 17-19%) had the highest percentages
· 23% of householders did not know the frequency of their nearest bus service
· Public transport was described as “very convenient” by 54% of adults in large urban areas, but by only 13% of those living in “remote” rural areas: there, 31% said that it was “very inconvenient”, and a further 15% felt that it was “fairly inconvenient’.  Among the Council areas, the “very convenient” percentage was highest for Aberdeen, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Renfrewshire and West Dunbartonshire (all 55-58%); and the “very inconvenient” percentage was highest for Orkney (33%) and Aberdeenshire, Highland and Shetland (all 18- 23%)
· Over two-thirds of commuters said that they usually travelled to work by car or van (57% as the driver, 11% as a passenger) 13% walked, 12% went by bus, 3% used a train and 2% cycled.  The percentage who drove to their place of work was highest for “accessible” rural areas (73%) and “remote” rural areas (67%), and lowest for large urban areas and “remote” small towns (50-51%)

· 30% of commuters living in “remote” small towns walked to work.  Argyll & Bute and Scottish Borders had the highest percentages (25-26%).  The bus was the usual means of travel to work for 20% of those living in large urban area, with the highest percentages being in Edinburgh and Glasgow (both 25-26%)
· About 9% of employed adults worked at or from home.  The percentage was highest in “remote” rural areas and in the Council areas of Argyll & Bute and Orkney (20-21%)

· Walking was reported to be the usual method of travel to school for 54% of pupils, 23% went by bus, 20% travelled in a car or van, and only 1% cycled.  About three-fifths of pupils in towns and cities walked to school, compared with around 30% of those in rural areas
Some additional results of the SHS are given below, to avoid duplication.

Copies of this report are available, price £2, from Scottish Executive Publication Sales, The Stationery Office Bookshop, 71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ, tel: 0131 228 4181

Note: Just as I was going to press I received a copy of “Scottish Household Survey Travel Diary results for 2002”.  I will be giving more details in newsletter 66.  

STP statistics and trends 2003

SPT – the brand name of the Passenger Transport Authority and Executive for Strathclyde – produced in March the first edition of what is planned to become an annual publication bringing together a wide selection of statistics on travel in west central Scotland.  An electronic version of it can be downloaded from www.spt.co.uk 
The hard copy is an attractively presented 30-page report (in A4 landscape format), largely comprising maps, charts, tables and graphs, with notes but without commentary.

For more information, please contact the Policy Development Unit, Strathclyde Passenger Transport, Consort House, 12 West George Street, Glasgow G2 1HN.  Tel: 0141 332 6811
Bus and coach statistics: 2002-03 (Scotland)
The Scottish Executive published in March a detailed compendium of bus and coach statistics.  This showed that in Scotland in 2002-03:

· The total number of passenger journeys (boardings) on local bus services was 445 million, 1% more than in the previous year.  This  represented 88 journeys per head of population, 14% higher than the corresponding figure for GB.  

· The distance travelled by local bus services was 375 million vehicle kilometres, 1% more than in the previous year and 8% more than ten years ago

· All Scottish bus and coach services (local plus non-local) travelled 516 million vehicle kilometres in 2002-03, 1% less than in the previous year, though 3% more than in 1992-93, compared with an 6% rise for GB as a whole
· In real terms, fares on local bus services were unchanged on the previous year.  They increased by 19% over the past ten years, the same as for GB.  Over the same 10 year period, motoring costs rose by only 1% in real terms
· Passenger receipts from all Scottish bus and coach services (local plus non-local) totalled £495 million, in real terms £14 million more than the previous year and £45 million more than ten years earlier.  Local bus passenger receipts were £354 million and, in real terms, increased by 4% over the past ten years, compared with increases of 12% for GB and 8% for GB outwith London

· Public transport support for local bus services was £32 million, 23% more in real terms than the figure for 1992-93, compared with a rise of 31% for GB, and a rise of 5% for GB outwith London
Other points included:

· In Scotland, over the past ten years, the number of single decker buses (including coaches) has increased by 21%, the number of double deckers has reduced by 33%, and staff numbers have fallen by 3%.  In consequence, operating costs per vehicle kilometre (including depreciation) were 24% lower in real terms than ten years earlier
· Since 1975, Scotland has seen a 50% reduction in the number of local bus passenger journeys (boardings) but a 11% increase in the distance travelled by local bus services
· In the Scottish Household Survey interviews conducted in 2002, about seven-eighths of households said that they were within 6 minutes walk of a bus stop.  About 26% of householders in “remote” rural areas, and around 14% of those in “accessible” rural areas, said that they had no bus service or were at least 14 minutes walk away from the nearest bus access point (see the report above on the previous publication for further details of SHS results)
· In 2002, 41% of adults stated that they had used a local bus service within the previous month. Females made more use of local bus services than males, with 12% of women using a bus service every day or almost every day, compared to 9% of men.  9% of 16-19 year olds used a bus service every day, with a further 21% using a bus service almost every day
· In 2002, 70% of adults who had used a local bus service within the previous month agreed with the statement that the buses run on time.  72% agreed that the buses ran when they were needed, 76% found them comfortable, 86% felt safe and secure on the bus, 91% found the range and price of tickets easy to understand, and 71% of bus users felt that bus fares were good value

· In 2002, 12% of commuters said that they usually travelled to work by bus and 68% went by car or van.  49% of those who went by car/van said that they could use public transport.  However, 83% of car/van commuters living in “remote” rural areas said that they could not use public transport
· In 2002 the main reasons given by car and van commuters who could use public transport to travel to work for not doing so included “inconvenient”, “takes too long”, “use my own car” and “no direct route”.

· In 2002, 17% of adults said that they would feel “very safe”, and 40% “fairly safe”, when travelling by bus in the evening.  However, 8% would feel “not safe at all”
· In 2002, about 9-12% of journeys made by adults each day were by bus, except on Sundays when it was only 4%.  The self-employed, people in professional occupations, adults living in house- holds with an annual net income of over £40,000, and adults living in “remote” small towns, all made only 2-4% of their journeys by bus

Copies of this report are available, price £2, from Scottish Executive Publication Sales, The Stationery Office Bookshop, 71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ, tel: 0131 228 4181



Scottish Executive transport statistics web pages
These can be found at:  www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat   

They provide:

· "on-line" versions of each Transport Statistics publication since Spring 1998.  These can also be reached via www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest 

·  Scottish Transport Statistics 
- or via: www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/sts 

· bulletins of transport-related results from the Scottish Household Survey

· Road Accidents Scotland
 - or via: www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/ras 

· Bus and Coach Statistics and other statistical bulletins.

· Excel spreadsheet versions of the tables in the latest and some previous editions of these publications
- or via: www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/sheets 

· updated versions of some of the ‘key’ tables in Scottish Transport Statistics
· extra road accident statistics tables (not yet available)
· other information, including:

· the specification of the ‘Stats 19’ road accident statistics returns (including the changes to be made from January 2005);  and

· arrangements for consulting users and providers, including the Transport & Travel Statistics Advisory Committee and the            Liaison Group on Road Accident Statistics                

· links to other relevant Web sites.  

Updated versions of some of the 'key' tables in Scottish Transport Statistics will be prepared when a further year’s figures become available for the key topics which are a year behind the rest of the publication.  Extra road accident statistics tables will be decided in the light of the advice of  LGRAS. 

The release of such tables will be announced by e-mail to the ScotStat ‘Transport’ mailing list (and others).  To register as a user of Transport statistics,  go to: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/stats/scotstats.asp, click on ‘access the SCOTSTAT register’, and enter your details, including your subject areas of interest. 



ONS statistics
The ONS website - http://www.statistics.gov.uk/ - as well as the DfT’s, can carry transport-related statistics.  I found the article on age-related travel, published online on 7 May, interesting, though its conclusions were hardly surprising.  It showed that:
· The number of trips people in GB make declines with age.  During 2002, people aged 70 and over each made an average of 700 trips, compared with 1,100 trips made by those aged 50 to 59
· Retirement has a major influence on travel patterns.  Those aged 50 to 59 made around 300 trips for business or commuting purposes on average, compared with hardly any by those 70 and over
· Shopping and other personal business are the most common reasons for travel by older people.  During 2002, 43% of trips made by those aged 50 to 59 were to go shopping, to conduct other personal business or to escort somebody else. This increased to 64% for people aged 70 and over
· Older people also travel considerably less far than those in younger age groups.  Men aged 50 to 59 travelled 16,900 kilometres on average during 2002, more than double the 7,000 kms travelled by those aged 70 and over.  Women in these age groups travelled 11,600 and 5,200 kms respectively  

· People over state pension age are more reliant than younger people on public transport, in particular local buses; and are also considerably more likely to report difficulties accessing local amenities such as shops, banks or hospitals
· Use of the car - the most important form of transport for people of all ages in GB - declines with age; and fewer older women have access to cars compared with men of the same age.  In 2001, 88% of men and 85% of women aged 50 to 59 had access to at least one car or van in their household.  Among those aged 75 and over these proportions were only 58% and 33% respectively
· A much greater proportion of older men than women hold a full car driving licence - 68% of men and 28% of women aged 70 and over in 2002
· Although they walk less than people in lower age groups, older people are considerably more likely to be killed, as pedestrians, in a road accident.  In 2002 people aged 70 and over walked on average nearly a third less far than the population as a whole.  However, 3.7 per 100,000 population aged 70 and over were killed as pedestrians in road accidents, compared with a rate of 1.3 per 100,000 for the population as a whole
[Sources: NTS, for number of trips, distance travelled and driving licence data; 2002 English Longitudinal Survey of Ageing, for access to services data; Road Casualties GB 2002, for road accident data]
There is also a monthly release of data on the number of nationals visiting the UK from the European Union and those countries joining the EU on 1 May 2004.  And other recent publications - the MN Series - present statistics on flows of international migrants to and from the UK and England and Wales during the preceding ten years.  The time series data contain estimates of Total International Migration derived from the International Passenger Survey, estimates of flows between the UK and the Irish Republic, and Home Office data.


CTC statistics
The CTC regularly publishes articles in Cycle Digest which uses or explores cycle-related statistics, and anyone interested in the part bicycles play in Britain’s transport activity should visit www.ctc.org.uk.
The current issue of Cycle Digest - no. 39, Spring 2004 - contains a number of interesting statistics.  For example, did you know that, according to a House of Commons written answer, the estimated cost of a fatal road crash in 2002 was £1,447,490?  Another snippet concerns the relationship between cycle use and cycle casualties.  An article by P L Jacobsen in Injury Prevention, Sep 2003 - published by the British Medical Journal - concludes that “the likelihood that a given person walking or bicycling will be struck by a motorist varies inversely with the amount of walking or bicycling.”  He says “This result is unexpected.  Since it is unlikely that the people walking and bicycling become more cautious if their numbers are larger, it… appears that motorists adjust their behavior in the presence of people walking and bicycling.  There is an urgent need for further exploration of the human factors controlling motorist behavior in the presence of people walking and bicycling.” [see www.bmjjournals.com for the full text, which contains fascinating statistics from all over the world, as well as statistical analyses]


News

Major rail review announced
Transport Secretary Alistair Darling announced in January a major review of the structure of Britain’s railway.  The review will focus on three things: 

· The structural and organisational changes needed to improve rail performance for its customers 

· the progress being made by increased investment and the means by which costs can be better controlled
· the regulation of safety 

The Government will publish proposals in the summer and will set out its spending plans for railways through to 2008 in the Spending Review.
Government secures better congestion data
The DfT announced in February a new agreement to secure better information in order to target measures for tackling congestion on Britain’s roads.  As a result of this agreement, the DfT will be provided with data collected from satellite navigation systems fitted in over 50,000 private and commercial vehicles.  This will enable it to produce detailed reports on the pattern and location of congestion, identifying congestion hot-spots and showing the impact of measures to tackle the problems.  The resulting information will be available for use by DfT, the Highways Agency, Transport Direct and local authorities.  The data will give both national and local government much better information on the pattern and location of congestion on urban and inter-urban roads, and by so doing will provide a strong basis for planning and managing the flow of traffic on England’s roads. 

The contract to receive the data has been signed with ITIS Holdings at a cost of £1.25m in the first year and £1m per annum for the following two years.  ITIS will provide Government with data on a monthly basis with immediate effect and are also making available data collected since 2001.
Road safety review published
The DfT published in April the first review of the Government’s Road Safety Strategy.  The review charts the progress to date on achieving the Government’s road safety targets and shows that in the first three years of the strategy there has been a 17% drop in the number of people killed or seriously injured on the roads, and a 33% reduction in the number of children killed and seriously injured.
Areas where real successes in road safety have been achieved include: 

· The national roll out of safety cameras following the pilot which showed a 35% reduction in killed and seriously injured
· The significant reductions seen in pedestrian and cyclist casualties
· The new Local Transport Plan process, which allows local authorities to adopt a longer-term approach and more flexibility in delivering the strategy and casualty reductions at the local level 

· The continuing effectiveness of Local Safety Schemes, where local authorities estimate that those delivered in 2002-03 alone would save nearly 5,000 casualties
It also details the areas which will require continuing attention as the strategy develops.  These include: 

· The number of deaths, which has not fallen significantly since 1998
· The number of car occupant deaths
· The number of motorcyclist deaths and injuries
· The rise in drink-drive related deaths and injuries
Across the world, over a million people die each year as a result of road accidents.  And as many as 50 million people are injured each year.  In its World report on road traffic injury prevention also published in April, the World Health Organisation predicts: 

· that these figures will increase by 65% over the next 20 years unless there is a new commitment to prevention
· by 2020 road traffic injuries will rank third in their league of causes of disability and early death, overtaking HIV and tuberculosis and other major killers
The review of the Government’s Road Safety Strategy is available on the Department’s website at www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_rdsafety/documents/page/dft_rdsafety_028165.hcsp. 

The WHO’s report on World road traffic injury prevention is available at http://www.who.int/en/
 

Seminar: Travel by older persons; assessing the pedestrian environment; and improving rural accessibility

Richard Butchart has provided me with the following account of the TSUG seminar held at Great Minster House on Wednesday, 10 December 2003.
Dr Kit Mitchell, an independent consultant, began the seminar with a presentation of some research into the characteristics of “travel by older persons”.  The interest in this subject arose from the increased size of this population group and the increase in driving licence holding within the group, though this had still not reached the levels prevalent in the US.  Another factor was the under-representation of older persons involved in accidents but their over-representation in fatalities.  A final factor was decreasing mobility with age.

The general picture was that persons over 60 travel less.  Within the total, leisure trips rise then fall with age.  Older persons make fewer trips as car drivers and walking and bus use increases for the over 60s before declining again from the mid 70s.  For women, there was a general pattern of decline, especially as car drivers.  Trips get shorter and non-car trips rise with age as a proportion.  The same patterns are apparent in Europe, but with the Netherlands less car dependent and Norway showing higher car dependency.  The picture in the US is completely different: cars account for 90% of trips, and this creates social problems when car use is no longer an option.

Looking at trends, there has been a rise in car use with a corresponding fall in walking and public transport.  Among older men, this reflects a reduction in walking and rising car use and, for older women, car driving is increasing.  The result is a trend in Britain to higher car dependency with its associated social problems.  In contrast, in the Netherlands, while car use has also increased, there has also been a rise in walking.

Kit then went on to look at two myths:

· Older drivers are more dangerous
· The fatality rate rises sharply over 65
The reality was that older car drivers are less involved in accidents, and that most fatalities in older persons were as pedestrians.  The over-representation of older persons as fatalities increases with age, and is a reflection of increased fragility.  One aspect of this problem was that safety design had been based around young men rather than older persons.  This was important for buses, the source of many injury accidents to older persons.  Where older drivers were involved in an accident, it was less likely to involve drink, but more likely to involve manoeuvring.

For Kit, the policy lessons were:
· More needs to be done to tackle falls in buses
· No evidence to suggest that older drivers are a risk to others
· Stopping older drivers may lead to more accidents
· Mobility is essential for independence
· Alternatives to the car are essential
* * *

Stuart Reid of TRL then presented some work on “assessing the pedestrian environment”, with many eye-opening illustrations of the real environment facing pedestrians in some parts of Britain today.  It was Government policy to encourage walking but to do so needed careful attention to the street environment. This required information to be gathered about the barriers to walking, the end users and how to meet their needs.  One aspect was the attempt to build asset registers, but it was necessary to be sure of what was covered and whether non-local authority assets were included.  Going back to the user, there was a wide range of ages, abilities and experience.  One example was the figure of 2 million persons with slight hearing loss and 700,000 profoundly deaf.  Meeting the needs of such persons required careful design.

Under pedestrian needs, Stuart listed safety, security, comfort, directness and conviviality.  Even where these could be agreed on, there were problems of measurability and comparability.  TRL had developed the PERS system to attempt to tackle these problems.  It had been designed around vulnerable pedestrians as its target and covered routes, links and crossings.  While any existing data should be used, it needed to be supplemented by direct observation on the ground.  The output from the system was a map or maps showing the quality of the environment as red, amber or green.  Questions afterwards made it clear that the system is relatively coarse, so that finer discrimination between the quality levels of the environment other than red, amber or green would not bear much scrutiny.

* * *

Annette Pedler, also of TRL, wound up the seminar with a presentation on “improving accessibility in rural areas”.  Understanding the problems required an understanding of what was meant by accessibility. Essentially it meant access to activities and the opportunity to take part in them.  Accessibility could be harmed by distance, a lack of service (i.e. transport) with some pockets of poor accessibility. Increased car use could result in increased social exclusion for those without access to cars.

There were some barriers to accessibility: no opportunity, because there was no service; links not accessible; spatial barriers, because journey takes too long, and the loss of more local facilities such as stores; cost - too expensive; crime/safety - waiting at bus stops; physical barriers - busy roads; lack of information; mode specific barriers, such as lack of low floor or, indeed, any bus.  Key services to be considered included doctor’s surgery, food shop, education, employment, post office and banks, leisure facilities and pubs.  In approaching this complex problem, certain standards could be established. These involved the frequency of the service, opening hours, acceptable length of journey, and acceptable journey start and finish times.

Annette’s work had involved establishing a bottom up Accessibility Audit using local data, and was undertaken in two pilots.  In the first pilot, the question was to discover what accessibility problems there were at local level, requiring much local co-operation.  It also considered complexity versus simplicity in the audit design as well as qualitative versus quantitative measures.

The audit itself was a two-stage process.  The first stage looked at a parish as a whole to identify key services.  In the second stage a household survey was undertaken to look at an individual’s experience.  Stage 1 saw the production of a list of key services, some understanding of the local population characteristics, and an enumeration of bus services into none, some and daily.  Stage 2 saw the house-hold survey which established individual needs for access to the key services and how this was achieved: i.e. walk, cycle, public transport or car.  This showed both the need and the difficulties in accessing the key services.  From this, the key access problems emerged, and by collating the qualitative answers some thought could be given to possible solutions. The end result was to provide the parish council with real evidence for robust discussion with the local authority.

Annette’s final thoughts showed that she believed one answer to improving accessibility was to use demand responsive services.  Better bus services were a second possibility but a more radical one was to provide mobile services, along the lines of mobile libraries.  Improved highway travel information would also be good. 

Seminar: Making your data work harder by sharing it
More than two dozen people attended this seminar, held at Great Minster House on 21 January 2004. There were two speakers: Ian Coles, TRICS Data & Systems Co-ordinator for JMP Consultants; and Tom Worsley, DfT’s Head, Integrated Transport Economics & Appraisal.  Alison Hill took notes of Tom Worsley’s presentation to help me prepare the following report of the proceedings.
Ian Coles kicked off with an account of the evolution and growth of TRICS (Trip Rate Information Computer System).  It arose from an initiative in 1987, when 6 County Councils in the South of England - Dorset, East and West Sussex, Hampshire, Kent and Surrey - decided to swap traffic count data for common use.  It turned out that there were more data to be swapped and shared than was originally thought, and it was therefore agreed to find a way to contain the data in an easy-to-retrieve format.  JMP was commissioned to produce a computerised data-base which would include a trip rate analysis facility.
The original product - TRICS 2.1 - was written in dBASE, ran under MS DOS and was made available in monochrome on floppy disk.  Knowledge of its existence spread throughout the UK, and organisations such as local authorities and consultants became interested in obtaining it.  This allowed TRICS to consider expanding its database beyond its original south-eastern boundaries.  An annual membership was introduced as a first step towards TRICS becoming a national system.

In 1993 work started on the next generation of TRICS - Series 3.  The system was re-written in C and a BTRIEVE database engine was introduced.  It was still available on floppy disks, but this time in colour, and in a more user-friendly, presentable format.

By 1998 the database had almost tripled in size from its initial 1050 survey days, and some 200 organisations had joined TRICS.  Work began on the system’s most ambitious rewrite.  After two years of development and testing, Series 4 was launched.  Written in Delphi, it now ran in a Windows environment, was compatible with other Microsoft Word packages, and had a multi-modal transport facility.  It was made available on CD-ROM. 
The current system is TRICS 5, which continues to be developed on a six-monthly basis.  Flashfiler has now replaced BTRIEVE as the database engine, and enhancements are being progressively added.

Since its birth, TRICS has been committed to a community approach that involves all its member organisations (currently 219).  An annual user meeting, typically attended by around 100 people, generates ideas which help:

· Development of the system

· Annual data collection programmes

· Approaches to TRICS-related research

What began with six county councils in the south of England has evolved into a national TRICS community.  For the future, there are new research projects and system developments, and more multi-modal activity.  TRICS may become website based.  The annual user meeting could well evolve into a wider forum; but “we’ll stick to the teamwork approach, which has been our strongest asset.”
After Ian’s presentation there was the usual feast of questions, from which I picked up a few morsels:
· There are a number of small LAs which have not yet joined the system

· Around 50-60% of membership are LAs.  The rest are mostly universities and Government departments

· The TRICS website – TRICS.org – gives a full list of research projects
· The response rate of members to questionnaires is pretty good – about 20% for postal questionnaires, and better than that for direct contacts at user meetings

· The TRICS format can be adapted to take local issues into account

· TRICS was designed specifically for transport surveys and to deal with trip rate analysis.  It would not be easy to adapt it to other subjects

· TRICS includes many types of transport data, including freight traffic, vehicle movements, bus and coach transport, vehicle occupancy…
· The six original counties still control the project

· The concept has now spread to Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic; and New Zealand has expressed an interest but nothing has eventuated from that yet 
* * *

Tom Worsley took over to talk about ETIS - A European Transport Information System - whose mission statement reads: “To provide policy makers and policy analysts with the capability to include the European dimension in monitoring transport policies and developments.”  In a splendidly entertaining and revealing presentation - necessarily much expurgated in the anodyne account below - Tom began by saying how extraordinarily difficult it was to work out what this mission statement actually means.

The EU compiles an enormous amount of data through Eurostat.  It also conducts transport modelling of its own, e.g. on international freight flows.  It is therefore a very big undertaking to organise it, as definition of zones, and even vehicles, vary across Member States.

As with all major projects the EU encourages the involvement of a wide range of partners and consultants. However, the lead consultant on ETIS LINK (which co-ordinates the project) is RAND Europe: an organisation new to the transport sector in the EU.  As for the ETIS Steering Group, it lacks not only a statistician, but also someone expert in the development of large-scale database systems, and someone with a comprehensive knowledge of transport policies within EU Member States.

As individual Member States often have difficulty delivering the data that their policy makers require, and EU transport policy is often not based on an analytical framework, the question is: will the data that will be input onto ETIS be able to answer policy questions at this broader EU level?
In planning the first Open Conference the Steering Group realised that it would have to have a more consultative focus, as there wasn’t much in the way of progress to report.  

The Conference itself highlighted both conflicting approaches between Member States, and the political sensitivities involved in data sharing.  At this stage the Steering Group decided to re-focus the project more tightly towards an objective with which all Member States would find ‘something in it for them’, and also reduce reliance on externally generated data.

Inter-operability of rail was selected as one of the indicators because of the potential rail could offer the EU towards reducing road-based freight traffic.  The issues within this concern different signalling systems, electricity supplies (which require engine changes), and ‘left vs. right’ operations.

There are still many problems to overcome with the project, for example commercial confidentiality.  This has been overcome where data providers can see the benefits of sharing their data and models, but still remains problematic.

In terms of developing software it is still unclear whether generic software is commercially available that could be customised to fit the purpose. 

The EU’s approach to commissioning projects is to set out a broad proposal, which it asks the consultants to shape.  Where consultants have expertise and vision this can result in a well-formed and original project scope.  However, it does not work well when a lead consultant either lacks expertise, or simply does not take the lead in scoping the project.

Q.
Are there proposals for introducing legislation to induce Member States to share data?

A.
It’s unlikely that the UK government would support such a Directive, and some other Member States would be horrified by the idea.  De-regulation has impacted on data collection, but the DfT now has better access to data on rail passenger levels than it did in the days of British Rail, as it is in the interests of the Train Operating Companies to supply good data
Q.
Is there any realistic prospect of the project moving forward, or is the database likely to be static?

A.
The assumption is that updating will be done automatically.  The hope was that active management wouldn’t be necessary; that it would only require a technological fix
Q: Who will be doing the physical data inputting?  What is the Steering Group’s role?

A.
There was a hope that the system would know where to look for data, i.e. that a link would be made technologically so that it could cope with harmonisation issues.  The process of updating is the consultants’ responsibility, although it is an issue that is germane for the Steering Group to address
Q.
Are the data consistent in terms of their dates?

A.
Attempts are being made to put the data on a consistent format datewise
Q.
Is there a case for involving Eurostat?

A.
Yes, but they don’t seem interested!

Q: Are we talking of trying to expand the geographical scope and range of the data?

A.
The project is focusing on particular routes and corridors to ensure a consistency and comparability for policy investment decisions 

Q: But the EU’s focus on a corridor within a particular member state may be different from what the national policy makers would have looked at
A.
It’s important to remember that this is a pilot.  There should be a “glorious further stage” to follow
Q.
Is ETIS map or GIS-based at all?  Does it have any relationship to ‘INSPIRE’?

A.
It must be map based.  I wouldn’t be surprised if it did overlap with INSPIRE, but if so, this hasn’t been realised
[Someone mentioned a paper by NEA on previous attempts to integrate databases.]

Q.
Tom Worsley to Richard Butchart: Did Richard have views on the project’s focus from his experience as the original Project Officer to the Steering Group
A.
Richard: There were lots of project proposals coming from the European Commission, but they were all very ‘blue sky’

Q.
Over time, data seem to be becoming more and more confidential.  Even the French, who have traditionally been more open than most, are becoming resistant to sharing even basic data
A.
There are ways around these problems, but I broadly agree.

Seminar: New surveys of vans and foreign vehicles
Alison Hill has provided the following note, somewhat amplified and edited, on the seminar held at Great Minster House on 25 February 2004.  There were two speakers: Paul McDonnell, Assistant Statistician, Freight Statistics Division, DfT; and Carole Lehman, Head of Transport Research, MORI. 
Paul McDonnell said that the rationale for the new surveys came from the DfT’s quality review that noted that there were insufficient statistics on foreign vehicles and vans.  The only regular survey that has been conducted is the ‘roro’ survey (Road Goods Vehicles Travelling To Mainland Europe – quarterly reports).  The survey conducted in 2000 was now out-of-date and had not been sufficiently extensive.  Also, there was a need to investigate the incidence of cabotage, which is defined as ‘haulage activity where goods are both loaded and unloaded entirely within GB by foreign registered vehicles’.
Carole Lehman took over to discuss the October 2002 – September 2003 van survey in detail.  She began with a look at the methodology, from selecting the sample (625 van diaries per quarter, representative of van type and Government Office Region - GOR) through to data validation.  Then she told us what had been learnt from the pilot (including the fact that neither the type of initial contact - face-to-face or telephone - nor the offer of incentives make any difference to willingness to participate or to the level of detail provided).  The main survey used two sources of information: an interviewer-administered questionnaire and a driver-completed diary.  The resulting data were given logic and range checks to ensure internal consistency, and missing data were interpolated where possible.  Finally the sample figures were weighted and grossed up by van type and GOR to reflect the population of privately owned vans, using DVLA data from the previous quarter.
She then went through a similar process with the foreign vehicle survey.  Here the pilot stage was extensive, with 50 interviews in each pilot at all survey ports being undertaken in May 2003, testing interview logistics, two variants of questionnaire, self-completion v interviewer completion, and other variables.  As a result of what was learnt from the pilot, the main fieldwork used a 30-minute-long comprehensive single questionnaire (rather than a split sample) which was interviewer-administered.  The resulting data were weighted by country of registration and grossed up to reflect the number of foreign HGVs entering the UK by sea according to DfT statistics for 2002.
She said that the turnaround time at some ports is approximately 40 minutes, so it was considered easier to approach drivers travelling to these ports at stopping points nearby, rather than the ports themselves. However, at other ports, sampling was possible at the quayside.  As fewer vehicles pass through Scottish ports it was felt that they, “didn’t warrant sampling”.  One day was spent at each port sampled.  Vehicles were surveyed as they left the country so as to maximise the recording of both planned and unplanned cabotage activity.

Information collected included:
· Vehicle characteristics – including age; carrying capacity; gross weight; and country of registration

· driver characteristics – including nationality, country of residence, fleet size and operator type
· Activity within the UK – including port and date of entry and departure; fuel consumption; where drivers fill-up for fuel (for Customs & Excise); etc
· Road network usage – including origin and destination, time and distance per trip; load details for each trip; the main roads used (‘A’ roads and above).  The geography of each port obviously affects the class of road travelled
· the Standard Industry Classification of the commodity being carried
More drivers from Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic were encountered than expected.

According to Paul McDonnell, results of the survey show that:

· 56% of all trips last up to 1 day
· 97% of all trips last for up to 4 days
· 25% of all trips originate in France
· 9% of all trips originate from outside the EU
· around 50,000 – 70,000 vehicles making around 1.4m trips p.a.
· cabotage activity is estimated to be 0.6 billion tonne-kilometres p.a.  Of this, French vehicles account for 29%, Dutch 24%, non-EU vehicles 2%.   It should be noted that it is illegal for non-EU countries to carry out cabotage.

The Q&A session was, as usual, lively:
Q: How do the research team feel about the quality of the data, given that there may have been translation [i.e. language] difficulties?

CL: Some of the factual information was easy to collect.  Origin/destination data were all put through a route-planner to verify mileage.   It also helped to ask for information in a logical sequence, based on the trip-pattern.  Anything that seemed unreliable was rejected, and extensive piloting helped
Q: How does the cabotage data compare with Eurostat’s?

PMcD: It’s broadly similar
Q: The results seem to confirm that cabotage is a relatively small problem in the UK compared with in France and Germany
PMcD: Yes
Q: Was the 2000 survey helpful in producing trends?

PMcD: That focused on Dover and had a smaller sample size, making comparisons difficult
Q: Is the intention to use this new survey to provide a baseline for future surveys?

CL: Yes, it will certainly help
Q: Was data collected on either the volume or weight of good carried?  And were there significant differences in volumes carried in/out compared with weight?

PMcD: Yes, information on both was collected, but an answer to the second question would require further analysis
Q: Was it practical, or would it be, to record weights of vehicles in/out and to take tachograph readings?
CL: Not sure the extent to which Customs & Excise capture such data already.  Some of these data were used to help estimate volumes of traffic at different ports, e.g. is one vehicle making 100 trips, or are 100 vehicles making a single trip each?  Capturing these data would, though, increase the sensitivity of sampling used
Q: What significance is there to the fuel results?

CL: The data have been used to help inform the Lorry Roads User Charging scheme and has been published by Customs & Excise
Q: With respect to the origin/destination data, what regions of the UK were most favoured?

CL: Data are available road-link by road-link, but they have only been used in a simplistic way; much more sophisticated analysis could be done.  No reporting has been made at this level, but it could be provided, although the sample size may affect reliability

Q: If there are plans to repeat the survey, what is the likely frequency of updates?

CL: There are no definite plans known.
[Please note that the full report of this survey is available from DfT.  To access this via the DfT website, follow the path: Home > Transport Statistics > Route to data > Freight > Publications and articles]


Dual mode vehicles
I have received a press release for a vehicle which, if successfully introduced into our transport system, could have implications for our future statistics.  The text below has been abridged.
“Economics of branch lines of the railways could be quickly transformed for the better with a dual-mode vehicle being developed by an engineering design company near Darlington.  The innovative vehicle will run on road as well as rail.  It is as applicable to freight as to passenger transport.  Branch-line infrastructure costs could be at least halved because signalling and points could be largely, if not totally, made redundant.  Leading the project is Carl Henderson, who runs the engineering consultancy Silvertip Design.  His project is being backed by freight trailer and body builder Don Bur, Stoke-on-Trent, and the Department of Trade and Industry.

Although its load carrying portion can be either a lorry or a bus the dual-mode vehicle resembles a familiar articulated truck up to 16.5 metres long under present regulations.  The fundamental departure is that both the powered front section and the bogie of the trailed vehicle have retractable flanged wheels for travelling on railway or tram tracks.  This has been done before but has been heavy, complicated and expensive because of attempts to drive the rail wheels.  The Silvertip dual- mode does not do this.  The driving and braking power comes from the road-mode tyres still contacting the rails.  Weight sharing between rail and road wheels is automatically varied according to the power transmission needs.  Only light rubber-tyre contact is needed for normal motion because the rolling resistance on rail is a fifth of that on road - much less power needed, so there is also less consumption of fuel.  For acceleration or braking more weight is transferred to the tyres.  That speeds scheduling, as less time is spent accelerating from stops.  Moreover, regular stopping distance is more than halved because of the enhanced grip.
By being able to change from rail to road transit, the dual-mode vehicle can go off rail and steer past another vehicle or obstruction on a tramway.  Indeed, dual-mode is a means of letting a “tram” drive over to bus stops, enabling freight vehicles a clear tramway. When there is flush hardstanding, a dual-mode vehicle can change route at junctions without relying on a railway points system.  Further than that, the dual-mode vehicle can deviate from a railway and carry on by road to deliver or collect just like an ordinary bus or lorry.  No time need be wasted in transferring goods or people from one mode of transport to another. 

The exclusive routeing, speed and fuel economy of rail is combined with the convenience and organisational economy of road.

Although the capital cost is understandably greater than that of a pure road vehicle, the overall operating cost is less.  Conservative costing indicates that the yearly depreciation charge would typically be £3,300 more than that of a normal articulated truck but that the savings on running costs would be £7,600.  On rail a 45% saving in fuel could be expected.  Railway maintenance costs would be slashed because the ingenious engineering provides a small degree of steering of the rail wheels when going around bends, obviating the alternating stick and slip that causes rail wear.  Bends with a radius as tight as eight metres can be tolerated.

The Silvertip dual-mode vehicle has reached the working model stage in one-eighth scale.  It was displayed at the British commercial vehicle show held at the National Exhibition Centre in March.

For more information, please contact:

Carl Henderson

Silvertip Design

Oak Lea, Scurragh Lane

Skeeby, Richmond

North Yorkshire DL1O 5EG

Tel: 01748 826 060

Fax: 01748 826 647

e-mail: carl.henderson@silvertipdesign.com”

News of members

During the 18 weeks ended Friday 14 May 2004, the following activities of members that may have a direct influence on the provision or analysis of transport statistics have been reported: 

· Derby City Council has appointed a consortium led by MVA to carry out the Derby Area Transport Study (DAIS).  The consultants will assist the City Council in determining transport strategies and plans that meet the visions for current and future Local Transport Plans (LTP) in line with both local and national transport objectives.  The Derby Joint LTP was produced by Derby City and Derbyshire County Councils and contains an integrated transport strategy covering the period 2001 to 2006.  MVA will develop a base year multi-modal model, and forecasts of travel and its impacts for future years. The consultancy team will develop an over-arching strategy and a set of detailed proposals for the period covered by the next LTP and beyond. The results from the study are to be used to determine which transport proposals could be developed into future LTP major scheme submissions.  MVA and its partners will carry out an in-depth appraisal of the total transport needs of the LTP area to 2021 and identify options for future measures to address current and forecast problems. They will recommend a long-term strategy to address transport and accessibility problems in the study area, providing enhancements for the public transport network as well as improvements for car users, cyclists and pedestrians. The study will focus especially on opportunities to increase accessibility to key and essential services.  The study process will include an appraisal of the modal shift and decongestion benefits of a number of proposed major schemes. It will also seek to identify suitable locations for the network of strategic park-and-ride sites, which Derby City Council plans to develop.
· The Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) has appointed MVA (in association with Corus Rail Consultancy and Llewelyn Davies) to develop the Regional Planning Assessment (RPA) for the North East of England.  The study is one of several being commissioned around the country, covering each English region, Scotland and Wales.  Each RPA will provide the basis for long-term planning of rail services in the context of regional and national planning priorities.  The work focuses on an area covered by approximately 230 miles of passenger railway network, with the East Coast Main Line at its core.  Each of the three broad categories of demand, through passengers on Anglo Scottish and Cross Country services, passengers travelling to and from the North East, especially south, and those travelling wholly within the region, particularly to Newcastle will be considered.  The region is also a major originator of rail freight, particularly from Teesside.  The future of this traffic is heavily dependent on the traditional industries that generate it.  Newer industries coming to the region have proved to be less attracted to rail and a key issue for the Planning Assessment will be to determine the possible long term pattern of rail freight to ensure that this is catered for appropriately.  MVA and its partners will take account of expected changes in the main drivers of travel demand to forecast the associated patterns of rail and road usage over a twenty year period, and considering development pressures within the North East.  They will use a multi-modal framework to set out objectives for the regional rail network and to prioritise interventions.


Dates for your diary

	23 June
	An afternoon seminar to be held at the DfT in Great Minster House on road use charging, with a paper to be presented by Professor Alan McKinnon.  For further details, please contact John Dickson-Simpson on 0207 727 0253 or jds@transportpressservices.com


An extensive season of seminars is being planned for the autumn and winter.  Full details will be circulated as soon as they are available.



Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 66 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: liswoods@aol.com



Appendix:

DfT Statistical Publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next few months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.

27 May  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q1 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Transport of Goods by Road in Great Britain: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Provisional Port Statistics: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
20 May  Provisional Port Statistics: 2003
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
20 May  Vehicle Speeds in Great Britain: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
20 May  Transport Trends 2003 Update
Web only update of an annual report.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
27 May  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q1 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
24 Jun Sea Passenger Statistics: Q1 2004 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
24 Jun  Bus Quality Indicators: Q4 2003/04 

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
24 Jun Road Casualties in Great Britain: Main Results: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
24 Jun  Survey of van activity.
A new annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jul P  Road Traffic Statistics 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jul P National Travel Survey: 2003 provisional results
First statistical release of provisional key results.  For further information E-mail mailto:national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
5 Aug  Traffic in Great Britain Q2 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
5 Aug  Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: First Quarter 2004 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
19 Aug  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q2 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
26 Aug  Light Rail Patronage 2003/04 
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail rail.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Sep  Sea Passenger Statistics: Q2 2004 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
30 Sep  Bus Quality Indicators: Q1 2004/05 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Sep P Road Casualties in Great Britain 2003: Annual Report
An annual report.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Oct P Maritime Statistics: 2003
An annual report.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Oct P Transport Statistics for Great Britain: 2004 Edition
An annual report.  For further information E-mail mailto:publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Oct P Bus Patronage: 2003/04
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
















































