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Editorial

Welcome to the New Year and an edition of the newsletter that is particularly fat, largely because of the recent flurry of publishing activity by the DfT.

Publications

Maritime Statistics 2002
This report, published in October 2003, provides a substantial (165-page) compilation of statistics about passenger and freight traffic through the ports of the UK, about ships owned or registered in the UK, and about the world fleet.  This is the latest volume of an annual publication which has been produced by the Department for over twenty years.  This year new tables have been included on the domestic movements of major port traffic, as well as additional maps.  Highlights from the report include:
· Freight traffic at UK ports fell by 1% in 2002 to 558 million tonnes (Mt)

· The UK registered trading fleet increased to 6.7 million deadweight tonnage at the end of 2002, a 57% increase compared with a year earlier
· Inwards traffic fell by 8 Mt (2%) to 321 Mt, while outwards traffic was unchanged at 237 Mt 

· Bulk traffic at major ports, in terms of tonnage, fell by 11 Mt, a decline of 3%, container traffic fell by around half a million tonnes (1%), but Roll- on/Roll-off (RoRo) traffic increased by 3 Mt (4%)
· Container traffic at major ports in terms of number of units increased by 1% and RoRo traffic increased by 5% 

· The three leading ports by tonnage in 2002 were Grimsby & Immingham, 55.7 Mt; London, 51.2 Mt; and Tees & Hartlepool, 50.4 Mt

· Dover, the leading Roll-on/Roll-off port, recorded a 5% increase in road goods vehicles and unaccompanied trailer unit movements
· In 2002 international sea passenger journeys rose by 4% to 29.3 million; accompanied passenger car traffic increased by 5% to 6.9 million; and the number of ship arrivals fell by 1% to 153,000
· At the end of 2002 a total of 1,675 vessels were on the UK register with deadweight tonnage of 8.2 million.  80 container vessels accounted for almost half the deadweight tonnage. 

· World tonnage of trading vessels increased by 2% in 2002 to 829 million deadweight tonnes.

Copies are available from The Stationery Office and its accredited agents, price £33, or from the Transport Statistics website at http://www.dft.gov.uk/
For suggestions for changes to Maritime Statistics that would help to improve its usefulness, please contact Alan Brown, Zone 2/19 Great Minster House, London SW1P 4DR, (telephone: 020 7944 4441) or email: maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Copies of earlier editions of Maritime Statistics are also available from The Stationery Office
Bus Passenger Journeys 2002/03
Provisional figures for the year ending 31 March 2003, published in October 2003, show that the number of local bus passenger journeys in England increased by 2% from 3,802 million in 2001/02 to 3,892 million in 2002/03.  Key points include:
· Patronage in London grew by 7.6% in the last year, whereas in England outside London it fell by 0.8%
· Bus patronage in England has increased in each of the last four years and is now 173 million passenger journeys higher than the lowest point in 1998/99
· Patronage in London is now 21% higher than in 1998/99
The finalised, more detailed statistics were published in November in Public Transport Statistics Great Britain 2003 Edition (see page 5 below).

Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the following website address: http:// www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_control/documents/contentservertemplate/dft_index.hcst?n=7232&l=2
Transport Statistics Great Britain 2003 edition
This major 184-page report, published in October, provides a comprehensive and meaningful picture of transport patronage in Great Britain.  The publication continues in its current paper form for this year, but will be subject to comprehensive review prior to the 2004 edition.

Since TSGB was last published the DfT Transport Statistics web-site (www.dft.gov.uk/transtat) has changed significantly.  It is now split into a series of transport related themes, and the individual tables that make up TSGB now appear on the web-site in an appropriate theme, specific to the content of the table concerned.  The tables are available in either PDF format or in downloadable EXCEL or CSV format, enabling users to manipulate the information to produce further tables or charts.  The whole document is available as a PDF file (chapter by chapter) in a separate theme dedicated to TSGB.  The web-site contains much published statistical material, including (in PDF format) all recent bulletins produced by Transport Statistics, as well as a list of forthcoming publications, and a number of links to other useful transport related web-sites. 
Key figures presented in the report include:
· 746 billion passenger kilometres were travelled in 2002, an increase of 10 % since 1992 

· The modal share of total travel accounted for by the various modes has changed little in recent years.  Cars (including vans and taxis) dominate, accounting for 85% of all passenger travel in 2002.  Rail, and buses and coaches, both had a 6% share
· In 2001, transport accounted for 27% of all carbon dioxide emissions in the UK (by end user category), compared with 24 % in 1991 

· Transport consumed 55 million tonnes of oil equivalent in 2002 compared with 49 million in 1992.  This represented 35 % of total UK energy use
· The number of vehicles taxed for use on Britain’s roads reached 30.6 million by the end of 2002, compared with 24.6 million in 1992.  Nearly 26 million of these vehicles were motorcars 

· Road freight accounts for four-fifths of goods lifted (tonnes) and two-thirds of goods moved (tonne-kilometres) 

· 157 billion tonne-kilometres of goods were moved by road in 2002, a 24% increase since 1992 

· 2.1 million tonnes of cargo were handled at UK airports in 2002, an increase of 80% since 1992 

· Between 1992 and 2002, the number of powered vehicles travelling to mainland Europe on roll-on/roll-off ferry services or through the Channel Tunnel, more than doubled
· Road traffic continues to grow, to 490 billion vehicle kilometres in 2002.  Motorways in GB (accounting for less than 1% of total road length) carried nearly a fifth of total traffic and just over two fifths of goods vehicle traffic
· In uncongested conditions, nearly one in five car drivers on motorways exceeded the speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour in 2002; the corresponding figure for non built-up dual carriageway A roads was one in seven
· The number of road users killed or seriously injured in 2002 decreased again, to a level 26 % below that in 1992
· Passenger kilometres on national railways increased by 25 %, from 31.7 billion in 1992/93 to 39.7 billion in 2002/03
· There were 4.3 billion passenger journeys on local bus services in 2001/02, the most recent year for which complete survey data are available, compared with 4.7 billion in 1991/92
· In 2002 the number of air transport movements in the UK was 44 % above the level in 1992.  In the same period passenger numbers and the tonnage of air cargo handled, increased by 77% and 80 % respectively 
TSGB is available from The Stationery Office and its accredited agents, priced £29.  It can also be obtained free from the Department’s website http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat. 

Readers are urged to give their comments on the publication and any suggestions for improvements by e-mail to: publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk or by phone to Transport Statistics on 020 7944 3098 

Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarter 2 - 2003 Provisional Estimates

In this bulletin, published in November, estimates are provided of personal injury road accidents and their casualties.  The series enables emerging road casualty trends to be identified throughout the year.  Final figures will be published as usual in Road Casualties Great Britain: Annual Report (formerly Road Accidents Great Britain: The Casualty Report). 
The DfT is releasing this series as ‘experimental statistics’, as the statistics are new and the Department is still testing its ability to meet customer needs.  Though research shows that the quarterly estimates should be robust enough to give a good indication of overall trends, while the series is experimental their quality cannot be assured.

Each quarterly release will provide estimates of the total number of road accidents and casualties for the latest quarter and more detailed estimates (of casualties among different road user groups, road classes and child casualties) for the previous quarter. Latest 12-month estimates give a guide to recent trends, and quarterly figures provide a first indication of road casualty levels for that period.  Figures for quarters earlier in the year are revised in each release as more information is submitted to the Department.

Estimates are based on information available to the DfT fourteen weeks after the end of the latest quarter. For this release figures are based on information available on 10 October 2003. 

E-mail for queries concerning road traffic statistics.
Traffic in Great Britain - 3rd Quarter 2003
According to figures published in November the estimated traffic volume on Britain’s roads rose by 1.5% between the third quarter of 2002 and the same quarter of 2003, in line with the estimated underlying trend of about 1-2% growth per annum since 1999.  Other key points include:
· Car traffic rose by 1% over the period
· Light van traffic increased by 6%.  Light vans account for about two fifths of the growth in traffic over the latest year and now comprise 12% of total traffic 

· Goods vehicles traffic on motorways fell by 2%, and there was also a slight fall in goods vehicle traffic on minor rural roads.  These were offset by growth in traffic on urban roads, and goods vehicle traffic overall rose by 1% 

· There was an increase of 10% in traffic of two wheeled motor vehicles and buses over the period
This bulletin is available free of charge from DfT, TSR2, Zone 2/14, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Contact: Silvester Aina: Tel: 020 7944 3095).  To order it, please phone 020 7890 3095 or E-mail
Survey of Foreign Vehicle Activity in Great Britain - 2003
In the summer of 2003, a survey of foreign registered HGV activity in GB was undertaken to provide more detailed information on foreign vehicle activity than is available from the quarterly Ro-Ro enquiry.  Amongst the detailed findings published in November were:
· Average distance travelled per round trip within GB is 640 kilometres. Over two thirds (68%) is on motorways
· Most drivers spend less than 2 days in GB, on average, with 16% returning on the same day and 83% spending less than 3 days in GB 

· Around 20% of foreign registered HGVs entering GB made at least one trip to GB per week, accounting for 62% of all trips
· A large majority (90%) of trips are made by EU-based operators and by drivers resident in the EU 

· Around 84% of foreign vehicles have a gross vehicle weight over 38 tonnes and the average weight of load is 23 tonnes
· In GB total activity by foreign vehicles is around 10 billion tonne-kilometres p.a., compared with 150 billion tonne-kms by UK registered vehicles

For statistical enquiries on the survey contact Paul McDonnell, Transport Statistics Freight Division, Tel: 020 7944 4442
Email: Paul.McDonnell@dft.gsi.gov.uk
The annual estimates include detailed analysis of time spent and frequency of stay in Great Britain.  They also include activity by type and gross weight of vehicle, and by country of registration, commodities carried, and inter-regional flows.  The survey also provides information on the activity of foreign registered vehicles undertaking cabotage.

E-mail for queries concerning road freight statistics.
Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom: 2002

This bulletin, published in November, presents information on freight traffic moved within the UK by water transport in 2002.  The statistics cover traffic carried by both barges and seagoing vessels along inland waters, traffic carried around the UK coast, traffic to and from offshore installations, and sea dredging and dumping.
Key Results include: 

· in 2002, 49 million tonnes of cargo were carried on inland waters.  This figure includes non-seagoing traffic, and seagoing traffic which crosses into inland waterways
· inland waters traffic has declined over the last decade in terms of both goods lifted, and goods moved, by 18% and 15% respectively
· goods lifted on inland waters fell by 8% in 2002 compared with the previous year to 49 million tonnes, and goods moved also fell by 8% in 2002 to 1.7 billion tonne-kilometres.  The fall is mainly due to the decline in liquid bulk inland waters traffic (principally crude oil and oil products)
· non-seagoing traffic fell by 7% in 2002 to 4 million tonnes in terms of goods lifted, and fell by 5% to 0.18 billion tonne kilometres in terms of goods moved.  Sea-going traffic crossing into inland waterways fell by 9% in 2002 (tonnes lifted) to 45 million tonnes and fell by 7% (goods moved) to 1.5 billion tonne-kilometres 

· total water transport, including inland waters traffic, coastwise, UK offshore oil and gas and sea dredging accounted for 7% of goods lifted, and 26% of goods moved, of transport by all modes in the UK, in 2002
· crude petroleum and petroleum products dominated waterborne freight traffic, amounting to 52 billion tonne-kilometres of goods moved in 2002, or 77% of all waterborne freight 

· UK registered ships handled 14 million tonnes of coastwise and UK offshore oil cargoes, 17% of the total
· the Thames was the busiest of the major inland waterways accounting for 19 million tonnes of goods lifted and 0.77 billion tonne kilometres of goods moved.

This is the latest in an annual series of reports. The format has been revised this year to take account of the recommendations made by a government/industry forum, the Freight Study Group, to improve the presentation of waterborne statistics, and includes new charts and maps in colour. 

Waterborne Freight Benchmark Report 2002, published concurrently, is an inventory of waterway track which lists each waterway, navigation authority, the maximum sizes of craft which can use the waterway, waterway classification and length. The inventory also lists wharves, jetties and inland waterway craft. 

Both reports are available free from the Department’s Maritime Statistics Branch, Zone 2/19 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR (tel: 020 7944 3087) and on the DfT web site at: Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom 2002 

Waterborne Freight Benchmark Report 2002 (summary only - a complete paper version of the report and a CD containing the inventory in Excel files can be obtained from DfT).
Enquiries about the contents of this publication should be made to the Maritime Statistics Branch of Department for Transport (DfT), Zone 2/19, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR (telephone: 020 7944 3087).  Any suggestions for changes to the publication which would help to improve its usefulness should be taken up with John Ryan at the above address (tel: 020 7944 4443).  It can be obtained, free of charge, by phone from John Ryan, or by E-mail
Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - Quarter 3 2003

The statistics used in these bulletins are compiled from quarterly returns, provided by the roll-on/roll-off ferry operators, giving the number of powered vehicles and unaccompanied trailers carried on each route to mainland Europe and from monthly information supplied by Eurotunnel.  Disaggregation by the country of registration of powered vehicles is provided by most of the ferry operators and by Eurotunnel.  Since 1979 statistics in these bulletins have been for outward traffic only, as inward traffic was found to be so similar to outward that the data requirement was discontinued to save respondent effort.  Excluded from the statistics are ferry services to countries outside mainland Europe and services which are less frequent than weekly or not operated throughout the year.  However, it is believed that all routes carrying significant traffic are included.
The figures for foreign-registered vehicles (and hence total powered vehicles and the overall number of vehicles) are seasonally adjusted to help identify underlying trends, especially changes between successive quarters. 
Key points for the third quarter of 2003 are:
· The total number of vehicles travelling to mainland Europe was 652,300, virtually unchanged from the previous quarter and 4% more than in the third quarter of 2002 

· 451,600 of this total were powered vehicles, virtually unchanged from both the previous quarter and the third quarter of 2002 

· the number of unaccompanied trailers was the same as in the second quarter of 2003 and 14% more than a year ago 

· UK-registered vehicles accounted for 26% of all powered vehicles, compared to 27% a year ago

The report is available free of charge from Lisa Ayers, Transport Statistics Freight Division, tel: 0117 372 8484, email: lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

The roll-on/roll-off ferry statistics enable DfT to meet the relevant EC Directive by providing control totals by route for grossing up the associated sample survey of International Road Haulage (IRHS) by UK hauliers, which is the only source of information on the number of foreign vehicles, by country of registration, visiting the UK.  IRHS statistics are available by phone on 0117 372 8484, or E-mail.
Regional Transport Statistics
This annual bulletin, published in November, contains tables bringing together a wide range of GB transport statistics, which are available at Government Office Region and country level.  Data for Former Metropolitan Counties are included where available.

The information is intended to complement Transport Statistics Great Britain published in October.  Most of the information is already available in the public domain or has been available on request.  The value of the publication is as a single comprehensive source of regional transport statistics.  Regional variations are complex, particularly because of widely varying local circumstances.  These include differences in economy, population structure and density, and transport systems.

The publication represents a rich and varied source of transport statistics at regional level.  The key points below illustrate the variety of information available:

· The North East region has the highest number of bus trips per person with 104 compared to the England average of 56.  However, bus patronage in the North East has fallen by 24% in the 10 years from 1992/93.  The 2001 Census revealed that nearly 36% of households in the North East were without a car, compared with the England average of under 27%
· In 2002 more tonnage originated in the North West than any other region: 194 million tonnes of road freight, 14% of the total for England 

· 58% of children aged 5-16 in the Yorkshire & the Humber region walked to school, compared with the England average of 48%.  Households in the region spent £55.50 on transport in 2001/02, nearly one fifth below the England average of £68.70.  Ports in the region handled 80 million tonnes of sea freight in 2002, representing 22% of sea freight to/from ports in England

· In the East Midlands region 25% of children aged 5-16 travelled to school by bus, compared with the England average of 18%.  In 2002, killed or seriously injured road casualties were 33% lower than the 1994-98 baseline average for road safety targets.  The equivalent fall for England was 16%
· Residents in the East of England travelled nearly 8,300 miles per year, of which 84% of the distance covered was by car.  The average across England was just over 6,800 miles per year.  For the year 2002/03, two thirds of rail journeys originating in the East of England ended in London
· London residents in 2002 travelled nearly 5,500 miles per person compared to the England average of just over 6,800.  28% of the distance covered was by public transport.  Only 42% of journeys to work by London residents were by car, with 30% by rail and 13% by bus/coach.  Between 1993 and 2002, traffic on major roads in the region increased by less than 3% compared with the England average of 20%.  In 2002, the mean journey time to work in London was 43 minutes, about 65% more than the England average.  Bus passenger journeys in London have increased by 37% in the 10 years since 1992/93, to 1.5 billion journeys, accounting for just under 40% of the total in England.  Though goods originating in London rose by 22% between 1992 and 2002, London accounts for less tonnage (82 million tonnes) by origin than any other English region apart from the North East
· The 2001 Census revealed that nearly two fifths of all households in the South East have access to two or more cars.  Households spent £84.70 on transport in 2001/02, nearly one quarter above the England average of £68.70.  Ports in the region handled 20 million sea passengers, over three quarters of the total for English ports
· In 2002, the average age of motor vehicles registered to owners in the South West was 7.3 years, compared with the England average of 6.6 years. The level of defects on local roads in the South West is the lowest in England and Wales.  The South West has the highest average traffic speeds on the trunk road network in both peak and off-peak periods.  This partly reflects the fact that the region has the highest proportion of trunk roads in non built-up areas.
E-mail for queries concerning 'Regional Transport Statistics'
Available free by telephone on 020 7944 3096.
A Bulletin of Public Transport Statistics: Great Britain 2003 edition

This bulletin, published in November 2003, continues the annual series of Transport Statistics Bulletins with long time series tables of data for land-based public transport in GB.  This edition shows series for
· Local buses

· Non-local buses and coaches

· Light rail, trams and metro systems

· National Rail

· Taxis

The bulletin includes data from the 2002/03 survey of Public Service Vehicle operators, bus and rail data from Transport for London, and data from the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) and other rail and tram operators.  It also summarises data from users of public transport, from the National Travel Survey 1999-2001, the quarterly Bus Passenger Satisfaction Survey and the quarterly Bus Reliability Survey of scheduled mileage run.  Tables and charts illustrate the main trends and compare those of various modes.  Summary data also appear here from the SRA's quarterly National Rail Trends.

The key results relating to targets are:
· Bus and light rail patronage in England increased by 3% from 3,930 million passenger journeys in 2001/02 to 4,037 in 2002/03

· London’s bus patronage increased by 8% in the year, and now accounts for nearly 40% of the England total

· In 2002/03 local bus operators ran 98.5% of their scheduled mileage, compared with a target of 99.5%
· Data from members of the Confederation of Passenger Transport (CPT) showed that the average age of the bus fleet at mid-July 2002 was 7.7 years. Indicative data from DVLA, which includes buses not used for local bus work, give an average of 8.2 years at end-March 2003
· 29% of the full size local bus fleet was of low floor design (wheelchair accessible) in 2002/03

· Passenger satisfaction with information at bus stops had an average rating of 62 out of 100 in 2002/03, up from 60 out of 100 in 2001/02

· The national rail system in 2002/03 carried 39.7 billion passenger kilometres, an increase of 2% on 2001/02

· 79% of trains arrived on time in 2002/03 compared with 78% in 2001/02

· Light rail patronage as part of the 10-Year Plan target which applies to England, increased by 7% in 2002/03 to 136 million passenger journeys from 127 million the year before.  Light rail and tram patronage of systems in the DfT’s PSA target increased in 2002/03 to 141 million passenger journeys, from 132 million the year before
The bulletin contains tables with long time series of public transport data and a calendar of events high- lighting the most important changes in the bus and rail industry and other significant transport developments.

Not all the information collected is published, partly to protect commercial confidentiality of transport operators and also because of limits on the size and production cost of the bulletin.  Some additional data can be found on the DfT Transport Statistics website.  Some unpublished material is available on request, subject to resources and confidentiality constraints.  Details are available from Paul O’Hara on 020 7944 3076   Email: Paul.O’Hara@dft.gsi.gov.uk; and from Samantha Caughey:   tel 020 7944 3094   Email: Samantha.Caughey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
The web site and e-mail addresses for DfT Transport Statistics for public transport statistics are: http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_control/documents/contentservertemplate/dft_index.hcst?n=7232&l=2  E-mail for public transport data requests: bus.statistics@dft.gov.uk  and rail.stats@dft.gov.uk
For more information, please contact Transport Statistics Personal Travel, Department for Transport, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.

Sea Passenger Bulletin: Quarter 3 2003
International sea passenger journeys to and from the UK totalled 9.55 million in Q3 2003.  This was 7% lower than the same quarter last year.  Sea passenger arrivals were 4.79 million (down 8%) and departures 4.76 million (down 6%).  Other highlights from the bulletin published in December include:
· There were 1.46 million domestic passenger journeys between GB and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands in Q3.  This was 1% higher than a year ago
· In the third quarter of 2003 passenger journeys at West Coast ports increased by 2% compared with a year ago.  There were year-on-year falls in passenger journeys at Eastern and Western Channel ports (each down 9%), and East Coast ports (down 5%)
· There were 4,905,000 passenger journeys through Dover in the third quarter of 2003, 9% lower than the same quarter last year.  There were also 1,239,000 journeys through Portsmouth (down 11%) and 878,000 through Holyhead (up 4%). The largest year-on-year percentage increase was at Rosyth on Scotland’s East coast (27%); and the largest percentage fall was at Swansea (down 15%)
· In recent years (2000-2002) there has been notable growth in passenger journeys at Poole (37%), Newcastle (22%) and Newhaven (21%). Over the same period passenger journeys at Fishguard fell by 20%
· There were 4,723,000 passenger journeys between Dover and Calais in the third quarter of 2003 - a fall of 6% over the year.  The next busiest route was Holyhead to Dublin with 520,000 (up 16%)
· The busiest domestic route in Q3 was Stranraer to Belfast with 492,000 journeys - an increase of 8% over the year.  Sea passenger journeys to Northern Ireland increased by 3% over the year and journeys to the Isle of Man were 1% higher, whilst journeys to the Channel Islands fell by 3%
This free bulletin is available by telephone on 020 7944 4131.  E-mail for queries concerning it.
National Travel Survey: 2002 Provisional Results 
The 2002 National Travel Survey (NTS) is designed to pick up long-term trends.  The drawn sample size for 2002 was nearly trebled compared with previous years, following recommendations in a National Statistics Review of the NTS.  This enables key results to be presented on a single year basis for the first time since the survey became continuous in 1988.
Changes to the methodology in 2002 mean that there are some inconsistencies with data for earlier years. Also, in order to publish data as soon as possible, a partial database has been constructed for this bulletin. The results published in December should be regarded as provisional until the full database is available.  A more detailed bulletin, including results from new questions introduced in 2002, will be published in Spring 2004.
During 2002, individuals in over 7,400 households (compared with about 3,500 in 2001) provided details of their personal travel by filling in travel diaries over a period of seven days.  These details included trip purpose, method of travel, time of day and trip length.  The households also provided personal information, such as their age, sex, working status, and driving licence holding, and details of the cars available for their use.  In order to minimise the burden of completing the diaries, respondents only included walks of under a mile on the seventh day, but all tables in the bulletin include data on short walks grossed up for the full seven day period.

Highlights from the survey include:
· On average, Great Britain residents travelled 7,000 miles in 2002. This was an increase of 8% since 1991/93, reflecting a 13% increase in the average length of trip from 6.1 miles to 6.9 miles
· The average number of trips made in 2002 was 1000 per person per year, 5% less than in 1991/93
· The total number of hours the average person travels in a year rose 5% above the level which had prevailed for the last decade, reflecting an increase in the average time per trip for most modes and an increase in car driver trips
· 28% of households in Great Britain did not have access to a car in 2002, compared with 32% in 1991/93.  Only 20% of people lived in households without a car as households without cars tend to be smaller than average
· The proportion of women holding full car driving licences has increased from 53 to 61% since 1991/93, while the proportion of men holding licences has remained at 81%
· Car travel accounted for four fifths of the total distance travelled.  Overall, the distance travelled by car increased by 10% over the last 10 years
· The number of walking trips fell by over 20% in the last 10 years
· The number of commuting trips per person per year fell by 8% in the last 10 years, but the average trip length rose by 17% 
· Since 1991/93, the proportion of primary-aged children walking to school has declined from 60 to 51%, with an increase from 29 to 41% in the numbers being driven to school.  For secondary school pupils there was a similar shift to car use.

The Government’s 10 Year Plan includes two targets for England which are monitored using NTS data:

· to triple the number of cycling stages by 2010 compared with the 2000 base of 18 stages per person per year.  The estimate for 2002 was 17 stages per person per year.  However, figures for single years need to be treated with caution because the sample sizes are small

· to achieve a one-third increase (from 35 to 47%) in the proportion of households in rural areas within about 10 minutes walk of an hourly or better bus service by 2010.  The level for 2002 was 48%
Copies of this publication are available, free of charge, from: Department for Transport, 2nd Floor Zone 17, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR.  Tel: 020 7944 3098.
Transport Trends
Transport Trends, the sixth edition of which was published in December, provides an introduction to the major trends in domestic transport and travel in GB.  Through the inclusion of many charts it presents an overview of key trends over the past twenty years, and highlights some of the key issues.  It is intended as a companion volume to Transport Statistics Great Britain, which contains more detailed tables and, in some cases, longer time trends. 

Some of the key points in Transport Trends are given below; the link at the end of this review will take you to the complete document in PDF format.  Click here for access to individual sections of the report and to the underlying data.

· Road traffic has grown by 77% since 1980, although since 1990 at a lower rate than in the previous decade.  Many factors have affected traffic levels, including increasing car ownership and numbers of drivers, falls in car occupancy levels, fuel price changes and varying levels of expenditure on roads. Over a quarter of households now have two or more cars
· Car use has continued to increase as disposable income has risen, against a backdrop of little change in the real cost of motoring and rising real costs of public transport fares.  While the average time people spend travelling has hardly changed, at around one hour per day, increased car use has allowed them to travel further in the same time
· Bus patronage has declined, except in London, although at a slower rate in the 1990s than in the previous decade.  Bus operators are now investing in newer vehicles, and passenger satisfaction is generally high.  Rail travel has increased by 38% since the mid 1990s, and continues to rise despite the effects of the Hatfield crash in October 2000. Investment in national rail infrastructure has increased significantly since privatisation
· The number of trips made and distance travelled increase with income.  Adults in households with two or more cars travel on average nearly four times further than those in households without a car.  On average, men travel 40% further than women do.  Over a quarter of people without access to a car find it difficult to get to hospital

· Total freight moved in tonne kilometres has increased by 45% since 1980.  The tonnage of goods lifted has changed little since the late 1980s.  HGV tonne and vehicle kilometres have grown more slowly than GDP since 1990.  The average length of haul for goods moved by road has increased by nearly 40% since 1980
· Visits to or from the UK increased by 180% between 1980 and 2002, mainly because of a buoyant market for air travel
· In terms of fatalities per passenger kilometre, air continues to be the safest mode of transport.  The passenger fatality rate for cars, the major mode, has halved since 1980.  Car crime has fallen by 37% since 1992
· Walking and cycling have both declined significantly over the past twenty years.  The accompanying growth in motorised transport has resulted in a 62% increase in greenhouse gas emissions from transport, which now accounts for 27% of UK emissions.  Local air pollution has declined with the advent of catalytic converters and cleaner fuels.  The real price of road fuel is about the same now as in 1980.  Since 1985, an area of land three times the size of Nottingham has changed to transport use from previously undeveloped land

Road accidents Scotland 2002

This 208-page publication presents statistics of injury road accidents in Scotland which were reported by the police using the “Stats 19” statistical returns.  It has several parts: 
· an introduction, followed by a summary section showing the main trends in the numbers of road accidents and casualties in recent years
· a commentary with descriptions of the trends in the numbers of road accidents and casualties, more detailed analyses, and comparisons of the Scottish figures with those of other countries
· the casualty reduction targets for 2010
· charts and statistical tables
· 6 annexes, including a calendar of events affecting road traffic
· an index
· information about publications, etc
Most of the data used were extracted from the Scottish Executive’s Road Accidents statistical database early in September 2003.
On Scotland’s roads in 2002 there were:

· 14,317 injury accidents in which 19,248 people were injured and 3,518 people killed or seriously injured (305 of whom died)
· 11,822 casualties in cars, 155 of whom died
· 3,309 pedestrian casualties, of whom 73 died
· 1,164 motor cyclist casualties, of whom 46 died
· 2,745 child casualties, 525 of whom were killed or seriously injured (14 of them died).  Of these, 1,294 were child pedestrian casualties, of whom 338 were killed or seriously injured (12 died).

Between 1992 and 2002:

· The total number of accidents fell by 20%, from 18,008 to 14,317.  The number of fatal accidents fell from 426 to 275; and the total of fatal and serious accidents fell from 4,694 to 2,944
· The total number of casualties (all severities) fell by 20%, from 24,173 to 19,248.  Of these, the number of people killed fell by 34%, from 463 to 305; and the total of killed and seriously injured casualties fell by 38%, from 5,639 to 3,518
· Car user casualties fell by 13%, from 13,555 to 11,822; and pedestrian casualties by 38%, from 5,350 to 3,309
· Pedal cycle casualties fell by 36%, from 1,293 to 828; and motor cycle casualties by 6%, from 1,237 to 1,164
· Male casualties fell by 22%, from 14,219 to 11,071; and female casualties by 18%, from 9,954 to 8,164
· The total number of child casualties fell by 32% from 4,047 to 2,745
· The total number of child pedestrian casualties fell by 41% from 2,199 to 1,294.  Of these, child pedestrians killed fell from 26 to 12

· The estimated number of drink-drive accidents fell by 19%, from about 990 (in 1991) to 800 in 2001, the latest year for which estimates are available; and the estimated number of people killed in such accidents fell from about 80 to 70 in the same period
· The estimated total cost of all road accidents (including “damage only” accidents) at 2002 prices fell by 31%, from £1,942 to £1,344 million
Over the longer-term:

· Between 1952 and 2002 (inclusive), almost 31,400 people were killed, and a total of about 1.326 million people were either killed or injured, in accidents on Scotland’s roads;

· The vehicle population in Scotland has grown from 775,000 in 1962 to 2,330,000 in 2002.  Over the same period, the number of casualties fell from about 26,700 to around 19,200.  Thus, whilst the vehicle stock has more than trebled, the number of casualties has fallen by over a quarter.

Copies of this report are available, price £10, from The Stationery Office Bookshop, 71 Lothian Road, Edinburgh EH3 9AZ, tel: 0870 606 5566

The automobile and society

The FIA Foundation published in September 2003 a 160-page report gathering together statistics and opinions from five countries in Europe (including GB), plus the USA, Canada and Japan, about the automobile and the motorist in industrialised society.  The report provides a wealth of transport and policy data on car use, attitudes to the car, safety, motorists’ concerns, environmental impact, constraints and alternatives and other factors. 

For more information about this report, visit the FIA Foundation website www.fiafoundation.com.  You will find there an executive summary of the report, and an order form to enable purchase of the full report for £50. 


News

£1.9 BILLION BOOST FOR LOCAL TRANSPORT

A £1.9 billion boost for local transport is set to bring massive improvements to public transport and bus services, as well as relief to congested roads, Local Transport Minister Tony McNulty announced in December.  The settlement includes: 

· Approval of 11 new major public transport schemes - worth £279.3 million

· £657 million for new local integrated transport schemes - up from £640 million last year

· £459 million for major schemes which are already underway - up from £348 million last year.
Future of air transport in the UK
A framework for the future of air transport in the UK over the next 30 years was published in December.  The White Paper, The Future of Air Transport, balances the economic benefits of development against the environmental impact.  The Transport Secretary, Alistair Darling, said that there had been a five-fold increase in air travel since the 1970s; half the population now flew at least once a year, and many flew far more often than that; and by 2030 demand could be two and a half times current levels.  Airfreight had doubled in the last 10 years; one third by value of all goods we exported go by air.  Air travel was essential to the UK’s economy.  The aviation industry directly employed 200,000 people, and a further 600,000 jobs were supported indirectly.  “We need to plan ahead so we can continue to benefit from the economic and social advantages of air travel, but at the same time deal with the impacts of increasing air transport for the environment.  The policies set out in this White Paper achieve this.”
 

Seminar: NTS incentives project: the joined-up data project
Two dozen people turned up at Great Minster House on 9 April 2003 to hear two speakers from the DfT talk about aspects of the National Travel Survey: Dorothy Salathiel and Mike Haslam.

Dorothy Salathiel began with an overview of the household survey of personal travel, explaining how information was collected on the characteristics of households, individuals, vehicles and journeys from face-to-face interviews with all household members and the completion of a travel diary for one week. She went through the mechanics of setting up interviewer contacts, from the advance letter to the final pick-up call, and the ways in which response rates could be maximised.  Response rates mattered, as high non-response increased the likelihood of bias in the sample and hence a greater risk of misleading results, and inconsistent response rates led to uncertainty in interpreting trends.  Response rates have in fact fallen (to 65%, from 80% in 1989) with the change to a new contractor in 2002, using interviewers new to the NTS.
Response rates are particularly low in London, where  oversampling could help.  Other measures include improved interviewer training, with promulgation of best practice; and the offer of surprise packs (such as colouring books) for children.  The aim of the incentives experiment was to determine whether or not incentives could significantly improve the rate of response for fully co-operating households.
The experimented tested three alternatives: no incentive; and £5 and £10 gifts offered to all members of the household only if they all completed the travel diary and placement questionnaires.
The experiment was conducted between July and December 2002.  For each quota of 22 addresses per interviewer, 6 were offered no incentive, 8 were offered £5, and 8 £10, in the form of High Street vouchers sent out on receipt of travel diaries by the Operations team.  Provisional results based on the first four months of the experiment show that:

· There was no evidence that interviewers put less effort into getting a response from households which were given no incentive

· The £5 incentive led to a statistically significant rise in response rate from 50 to 59%, and a fall in both refusals and partial refusals

· The £10 incentive led to a rise in response rate from 59 to 61% (not statistically significant)
· The difference in response rates between groups with no incentive and those with a £5 or £10 incentive was significant for some key variables: large households, ethnic group, age and marital status; but not significant for number of people in the household, households with dependent children, gender and travel to work
The increased response rate led to significant effects on reported travel.  There were significant shifts in:
· Number of trips to home

· Travel purpose (more education, escort education, non-food shopping, escort shopping/personal business)
· Mode (less travel by car, bicycle, other private transport, coach and excursion bus; more travel by motorcycle, bus, train and taxi/minicab)

Following these findings, the DfT is currently paying a £5 incentive while the policy is being determined, taking into accounts the costs of the scheme and other options.

There have been major changes to the NTS in 2002:

· The sample size was increased to 15,000 from 5,800 in 2000/01 and 5,000 up to 1999

· New questions were added to reflect changing requirements regarding attitudes, difficulties with travel and children’s independence

· Post-coding of seventh day Origin/Destination
The achievements and plans for this year include the publication of 13 factsheets in January and issue of 2002 results in the autumn.  A lot of ground work has been done to review methods used to allow for missing data, and this work is ongoing, with a view to publishing 2002 weighted results (using a Census non- response study to be undertaken in 2003/04) in 2004.

In future there will be greater user involvement, with direct access for users to extract NTS data.  An Advisory Group has been set up, and a newsletter.

Dorothy completed her presentation with details of relevant publications and websites.
A lively Q-&-A session ensued before the tea break.  Questions included:
· What is the cost of incentives as a proportion of total cost?  
Very small.  About 5%, certainly cheaper than increasing the sample size
· Could the effect of the introduction of incentives be a one-off?  Will the longterm declining trend in response rate reappear?  Your guess is as good as mine

· Have the incentives had any impact on the level of detail provided?  Interviewers feel that the quality of the travel diaries has not been affected.  In general, with or without incentives, diaries become less full as the week progresses (due to filling-in fatigue?), and this effect may be slightly reduced with incentives
· Can the accuracy of diary entries be assessed?  Interviewers do check diaries for logic, but cannot detect spurious journeys, nor can they tell if, for example, a shopping trip was overlooked.  New technology to supplement or validate the NTS,  such as GPS devices, are to be explored.  This will not be the full answer, however: it will not, for example, give the purpose of the trip, and the mode may have to be determined from the speed.  There are technical problems, too, with tall buildings and tunnels.  Cost is also an issue
· What are the European efforts in this area?  The equivalent of an European NTS is proposed.  The DfT would be reluctant to change its own system to harmonise with any mainland Europe developments; but would co-operate with any European initiative to base its system on the NTS
Comment from the floor: according to the Market Research Society, which has studied non-response over the years, response rates are falling generally, and incentives are widely used.
* * *

After tea, Mike Haslam – currently working with DfT but about to go to ODPM, and involved in transport since 1969 - took over, to talk about “joined-up data: finding the best data source for your needs.”

As an example of the necessity for this work he instanced two questions that were asked on the 2001 Census form about travel and transport, one of the six major topics in the Census.  These were on car ownership (not the same thing, Mike pointed out, as car access), and on the normal method of transport to normal place of work.  There were, however, alternative sources for this information: the NTS and other national surveys (such as the Labour Force Survey - LFS), and the DVLA and other administrative data.  There were differences between these sources in many aspects, such as coverage, and this could lead to confusion.  As a result, ONS set up the joined-up data project after the 2001 Census was taken.  The aims of the project were:

· To produce clear, detailed guidelines on choosing and using official data sources for a particular purpose [Market research and other private sources will not be assessed]
· To improve the coherence of National Statistics

· To integrate different sources

· To reduce confusion

A Transport Task Force was set up, headed by Mike himself.  Much progress has been made: the key distributions have been identified; sources identified and reviewed; and the most appropriate sources for given purposes identified.  What still needed to be done was to review the data once available, and release guidance.
After summarising other initiatives, Mike concluded with some preliminary results, in the form of six colourful tables, two of which I reproduce below to make this newsletter more visually attractive and difficult to read:
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As so often, the presentation stimulated a flood of questions, amongst which were:

· What is the coverage of the project?  Presently it includes only the questions arising from the 2001 Census, that is, car ownership and travel to work
· Will it be extended to other aspects of transport, for example, PTE estimates compared with operator estimates of bus & coach travel?  There are no specific plans to do so, but NS may investigate particular topics on an ad hoc basis

· The results so far are interesting but quite limited.  Are any other aspects being investigated?  Administrative sources – the DVLA – are being looked at, but there are no data as yet.  In theory one could use DVLA figures to allocate car ownership by postcode, but in practice the way the figures are collected leads to major anomalies – for example, there is one postcode (containing the Hertz HQ) that appears to have 40,000 cars!  The DfT is looking at the Census v the Labour Force Survey for data on travel to work
· Will there be any changes in the way census figures will be collected in future?  There is an ongoing debate on how the next census will be conducted, whether as a full or a sample census, or a full census for headcount questions and a 10% sample census for the detailed questionnaire, as in the USA
· Will your guidance contain actual data?  No: it will not give any numbers, just indications on where to look for the numbers most suitable for your purpose
Seminar: Road Traffic Statistics

Richard Butchart has provided me with the following account of the seminar held at Great Minster House on 10 July 2003.

The seminar was opened by Ashley Pottier, who has recently taken over responsibility for road traffic statistics from Kerrick Macafee.  His presentation was concerned with the Quality Review of the traffic statistics, which was being launched at the seminar and formed part of the overall National Statistics quality review process.  Currently, traffic statistics were being published in Transport Statistics Great Britain, a Road Traffic Statistics annual and in  quarterly Traffic in Great Britain publications.  The output was used in a number of contexts.  In particular, as a source for policy development, as input to the road traffic forecasting model, in the Local Government Finance Settlement and by industry.  In the latter context, DfT were aware of its use by a major supermarket chain to help in the positioning of new stores and by an agricultural show organiser to examine the impact of their shows on local traffic patterns.

The two key aspects of the statistics were:

· The production of annual average daily flows for both major and minor roads and

· The maintenance of a road length database.

The review would have five main strands:
· Producing the right outputs

· Quality inputs

· Sound and reliable methodology

· Communication

· Future developments

Expanding on these areas, Ashley picked out the need to better understand customers’ requirements, looking at international comparisons, improving access to the output and remaining fully aware of the administrative and technological changes affecting the possibilities for more efficient collection.

The consultation process would consist of:
· Questionnaires to key stakeholders

· Focus group events

· Regional forums and

· A dedicated website.

The review would be managed by a project board on which statisticians, policy, local authorities, academia and a key stakeholder would be represented. There would be a project manager.  It was aimed to complete the review during the Spring of 2004 after extensive consultations up to the end of October.

A lively discussion ensued.  Spencer Broadley raised the relation with the National Travel Survey where the estimates of vehicle kms are converted to passenger kms using average vehicle occupancy rates. Would average occupancy rates figure in the review? Not directly was the answer.

Sustrans asked if the review would look at cycling and walking traffic estimates?  Cycling would be a key element but there could be no certainty about answers at this stage.  Sustrans then wanted to know if one of the focus groups would consider cycling specifically.  This would be a possibility.

Martin Dale, MVA, wanted to know about how the reliability of the vehicle type divisions would be considered.  He was also concerned that other sources of data, such as the Highways Agency and local authorities, should be used as far as possible.  Ashley agreed that these were key considerations and Kerrick intervened to tell us that the new generation of automatic counters were much better than the old ones and produced more reliable data by vehicle type. There were also developments in counters to detect cycle traffic.  As for local authorities, he said there was some difficulty: as one of the uses of the data was to allocate money to local authorities there was an understandable hesitation about too heavy a reliance on local authority data in producing the figures.

Jenny King raised the problems of consistency with the road freight statistics.  On the road freight side, much work had been done to examine the shortfall apparent in those statistics.  Would there be a similar effort on the traffic side?  Yes was the answer.

A final telling comment from Spencer Broadley was about whether road pricing would provide a way forward, should it come to pass.  Again the answer was a firm “Yes”.

In the second session Kerrick explained the back- ground and details of some revisions to the figures which had been introduced in advance of the review. After giving a brief analysis of the estimation process, he explained why it had been decided to make changes now and not wait for the review.  The key opportunity was the temporary lifting on the moratorium on changes to the Revenue Support Grant formula.  In addition, there were ongoing changes in technology and a need to make some adjustment to earlier revisions.  The changes were concentrated in three areas:
· Changing from built up/non built up split to an urban/rural split
· Improvements to the expansion and growth factors

· Better estimates for minor roads

The key reason for a change away from built up/non built up split was the unsatisfactory nature of the indicator used for the division.  Built up roads were all roads with a speed limit of 40mph or less.  While this had been a good indication in earlier years of the division between urban and rural, it was becoming less so as 40mph limits were increasingly being applied in largely rural areas.  A good example was the New Forest where 40mph limits were now widely used.  Instead, urban polygons for settlements of 10,000 or more were being used to determine whether a road was in a rural or urban area.  Of course, this was not slavishly applied and exceptions were made for by-passes and closely linked urban settlements.

The improved expansion and growth factors were achieved by a finer disaggregation of the road categories with five groups, divided geographically and even in some cases by flow level to give a total of 22 groups.  Some adjustments were made for known biases in some factors to align better with Highways Agency data.

The traffic estimates for minor roads had been improved by a rebasing of the sample to 1999, new estimates for B roads and an improvement for other roads with use of a detailed study of areas within local authorities.

Kerrick went on to illustrate the impact of the changes on the published figures.  In the cases illustrated, motorway traffic, A road traffic, motor- cycle traffic and cycling traffic, these showed a much smoother development of the figures than had previously been the case.  He concluded by saying that there had been no revisions prior to 1993, there were unlikely to be further revisions to the data for 1993 to 1998.  However, the outcome of the review and further GIS developments were likely to lead to further improvements.

There was once again a high quality response from the meeting.  Martin Dale, MVA, regretted the loss of the built up/non built up split because of the link to road traffic accidents.  The police could easily tell what the speed limit was but would have more difficulty in determining whether the road was urban of rural.  Kerrick agreed that this was a problem but against that, the police now gave a grid reference; this was not always reliable, but other information would normally give sufficient data to pinpoint the location with sufficient accuracy.

Robert Rossett, HMPR, was also concerned about the same problem and wanted to know if the analysis on the old basis could be continued.  After some discussion it was agreed that it could be but based on the speed limits prevailing at 1 April 2001.

Customs and Excise were concerned to know if confidence intervals were available for the new estimates.  The answer was “No” but this was a subject to be covered in the review, as the algebra was complicated.

Simon Lister from the Chair first asked how much the surveys cost (£4-5m) and then whether spending £50m would achieve a much better result.  Kerrick doubted this, suggesting that a more targeted approach might achieve a better impact.  For example, it would undoubtedly help if major roads could be split between dual and single carriageways as this had a substantial impact on flows.

Finally, Robert Rossett asked about the publication plan for the 2002 data.  Ashley confirmed that they were timetabled for the end of the month but that they were not yet ready.

Seminar: Traffic in cities - impact and control
Mike Mignone has kindly provided me with the following note, lightly edited, of the seminar held at the University of Leeds on 22 October 2003.  There were two main speakers, both from the Institute of Transport Studies: Oliver Carsten and Margaret Bell.
In opening the seminar, Ray Haywood expressed the hope that this would be the first of a regular series of TSUG seminars in the English regions to match those held in Scotland and Wales.

Oliver Carsten presented the research to be conducted under the Intelligent Speed Adaptation (ISA) project.  He began by explaining the rationale:
· Most drivers speed

· Speed increases risk of accidents

· A 1mph increase in speed results in a 5% increase in injury accidents

· To reduce speeds, it has to be made more difficult

An example of the latter is that 20mph zones cause a genuine 20% reduction in injury accidents not merely displacing them.  However, current techniques are primitive.

ISA represents a new approach by bringing traffic calming techniques from the road to the vehicle.  The vehicle itself becomes responsive to the speed limits in effect on the road but this would depend on a £10m database to provide complete coverage of the UK.  In its simplest form, the system can provide a warning if the speed limit is exceeded. In its more advanced form, it controls the throttle setting to prevent speeding and even applying the brakes to ensure compliance as a lower speed limit zone is approached.

The UK research considers a number of aspects:
· Specification of the system - roadside beacons were rejected in favour of a navigation style system.  This also has the benefit of placing the major cost, the installation, on the user rather than government
· Legal implications - studies had suggested that there were none despite some doubts expressed by German colleagues

· Driver acceptance - this was to be studied in ISA

· Driver behaviour - how does the driver respond

· Savings and side effects, notably on fuel consumption

· An implementation strategy, including a cost benefit analysis

The behaviour trials would look at a range of variants: voluntary/mandatory use of the system, by road class for all road types, safety critical behaviour where simulators would be used.  In the ISA trials, some extra functions would reduce speed for curves and crossings.

The key results from the earlier work showed that the mandatory ISA system worked best, achieving speed limit compliance especially in the urban context and rural villages.  While drivers preferred the voluntary system, they felt they drove better with the mandatory system in action and the results indicated this to be true.  The earlier results showed that the mandatory system achieved a substantial reduction in speeds which would lead to a 36% fall in injury accidents at the best if a dynamic system were installed which could take account of weather and other aspects in addition to the fixed speed limits and route geography.  This in turn would lead to a 59% drop in fatal accidents.  If this were achieved, the UK could see around 1,500 deaths a year on the roads compared with around 3,500 today.

A cost benefit analysis of this situation revealed that benefits would outweigh costs by around 7 to 1 even in the scenario of its full introduction in 2020.  This was based on the assumption of waiting to 2005 to see the research completed, a further 5 years to 2010 to agree on a standard at European level, a further 3 years for the car manufacturers to incorporate the technology into production cars with a wait until 2020 for full introduction when 60% of the fleet would be equipped.

The current project involved 4 field trials based around equal mixes of fleet and private drivers, based in West Yorkshire and the Midlands.  Each driver would have 6 months use of the vehicle with one month with ISA off, four months on and one final month off.  One particular aspect of the research would be to analyse driver behaviour - do they fight the system?  The database backing the trial would include the local area around the driver’s home, in the first instance Leeds, but would also cover the motorway and trunk road network for Britain.

The test vehicles would carry two computers, one to provide the speed limit indication and the other to control the throttle and gather the data.  While the system can be overridden, any driver doing so consistently would be withdrawn from the trial since no useful data could be gathered.

The data collected by the system would consist of

· Trip information

· Maximum speed

· % ISA override

· Faults

Other data would provide sampling on

· Time

· Link

· Link direction

· Speed

· Speed limit

· % throttle

· ISA state

At the end of each trip, there would be data on fuel consumption and end position.  In later stages of the project, it was hoped to include trials with HGVs and motorcycles, although the latter still depended on finding a co-operative manufacturer

In the second presentation, Margaret Bell spoke about the Leeds Health Air Pollution, Noise, Traffic and Emissions Research Network (LANTERN) where £4m had been awarded by the EPSRC to purchase equipment to study:
· Emissions out of vehicles

· Pollution on street

· Driver behaviour

· Noise

· Exposure and impact on health

The object of the research was to explore the links between emissions and pollution and how driver behaviour could affect this and then the wider links to health.

An important factor in the current research was to explore ways to overcome the limitations of current models. These could be summarised as follow.

· The use of average speeds and limited driver types.  There is a need to know more about the impact of driver profiles

· Real world emissions rather than new vehicle test results. The current models are naïve about these issues

· Current models of pollution arising from vehicle emissions are inadequate
· Noise modelling is currently geared to trunk roads and motorways as opposed to city conditions
· On health there is a need for exposure models to better evaluate the impact of pollution
Undertaking such research requires a multi-disciplinary team, combining engineers, transport modellers, chemists and health professionals.  One object is to provide a joint database to allow all the professionals involved full access to integrated data sets and analysis to gain fundamental understanding of complex inter-relationships and data mining. However, such a research programme creates problems for funding since the various funding bodies are used to thinking about research within their own silos and are uncomfortable with larger, and perhaps to them, less focussed projects such as this.

Even so, the research would be looking at a number of issues.  Engines, including a diesel engine, would be available to study the impact on emissions of cold starts, driver styles, etc., where very large variations up to two orders of magnitude could be expected.  For pollution, the trials with the pollution monitoring van showed substantial variations in pollution levels within very short distances on city roads.

The latest research will acquire a number of vehicles, which will cover the range from pre-Euro specification through Euro 1, 2, 3, and 4.  This will allow a study of the impact of driver profiles on emissions at a range of ambient temperature levels. Ongoing research is monitoring pollution simultaneously with wind speed and noise levels to  develop a microscopic model that uses loop detector data as input.  One aspect of interest would be the implication of new vehicle types such as electric vehicles.  Another would be to study the impacts on drivers of exposure to traffic pollution, by taking regular blood and urine samples from a sample of bus and taxi drivers to establish how pollution was experienced to those exposed for long periods.  Employer concerns about union response makes such research difficult and lack of funding has so far prevented this research area from being developed.

The most important single aim of the research would be to establish the infrastructure to enable statistically significant results to be obtained.  The establishment of a single database open to all the research strands would be a significant step forward.

Following the main presentation, Margaret had arranged a site visit to see all the equipment, including some of Oliver’s fleet, for use in the research.  This covered the pollution monitoring van and the measuring equipment.  Inside, we were shown the computer system, including the recording of live data in Nottingham and Leicester.  The final coup de grace was an explanation that the received wisdom that cutting vehicle speeds reduced pollution was not necessarily true.  Some modelling work indicated that while emissions may fall, pollution in fact increased because vehicles remained longer in each area.

At the end of the formal sessions, both authors were thanked in the normal way by the audience.  


AGM

The 17th Annual General Meeting of the Transport Statistics Users Group was held at University College London, on Wednesday 10 December 2003.  There were 8 non-committee members among the 13 attendees.  The proceedings were more informal than usual, as the Group has still not found a successor to its previous Chairman, Peter Norgate.  The Chairman’s report was prepared and read out by the Newsletter Editor, James Woods, on behalf of the Committee as a whole.

“I am delivering this year’s Chairman’s report in the continuing absence of a Chairman.  I hope that a candidate for the post will emerge during this AGM.  But even without a Chair, this past year has been another active year for the Group.

Nine seminars - a record number - have been held during the past year, on subjects as varied as: 

· Road freight statistics – recent developments

· Road Safety Statistics Quality Review

· Statistics and modelling for UK airport planning

· The National Travel Survey incentives project: the joined-up data project 

· Key Performance Indicators for Local Transport Plans

· Traffic Statistics Quality Review and revisions to the traffic estimates

· Transport indicators – where to?

· Traffic in cities - impact and control; and

· London congestion charging: its effects and implications.

The planning of next year’s programme is well advanced, with firm dates for five of the next six seminars.  Two of last year’s seminars were held in the Regions (Edinburgh and Leeds); and we propose to maintain the pattern of two regional seminars a year, at a range of venues, as far as practicable.
In the absence of a Chairman, dialogue between the TSUG and outside bodies has been inevitably more constrained this year than last.  But our thanks must go to Simon Lister for representing us so effectively on the Royal Statistical Society, the Statistics Commission and the Statistics Users Council, to which he presented in October an illuminating paper on Transport Performance Indicators.  This paper will, we hope, form the basis for a future seminar.  As ever, TSUG owes much to the DfT for indirectly supporting the TSUG finances with the provision of meeting rooms and general administration. Paul Swallow’s support has been invaluable. 

Despite computer glitches, James Woods has continued to edit and produce the TSUG Newsletter, with circulation primarily now by E-mail.  Publication is imminent of the 2003/4 Transport Year Book, produced in collaboration with Landor.  TSUG has continued a series of advertisements in LTT for 2003/04.

Fred Hitchins has done much work on the TSUG website during the year.  It is now open for business on www.irn-research.com/tsug; and a link has been created to it from the Dft’s overhauled website on www.transtat.dft.gov.uk.

Administratively, the Committee has had a difficult year.  In addition to the departure of our much missed previous Chairman, Peter Norgate, pressure of work has meant that we are about to lose the services of our Treasurer, Glyn Rhys-Tyler, and our Membership Secretary, Fred Hitchins – whose firm will, however, continue to maintain the TSUG website.  Ivan Coutinho has replaced Jason Plent as The Stationery Office representative.

There is nevertheless much to be positive about, quite apart from the success of our seminar programme.  Our membership has continued to grow throughout 2003, from 156 to 163 [118 corporate, 37 individual, 6 student and 2 honorary – though, admittedly, not all of these have yet paid up].  A survey of members undertaken earlier this year shows that members feel that the TSUG continues to offer good value for money.  TSUG finances continue to be strong.  We are grateful for the loyalty and commitment of the members of our Committee, upon whose voluntary services – often provided under quite difficult conditions - we all depend.

To repeat a message from our Chairman last year, the TSUG is here for the members and the Committee does not have the monopoly of good ideas or even organisation skills.  We look forward to greater involvement of all members in future.”

Glyn Rhys-Tyler introduced the accounts which he circulated to all attendees.  These had not yet been audited, but would be before he handed the reins to his successor sometime before the end of the current financial year.  He reported that the fully paid-up membership at 10 December was 143, but that he expected this figure would rise significantly after the laggards had been approached for their subscriptions – he explained that pressure of work had prevented him from doing more chasing up.  Finances were healthy: figures for the year ending 31 March 2003 showed that expenditure of £4,245 was dwarfed by income of £10,534, leaving a balance of £15,596 to carry forward.  During the last 8 months expenditure, largely on the Transport Yearbook, has managed to outstrip income, so that by 10 December total reserves had fallen to £14,661 – still a comfortably high figure. 

All non-retiring members expressed willingness to serve for a further term.  During the past year, Ivan Coutinho has replaced Jason Plent as TSO representative; Paul Clifford, David Flaxen and Fred Hitchins resigned from the Committee; and Peter Norgate and Glyn Rhys-Tyler announced their resignation from their main posts, because of pressure of other work, but will continue to serve on the Committee in a less demanding capacity.

A call for volunteers from the floor produced two firm applications to join, which were both approved, and a possible third application (depending on the results of a review of other commitments).  [Since the meeting the third applicant has confirmed her availability to serve]  With the three new successful applicants – John Dickson-Simpson of Transport Press Services; Nina Webster of Transport for London; and Alison Hill of the Countryside Agency - the committee members, with their current responsibilities, now are:

· Richard Butchart

Without portfolio

 


· Ivan Coutinho 

TSO representative, Publicity, Transport Yearbook

· Martin Dale

Without portfolio

· John Dickson-Simpson
Without portfolio

· Ruth Graham

ILT representative 

· Alison Hill


Without portfolio

· Simon Lister
   
Without portfolio

· Peter Norgate

Without portfolio


· Glyn Rhys-Tyler

Treasurer (as caretaker)

· Dr Jock Robertson
Transport Yearbook/ Scottish representative

· Paul Swallow

DfT representative

· Richard Walker

Without portfolio

· Nina Webster

Without portfolio

· James Woods

Newsletter

It is expected that members without portfolio undertake a share of the burden of arranging seminars for the Group.  A new Treasurer will need to be appointed during the next 4 months; and the organisation and structure of the Committee are shortly to be reviewed to ensure its maximum efficiency and effectiveness in the absence of a Chairman, until a new Chair can be appointed.


News of members

During the 13 weeks ended Friday 9 January 2004, the following activities of members that may have a direct influence on the provision or analysis of transport statistics have been reported: 

· KPMG LLP produced in November for the Corporation of London a 94-page report on Comparative public transport investment in major European cities.  The report looks at the extent and effectiveness of investment for the five cities profiled (Amsterdam, Brussels, Frankfurt, London and Paris), with case studies in each city illustrating the daily commuting experience.  For more information phone 020 7311 6359 or Email ian.barlex@kpmg.co.uk
· The DfT appointed NERA in association with MVA to evaluate the processes and impacts of integrated transport and the cross-sector benefits of improved accessibility.  This project is one of several being commissioned by DfT to inform guidance that they propose to issue to local transport authorities in 2004 on accessibility planning.  Transport authorities will be asked to take the lead on accessibility planning and incorporate it within their second Local Transport Plans (LTPs), due in 2005.  NERA and MVA will examine best practice case studies on the delivery of co-ordinated or integrated transport solutions.  The study will identify the factors crucial to the success of different initiatives and barriers to their adoption, as well as evaluating the impacts, such as improved accessibility outcomes and cost efficiency gains.  It will attempt to quantify both transport and non- transport impacts, in terms of financing and in terms of assistance in attaining local and national objectives and targets for service delivery.
· West Dunbartonshire Council has appointed transport consultants MVA to undertake the Clydebank Transport Study.  The overall aim of the Scottish Executive funded study is to provide information on travel patterns and the perceptions of local people on transport issues to support West Dunbartonshire Council’s next Local Transport Strategy document.  The study will evaluate existing traffic movements for the Clydebank area.  The information obtained will be used to predict and assess the impact of new developments on the transport infrastructure and facilities, test future transport proposals and inform the Council on how best to target resources.  As well as providing a database of information for the future regeneration of Clydebank, the data collected will also be used by the Council to determine targets for reducing traffic growth under the Road Traffic Reduction Act.  Good information about public attitudes and aspirations will be a major determinant in the development and implementation of the Council’s Local Transport Strategy to develop a transport network that will include public transport, cycling and walking as key components.  Clydebank has five rail stations and is well served by bus services but there is little information available on local travel patterns and the factors that influence travel mode decisions.

Dates for your diary

	Feb 25
14.30
	An afternoon seminar to be held at the DfT in Great Minster House on New surveys of vans and foreign vehicles with Carole Lehman, Head of Transport Research MORI, and Paul McDonnell, an Assistant Statistician in DfT's Freight Statistics Division.  For more information, please contact Darren Cooper on 020 7944 2529, or Email Darren.Cooper@dft.gsi.gov.uk

	Mar 25 
	A half-day seminar, to be held at the Glamorgan Business School, Pontypridd, on Achieving sustainable accessibility

	Apr 21 
	Joint TSUG/RSS seminar to consider the broader range of transport statistics, their dissemination and the needs of users

	May 19 
	Joint seminar with ILT on GPS

	Jun 23 
	Economic contribution of transport


Full details of these events will be circulated as soon as they are available.



Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 65 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: liswoods@aol.com



Appendix:

DfT Statistical Publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next few months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.

8 Jan   Bus Quality Indicators: Q2 2003/04
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
29 Jan   Survey of privately-owned vans: 2003
Ad hoc bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk
5 Feb   Traffic in Great Britain Q4 2003
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
5 Feb   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Third Quarter 2003 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
26 Feb   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q4 2003
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
25 Mar  Bus Quality Indicators: Q3 2002/03 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
25 Mar Sea Passenger Bulletin: Q4 2003 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Mar P Traffic Speeds on English Trunk Roads: 2003
A biennial bulletin.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P   National Roads Maintenance Condition Survey: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadmaintenance.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P   Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P   National Travel Survey: 2002
An annual bulletin, extending the provisional results published in December 2003.  For further information E-mail mailto:national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
6 May   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Fourth Quarter 2003 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
6 May   Traffic in Great Britain Q1 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
27 May  Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q1 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Transport of Goods by Road in Great Britain: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Provisional Port Statistics: 2003
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
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