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Editorial

As this is, even by my lax standards, an unusually lengthy newsletter, I propose to leave it as is and issue its successor - which will feature seminar reports - within the next four or five weeks.  
Please note the following extract from the AGM account on page 17: “There was a request from the floor for more information to be provided on members who served on the Committee...  The suggestion was made that material be published on all Committee members, possibly through the News-letter.”  If any of you would be interested in a short paragraph on each of our Committee members, indicating what makes them so suitable to undertake their roles, please let me know.


Publications

Vehicle excise duty evasion 2005
The DfT published in October 2005 National Statistics which showed that: 

· Vehicle Excise Duty evasion is estimated to cost £147 million in the year 2005/6, some £18 million more than in 2004/5 but well below the figure of over £206 million in 2002/3
· The revenue lost from VED evasion is equivalent to 3.6% of the total revenue that should be raised, compared with 3.4% in 2004/5 and 4.8% in 2002/3
· In the Private and Light Goods tax class which accounts for 87% of vehicle stock, evasion rose from 2.9% of vehicles in use in 2004 to 3.1% in 2005
· Regionally, the largest increase in evasion rate between 2004 and 2005 was in Wales
· Vehicles that are not correctly licensed have on average lower mileage than properly licensed vehicles in all tax classes

·  Evasion rates are highest among motorcycles and ‘other vehicles’

· Evasion rates are higher for older vehicles. Evasion among vehicles in the PLG class that are more than 10 years old is five times the evasion level of vehicles less than 10 years old.  Evasion is around 10 times higher for vehicles whose owner details are not known. 

This report describes how the survey was carried out and presents detailed results, including further comparisons against those from previous surveys. 

For this survey contractors recorded registration marks of vehicles at 236 road sites across Great Britain (excluding Northern Ireland, results for which will be published separately).  In total, around 1.2 million valid sightings of registration marks were collected.  These were then checked against the computer record of licensed status to determine the levels of traffic observed without a valid licence.  Information on traffic levels was used to weight together the results from the different sites and further adjustments were then made to derive estimated evasion in the total vehicle stock from that observed in the survey, taking into account the fact that unlicensed vehicles travel fewer miles than those with a valid license. 

Any queries about the detail of the survey should be addressed to Mike Dark of Statistics - Roads 3 Branch, Zone 2/16, Great Minster House, London, SW1P 4DR. e-mail: Mike.Dark@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Free copies are available from SR3 Branch (tel: 020 7944 3077), e-mail: Mu'azu.Aguye@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  It is also available from the Department’s web site http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat. 

Road traffic in Great Britain - Q3 2005
The DfT published in November 2005 provisional figures that indicated that estimated traffic levels rose by 0.7% between Q3 2004 and Q3 2005.  Other key results, comparing Q3 2004 and Q3 2005, include: 

· Car traffic was virtually unchanged 

· Light van traffic was 4% higher 

· Goods vehicle traffic was virtually unchanged 

· Other motor vehicle traffic fell by 3% 

· Traffic on motorways and Rural A roads each rose by 1%, whilst traffic on Urban A roads fell by 2% 

· Traffic on Minor Rural roads and Minor Urban roads rose by 3% and 1% respectively.
These provisional estimates are based on limited information including data from automatic traffic counters at 152 sites.  They are subject to revision when final estimates are published in July 2006. 

This Statistics Bulletin is available from DfT, SR2, Zone 2/14, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Contact Margaret Talbot on 020 7944 3095).  Quarterly road traffic statistics can be viewed at the following address: http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_610232.hcsp
Note: As part of the DfT’s dissemination strategy, the need for paper publications has been reviewed.  In the case of quarterly bulletins, there does not seem to be strong demand for paper publications.  It is therefore proposed that the primary means of dissemination for the next and subsequent bulletins will be via the Department’s website.  However, current recipients of the paper publication will continue to have the option to receive a paper copy if they wish.  It is also planned that users will, on request, be notified by e-mail when bulletins are posted on the web site.  Comments on this proposal should be sent to Colin Brailsford, Department for Transport, Zone 2/17, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR; tel 020 7944 4748; email Colin.Brailsford@dft.gsi.gov.uk. 

Regional transport statistics 2005

The DfT published in November 2005 a National Statistics publication that brought together a wide range of transport statistics for Great Britain at Government Office Region and former Metropolitan County level.  Regional variations are complex, particularly because of the widely varying local circumstances.  These include differences in economy, population structure and density, and transport systems.  London, in particular, is very distinctive in transport terms.  The publication represents a rich and varied source of transport statistics at regional level and is available online at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_610418.hcsp 

A wide range of tables, maps, charts and summary points are presented, covering the following areas: 

· Personal travel, including a selection of regional information from the National Travel Survey
· Public transport, including information collected from public transport operators
· Road vehicles, including stock and first registrations, and vehicle crime
· Road traffic, including traffic and traffic speeds
· Roads, including road lengths and road condition
· Road safety, including regional casualty figures for different types of road users
· Freight, including road goods moved and lifted by origin and destination, and freight traffic at ports
· Air, including passenger and freight movements by region
· General, including regional population, household numbers and economic data. 

This - the fifth annual edition of this publication - is intended to complement the information that was published in Transport Statistics Great Britain 2005.  These and other statistics publications can be found at http://www.dft.gov.uktranstat/ 

Regional Transport Statistics 2005 is available free of charge from DfT (telephone 020 7944 3096 or e-mail subnational.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk), in paper or in electronic formats.  Microsoft Excel versions of the individual data tables are being made available for downloading from the DfT website or on request. 

Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - third quarter 2005

The DfT published in November 2005 National Statistics which showed that in Q3 2005:
· 698,500 vehicles travelled to mainland Europe, a 1% decrease from the previous quarter and the same level as the third quarter of 2004
· 509,200 of this total were powered vehicles, a 1% decrease from the previous quarter, and a 2% increase on the third quarter of 2004

· The number of unaccompanied trailers was at the same level as in the previous quarter, and 4% lower than in the third quarter of 2004
· UK-registered vehicles accounted for 26% of all powered vehicles, compared with 25% a year ago. 

Survey results are broken down by country of vehicle registration, by country of disembarkation and by GB port group.  Separate figures are given for powered vehicles and unaccompanied trailers. 

The report is available, free, from Lisa Ayers, Transport Statistics Freight Division, tel: 0117 372 8484, email: lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk and from the Department’s website http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat 

See note on the Department's dissemination strategy on page 2 above. 

Waterborne freight in the United Kingdom 2004

The DfT published in November 2005 National Statistics on freight traffic carried on UK inland waters, around the UK coast, to and from UK offshore installations and sea dredging.  The report shows that in 2004: 

· 45 million tonnes of cargo were carried on inland waters (6% less than the previous year).  This included both non-seagoing traffic and seagoing traffic crossing into inland waters
· goods moved (the tonnage lifted multiplied by the distance travelled) fell by 7% to 1.5 billion tonne-kilometres.  The fall was mainly due to the decline in movements of dry bulk traffic on inland waters
· non-seagoing traffic fell by 18% to 2.6 million tonnes lifted.  Goods moved fell by 16% to 0.15 billion tonne-kilometres
· sea going traffic crossing into inland waters fell by 5% to 42 million tonnes lifted and 1.4 billion tonne-kilometres moved
· total water transport accounted for 6% of goods lifted and 24% of goods moved by all modes of transport in the UK 

· crude petroleum and petroleum products dominated total waterborne freight traffic, amounting to 47 billion tonne-kilometres of goods moved (79% of all waterborne freight)
· UK registered ships handled 14 million tonnes of coastwise and UK offshore oil cargoes (18% of all vessel traffic)
· the Thames was the busiest of the major inland waterways, lifting 16 million tonnes and moving 0.61 billion tonne-kilometres.  The Forth was next busiest, with 8.5 million tonnes and 0.18 billion tonne-kilometres
· inland waters traffic has fallen over the last decade in terms of both goods lifted (by 28%) and goods moved (by 29%).
This publication is available, free of charge, from the DfT’s Maritime Statistics Branch, Zone 2/19 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR (tel: 0207 944 3087) or from the web site at http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_610537.hcsp
UK port employment and accident rates

The DfT published in November National Statistics derived from a survey of employment carried out by consultants Momenta and Databuild on behalf of the Department on accident rates at UK ports.  The work was commissioned to fill some of the information gaps identified in a recent House of Commons Transport Select Committee report on ports. 

The main aims of the research were to: 

· estimate port employment in the UK

· estimate port accident rates and to consider ways of producing more accurate accident rates statistics for ports linked to the Health and Safety Executive’s officially reported accident statistics. 

As part of the research several categories of port employment were defined:
· Direct employment - that associated with the main operation of a port and supporting activities

· Indirect employment - that associated with the provision of goods and services to direct employers

· Induced employment - that supported by spending by households of direct and indirect employees
· Employment in ports partially related to port operations - employment by businesses located on port because it is convenient for their operation e.g. they may import raw materials or export finished goods, and wish to have a manufacturing base close to the reception of raw materials or export of goods
· Employment in ports unrelated to port operational activities - those businesses on the port estate that are completely unrelated to the activity of the port - they may simply rent or lease port land. 

Port authorities and port related businesses were surveyed in October 2004 and March 2005, and employment estimates were made for each of the main categories above.  These were further sub-divided into employment on and off the port estate. Central employment estimates have been given in the report, and also ranges (based on 95% statistical confidence intervals) which reflect the significant variation in type and size of companies in the industry. 

The survey estimated that 54,000 full time equivalent employees work in directly related jobs on the port estate in the UK, and around 20,000 employees in directly related jobs off the port estate.  1,000 employees also work on the port estate indirectly, supplying goods and services; 7,000 work on the port estate in partially related jobs (such as manufacturing where the companies use the port to import or export goods and it suits them to be located there); and 10,000 work on the port estate in jobs which have nothing to do with the port. 

Estimates were also made of indirect employment in the supply of goods and services to direct companies, and of induced employment associated with expenditure resulting from those who derive incomes from direct and indirect companies.  
Port businesses were asked about the number of non-permanent employees they employed currently, and also the number employed at busy and quiet times. The response from direct port businesses was that around 4% of their employees were non-permanent currently and also at quiet times, rising to 9% at busy times of the year. 

Businesses were also asked about accidents notified to the Health and Safety Executive, in the twelve months prior to the interview.  From this information the accident rate for direct businesses on port is estimated to be 1.2 accidents per 100 employees annually on average.  The accident rate is lower than estimated by Ports Skills and Safety Limited for their members (2.8% in 2004), since PSSL are thought to have a narrower coverage of port employment activities and include companies more directly involved with port operations (cargo handlers for example), where employees are more at risk. 

One of the aims of this study was to consider methods for producing more accurate accident rate statistics for ports linked to the Health and Safety Executive’s annual reported accident statistics.  The conclusion of the study is that this would be possible and feasible, and government and industry need to consider what information is needed for monitoring purposes, taking into account additional costs and expected benefits of improved data.  Views will be considered as part of the Department’s Ports Policy Review consultation, early next year. 

The full report is available from the Department’s website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/maritime/ 

For further information about this study contact: Alan Brown, Maritime Statistics, DfT, Zone 2/19, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR, Tel 020-7944 4441, Fax 020 7944 2165, e-mail alanh.brown@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  See also the seminar report on page 13 below.
Public Transport statistics bulletin: Great Britain 2005 edition - Financial supplement
The DfT published in November 2005 National Statistics with the following key points for 2004/05: 

· Local bus revenue in Great Britain increased by 4% to £3,519 million.  Revenue in Great Britain as a whole, including concessionary fare reimbursement to operators, was around 76 pence per passenger boarding
· Concessionary fare reimbursement to operators, based on provisional estimates, rose to £595 million in Great Britain.  In England, it was £469 million, up 2% in real terms on 2003/04 

· Local bus operations in Great Britain cost £1.20 per kilometre or 68 pence per passenger boarding

· The Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) increased by 3% in real terms to £430 million.  Of this, £91 million was for local bus service operators in London, who run about one fifth of Britain’s local bus mileage
· Operating costs were highest per kilometre in London, at £2.21, but lowest per passenger boarding at 58 pence.  Frequent services and high bus use in London account for this. 

The publication, a web-only release, can be viewed at: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_610507.pdf 

The original publication Public Transport Statistics Bulletin Great Britain: 2005 Edition is available from the Department for Transport, Statistics Travel Division 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR, Tel 020 7944 4139, e-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the following website address: http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/publictransport 

Sea passenger statistics: third quarter 2005

The DfT published in December 2005 provisional National Statistics which showed that in the third quarter of 2005 there were: 

· 8.8 million international sea passenger journeys to and from the UK, 7% lower than in the corresponding quarter of 2004.  International sea passenger arrivals and departures each totalled 4.4m
· 4.8m international passenger journeys through Dover, 3% lower than the corresponding quarter of 2004.  There were 1.1m international journeys through Portsmouth, the next largest port for international sea passenger traffic (14% lower than the same quarter last year)
· 1.2m domestic sea passenger journeys between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, 12% lower than the same quarter last year. 

For comparison, during the same period there were 4.3 million passenger journeys through the Channel Tunnel (1% higher than the same quarter last year). 

Sea passenger information is also published annually by the Department in Maritime Statistics and Transport Statistics Great Britain. Summary quarterly information is also published by ONS in the Monthly Digest of Statistics. 

The Bulletin is available from the DfT website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_610689.hcsp 

The quarterly statistical release will continue to be published on the Department’s website next year, and the next edition will be released on Thursday 23rd March 2006.  However, subject to views of users, it is planned to publish the more detailed Sea Passenger Bulletin annually only, when calendar year figures are available.  If this change is made then the first edition of the annual Bulletin will be published on the Department’s web site together with the next statistical release, in March 2006. 

Bus and Light Rail statistics GB: July to September 2005

The DfT published in December 2005 National Statistics on passenger satisfaction, bus reliability, age of fleet and bus and light rail patronage.  Key points include:
· In the summer of 2005, the average score for overall satisfaction given by passengers for the bus journey just completed reached the highest recorded value for this measure in England - 82 out of 100.  The ratings in London were up three points on the spring, to 80.  In Metropolitan areas, scores were up by one point, to 83

· Satisfaction with reliability in England was up by one point, to 68 out of 100, also the highest recorded score for this measure
· Satisfaction with safety and security fell two points to 81 in London.  This is probably a reflection of the July 7 bombings

· Satisfaction with bus stop information in England maintained a score of 68 out of 100. A record high score of 64 was achieved in Non-Metropolitan areas, although ratings fell by two points in Non-Metropolitan areas (62) and by one point in London (74)

· The proportion of scheduled mileage run in England - excluding losses outside the operators’ control - was 98.9%, the highest value recorded for this measure since the survey began

· Passengers are generally more satisfied with light rail services than bus services.  A survey carried out in June/July 2005 showed that the average score for overall satisfaction for a light rail journey just completed was 85 out of 100.  This compared to 79 for passengers alighting from buses in the vicinity of light rail stops. 

This Statistics Bulletin is available from DfT, ST1, Zone 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).  Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the following website address: 
http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/publictransport 

The publication replaces the quarterly Bus Quality Indicators England.  The change in name results from the inclusion of a new section providing quarterly estimates of bus and light rail passenger journeys in Great Britain. 

Focus on ports 2006
The DfT published in January National Statistics on UK port traffic.  This report gives comprehensive statistical information about:

· commercially active UK ports, including trends in traffic since the 1960s for unitised cargo types such as containers, road goods vehicles and trailers, and by broad commodity groups such as crude oil and oil products, ores, coal and general cargo
· individual ports around the coast, including details about ownership, type of operation carried out, and the sorts of traffic handled
· UK port employment and accident rates.
There are more than 650 ports in the UK for which statutory harbour authority powers have been granted, of which around 120 are commercially active.  They range from ports such as the Port of London, which extends 95 miles from Teddington to the North Sea, to small harbour trusts responsible for quays, piers and other facilities which are only of local significance. 

Around 95% by volume and 75% by value of the UK’s international trade is transported by sea.  In 2004 total UK imports across all transport modes were valued at £249 billion and exports at £191 billion, which indicates that approximately £330 billion of the UK’s international trade was moved through its seaports. 

The UK ports industry is the largest in Europe in terms of freight tonnage, handling a total of 573 million tonnes of foreign and domestic traffic in 2004.  Each year around 50 million international and domestic passenger journeys are made through UK ports. In 2004 there were 27 million international ferry and cruise passenger journeys to and from the UK, a further 4 million domestic passengers on sea crossings and 19 million on inter-island services such as the Isle of Wight and Scottish Islands. 

Annual tonnage handled by UK ports grew steadily between 1980 and 2000 at around 1.3% per year. Traffic levels declined subsequently during the period 2000 to 2003 by 1% annually but rose again by 3% in 2004.  Growth in traffic has been particularly strong in two key sectors, container and roll-on/roll-off (ro-ro) traffic, which have averaged growths of 5% and 3.5% per year respectively over the last decade. 
Growth in imports has been much stronger than exports over the last twenty years, reflecting the changing structure of the economy from manufacturing to service industries.  Domestic traffic has declined over the same period. 

Much of the tonnage is concentrated in a relatively small number of ports - the top 15 ports account for almost 80% of the UK’s total port traffic.  Grimsby & Immingham is the largest port in the UK and also the sixth largest in Northern Europe.  Almost a third of UK tonnage and three quarters of container units go through South East ports.  Around 74,000 employees are directly employed on port related activities in the UK (see page 3 above for further details).  
The first edition of Focus on Ports was published in November 2000 together with Modern Ports: A UK Policy.  Focus on Ports 2006, the second publication in the Focus on Ports series, is a fully revised and updated version of the report, which draws together published information already available.  It can be purchased from Palgrave Macmillan priced £40, or is available free from the Transport Statistics website at http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_611027.hcsp
Transport trends: 2005 edition

The DfT published the eighth edition of Transport Trends in January. This National Statistics publication provides readers with an introduction to the major trends in transport and travel in Great Britain.  Through the inclusion of many charts it presents an overview of key trends over the past 25 years, and highlights some of the key issues.  It is intended as a companion volume to Transport Statistics Great Britain, which contains reference tables containing more detailed figures and some longer time trends. 

Transport Trends 2005 follows the structure of the previous edition, with the inclusion where possible of more up to date data.  There are sections covering the following topics: 

Roads, vehicles and congestion 
Personal travel by mode 
Public transport 
Variation in personal travel and access to services 
Freight and logistics 
Ports and airports 
Safety 
Health and the environment 

The complete publication, including a brief summary and all the data underlying the graphics, can be found on the Department’s web-site. 

This publication illustrates longer-term trends and also presents a wider range of statistical analysis to help put key policy targets and their trends into a broader context. Transport Trends also reports on those of the government's sustainable development indicators which are most relevant to transport.
It is available, free, from DfT (tel 020 7944 4846, or e-mail publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk).  It can also be found on the DfT web-site at http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_026281.hcsp. 

Household transport in 2004: some Scottish Household Survey results

In December 2005 the Scottish Executive issued a bulletin of information collected by the SHS between 1999-2004 on the transport facilities available to private households in Scotland and on some travel by household members.  Here is a selection of key points:
· In 2004, about two-thirds of commuters said that they travelled to work by car or van (60% as a driver and 8% as a passenger), 13% walked, 13% went by bus, 3% took a train, 2% cycled and 2% used other modes of transport.  More men than women drove to work

· Walking was reported to be the usual method of travel to school in 2004 for 51% of pupils; 24% were said to go by bus and 22% went by car or van.  Only 1% cycled to school.  It was reported that 64% of pupils who travelled to school by car or van could not use public transport: “no service available” was the main reason (57%) and about a third were “too young to travel on their own”

· In 2004, 66% of households had one or more cars.  Car availability rose with income, from 35% of households with an annual net income of under £10,000 to 98% of those with an annual net household income of over £40,000.  56% of households in large urban areas had a car, compared with 83-84% of those in rural areas
· The proportion of households owning two or more cars increased from 17.8% in 1999 to 22.8% in 2004
· 34% of households had one or more bicycles that adults could use
· 65% of people aged 17+ were said to have a full driving licence in 2004: 76% of men, but only 57% of women were said to drive every day
· 87% of all households were said to be up to 6 minutes walk away from a bus stop.  44% of households in large urban areas said there was at least one bus every 13 minutes in contrast to 2% or fewer of those in rural areas and remote small towns.  Bus service frequency appears to have improved over the years: the percentage of house-holds saying there was at least one bus every 13 minutes rose from 19.7% in 1999 to 24.3% in 2004
· 41% of adults had used a local bus service in the month prior to the interview and 18% had used a train during the same period
· In 2004, 8% of adults said that they would feel “not safe at all” and 14% “not particularly safe” when travelling by bus in the evening.  Train travellers felt no safer than bus travellers

· In 2004, 44% of adults said that they had made a trip of more than a quarter of a mile by foot for pleasure or to keep fit (including walking a dog) in the previous seven days, but only 4% said that they had cycled for pleasure or to keep fit
· 90% of drivers who shopped at a supermarket always used a car to do so.  51% who shop for small amounts of food always used a car, though nearly half of them would find it easy to use another means of transport
· 9% of adults had used route planning software or an internet journey planner to plan a journey by car, van, motorcycle or bicycle in the previous month.  4% had telephoned Traveline for travel information about journeys by bus, train or underground

· In 2004, 12% of adults said that they had a long-standing illness, health problem or disability and had difficulty with one or more of a number of transport related activities, such as walking for at least 10 minutes or using a bus.  This increased to 26% of 70-79 year olds, and 37% of people aged 80 and over

This 76-page document can be obtained, price £2, from Scottish Executive Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1YS; or tel: 0131 622 8283.  It  is also available, free, on www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest
Transport across Scotland in 2003 and 2004: some Scottish Household Survey results for parts of Scotland
More gleanings from the SHS, covering for each Council area, and for each category of a specially developed 6-way urban/rural classification, much the same topics as the publication above, including:

· the availability for private use of cars
· people’s possession of driving licences and their frequency of driving
· how car drivers usually make particular types of journey and whether they could use another means of transport
· people’s frequency of walking and cycling
· the accessibility and frequency of bus services
· people’s views on the convenience of public transport

· the frequency of use of local bus and train services

· users’ views on aspects of local bus services
· how safe from crime people felt, or would feel, when travelling in the evening by bus or by train
· the usual method of travel to work
· whether people work from home
· whether car commuters could use public transport

· where people who drive to work park
· travel to school.
The figures relate to the two-year period 2003/2004 (and, in some cases, to the previous two-year periods 1999/2000 and 2001/2002) because the SHS was designed to provide figures for most local authority areas only for such two-year periods.

This 84-page document can be obtained, price £2, from Scottish Executive Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1YS; or tel: 0131 622 8283.  It  is also available, free, on www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest
Road Accidents Scotland 2004

In January 2006 the Scottish Executive issued a National Statistics publication which showed that on Scotland’s roads in 2004 there were:

· 13,855 injury accidents in which 18,405 people were injured
· 3,048 people killed or seriously injured (306 of whom died)
· 11,549 casualties in cars, 167 of whom died
· 3,063 pedestrian casualties, of whom 75 died

· 986 motor cyclist casualties, of whom 41 died
· 2,389 child casualties, 383 of whom were killed or seriously injured
Between 1994 and 2004:

· The total of fatal and serious accidents fell by 44%, from 4,643 to 2,594
· The total number of accidents (all severities) fell by 17%, from 16,768 to 13,855
· The number of people killed fell by 16%, from 363 to 306
· The total of killed and serious casualties fell by 45%, from 5,571 to 3,048
· The total number of casualties (all severities) fell by 18%, from 22,573 to 18,405
· Pedestrian casualties fell from 4,730 to 3,063
· Pedal cycle casualties fell from 1,384 to 773
· Motor cycle casualties increased from 930 to 986
· Casualties aged 60 and over fell by 10% 
· The total number of child casualties (all severities) fell by 43% from 4,163 to 2,389
· The estimated number of drink-drive accidents fell from about 790 to roughly 750 (in 2003 - the latest year for which estimates are available), and the estimated number of people killed in such accidents fell by about 30 in the same period
· The estimated total cost of all road accidents  at 2004 prices fell by 29%, from £1,967 to £1,399m.

Over the longer-term:

· Between 1952 and 2004 inclusive, over 32,000 people were killed and over 1.3 million people injured, in accidents on Scotland’s roads 

· Since 1962, whilst the vehicle stock has more than trebled, the number of casualties has actually fallen by nearly a third.

This 210-page document can be obtained, price £10, from Scottish Executive Publication Sales, Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1YS; or tel: 0131 622 8283.  It  is also available, free, on www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest
Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 – Chapter 4: Road Safety 
In December 2005 The National Assembly for Wales (NAW) published figures that showed that in 2004:
· 9,535 personal injury road accidents were reported in Wales.  There were 13,687 road accident casualties, 349 fewer than in 2003
· The number of road accident deaths increased by 28 to 201.  The number seriously injured decreased by 146 to 1,336 and the number of slight injuries decreased by 231 to 12,150
· 1537 people were killed or seriously injured - 23% less than the average for 1994-98
· 170 children were killed or seriously injured - 41% lower than the 1994-98 average
· The number of people slightly injured per 100 million vehicle kilometres was 18% lower than the 1994-98 average
· Road safety funding of £8.10 million was allocated to local authorities for 2005-06 compared to £7.25 million in 2004-05. 

Contact for further information: Tel: 029 2082 5085 E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 – Chapter 3: Road Freight 
In December 2005 NAW published figures that showed that in 2004:
· An estimated 583,000 tonnes of exports were sent by road from Wales, an increase of 2% over 2003
· An estimated 360,000 tonnes of imports were carried by road to Wales, 2% less than in 2003 

· 71% of the tonnage of exports by road from Wales were to Belgium, Luxembourg, France or Germany
· The same four countries together accounted for 78% of the tonnage of imports by road 

· Around 59 million tonnes of goods were moved within Wales by UK registered HGVs and a further 54 million tonnes were moved between Wales and the rest of the UK

· Almost a third of the tonnage of goods leaving Wales by road in UK registered HGVs was transported to the North West of England, with the West Midlands and the South West of England receiving 22% and 18% respectively
· In 2004, over a quarter of the tonnage of goods entering Wales by road in UK registered HGVs came from the West Midlands.  The North West and the South West of England accounted for 24% and 20% respectively. 

Contact for further information: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk
2004 Road Casualties: Wales

In December 2005 the latest edition of ‘Road Casualties: Wales’ (previously ‘Road Acccidents: Wales’) was published, containing detailed analysis of road accidents involving personal injury reported to the police.  It includes detailed results for 2004 and many tables also provide data for some earlier years.  Many of the tables provide comparisons with the average for 1994-98, which is the baseline for the casualty reduction targets.

Contact for further information: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 – Chapter 11 - Air Transport 

In January 2006 NAW published figures that showed that in 2004:
· There were around 43,000 aircraft movements at Cardiff International Airport, 11% fewer than in 2003
· The total number of passengers using Cardiff International Airport decreased by 2%, to 1.89m
· The total freight handled at Cardiff International Airport increased by 20% from 2003

· Belfast, Edinburgh, Newcastle, Prestwick and Jersey accounted for 94% of domestic passenger traffic to and from Cardiff
· Spain and the Canary Islands together accounted for 52% of all international air passenger traffic to and from Cardiff
· The number of passengers travelling between Cardiff and the Czech Republic increased by over 44,000 from 2003.  There were also large increases in the numbers travelling between Cardiff and the Irish Republic, Turkey, the Netherlands, Malta and Bulgaria.

Contact for further information: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk
Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 – Chapter 2 - Licensing and vehicle ownership
In January 2006 NAW published figures that showed that in Wales in 2004:
· There were around 128,000 new vehicle registrations, 35% of which occurred in March and September, coinciding with the months when the new registration plates are issued
· The number of road vehicles licensed in Wales increased by 4% to 1,617,000.  77% of these were cars in the private and light goods category
· The average age of road vehicles licensed in Wales remained at around 7 years 

· 9% of all vehicles were registered during or before 1990
· 65% of licensed private and light goods vehicles had engine sizes over 1500cc
· 76% of households had access to a motor vehicle (2003 figure)
· The number of disabled parking badges issued to individuals had risen by 4%, to over 219,000. 

Contact for further information: Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk


French transport statistics

Stimulated by my review of Transport Trends 2004 in TSUG News 68 and my questions about “the rationale for selection of statistics”, and “deficiencies in the freight sector”, June Burnham, who acts as advisor on UK transport affairs to the Conseil National des Transports, wrote the following guide to French transport statistics.  It shows that equally competent statistical services may make very different choices when selecting subject matter and presentational approaches.  I have slightly abridged her original text.
Official transport statistics and analyses in France are developed and published by the ‘statistics, economics and forecasting service’ (SESP - formerly SES) of the Economic and International Affairs Directorate (DAEI), of the French Ministry of Infrastructure, which includes housing and construction as well as transport. 

Access to French statistics is easy even for those who have forgotten school French because most technical transport terms are recognisable and much is available via the web. Indeed SESP increasingly publishes only via the web or e-mail.  SESP’s website is at: www.statistiques.equipement.gouv.fr, where its publications are listed under ‘publications’.

The simplest way to find out what is available is to subscribe (free) to the monthly e-mail letter, SESP-Actualités (SESP News) by giving your e-mail address to diffusion.ses.daei@equipement.gouv.fr, and asking for it (June Burnham at J.Burnham@btinternet.com will make this contact for any TSUG member whose French is not up to it).

SESP-Actualités lists items published and forthcoming under five main headings:

(1) Bulletin statistique transport du SES
This monthly update on 185 transport indicators can be downloaded from the SESP website: see heading ‘transport’, click on sub-heading ‘données d’ensemble’ then ‘indicateurs transport’.   
The indicators are presented as 15 sets of tables, with changes on the preceding month and year, and as graphs, with raw and seasonally-corrected trends over five years.  Three sets are socio-economic data, but the other sets are familiar to DfT statistics users.  The categories within each set often differ from UK statistics, sometimes because a sector is organised differently (e.g. roads data divided between tolled and other roads, rail between various TGV lines and others), sometimes because of different political concerns: for example, the Bulletin gives the monthly value [business turnover] of road haulage, road passenger transport, air traffic, transport infra-structure, and freight distribution chains.  It breaks down car registrations between cars manufactured by French firms and others.  It compares the trends in jobs outside transport (stable since 2003) with those in the rail sector (sharply down).  It gives average market prices for long-distance road haulage along- side the price of diesel, and the registration of second-hand lorries. 

Bulletins are generally very timely, especially where data is more easily obtained by central government (e.g. vehicles registered by category, SNCF passenger and goods by product, Air France domestic and international traffic).  However some series, such as local airport traffic and road accidents by category, can be six months out-of-date.  The Bulletins are purely statistical: any commentary is left to the other publications described below.

(2) SES Infos rapides

These are 4-page statistical reports on a single topic. 30 reports are produced annually, and can be received by e-mail for 90 euros (£60) a year, or downloaded free from the SESP website (go to publications as above, or to a topic heading, e.g. entreprises de transport for transport firms). 

The dominant subjects of interest can be seen in the more frequent choice of certain topics for SES Info rapide: the transport situation, road freight, parcels and vehicle registrations all appear quarterly.  Coach transport was dealt with in only one issue in 2005. Neither Coach transport in 2004 nor Coach transport 1997-2003, both promised from September 2005, had been published by early January 2006.  Since February 2005 the SESP has promised an Info rapides on “camping-cars”, which in January 2006 was still said to be “coming soon”.

La conjoncture des transports (the transport situation) is summed up in a quarterly Infos rapides. Recent headlines include: 
· Q1 2005: significant drop in domestic goods transport and halt to passenger traffic growth

· Q2 2005: activity in domestic goods transport remains lower than a year ago

· Q3 2005: confirms the declining trend in domestic goods transport that started in mid-May 2004

These reports include not only road, rail and air traffic statistics but also quarterly data on transport firms, including the percentage created or going out of business, changes in employee numbers, job vacancies, and purchases of vans and lorries. The quickest route to La conjoncture des transports is via the transport sub-heading données d’ensemble.

Indice de production de services des transports (transport services output indicator) comments quarterly on “how much transport service has been produced”.  In December 2005 the first page summed up in words and tables the figures for the latest quarter, comparing them with the previous quarter and the same quarter a year earlier; a graph covers the period 2001-05.  The value of the indicator is given overall and for three main sectors: ‘goods haulage’ (excluding own account), ‘passenger transport’, and ‘auxiliary transport’ (which includes tolled roads, warehousing and parcels).  All three sectors were fairly stable in 2001 and 2002 and then fell sharply in mid-2003.  Thereafter all grew strongly to early 2005, since when only passenger transport output has continued to grow.  The second and third pages analyse each sector by sub-sector.  Finally, the fourth page explains the methodology and the weighting assigned to each sub-sector, and refers readers to a fuller explanation published by SES in 2002.   

The road haulage industry is frequently surveyed, with quarterly reports on Le transport routier de marchandises (road goods transport) being inter-spersed with quarterly updates on L’opinion des transporteurs routiers de marchandises (road hauliers’ opinion of the market, similar to the FTA’s Market Trends).  Recent observations include:

· Activity stable in 1st quarter of 2005, but hauliers expect a noticeable downturn in 2nd quarter

· Activity in tonnes-km in 2nd quarter of 2005 is lower than level a year ago

· Road hauliers expect a relative improvement in national activity in Q4 2005
Résultats de la messagérie (parcels business), a quarterly Infos rapides, is surprisingly subjective, with increased prices evidently seen as “a good thing” (which it is not, for those sending or ordering them).  For example:

· In the 1st quarter of 2005 national activity in traditional and express parcels improved, but unit prices dropped
· In the 2nd quarter of 2005, domestic parcels and express traffic increased and prices improved, except for exports
Immatriculations reports on vehicle registrations quarterly, with headlines such as:
· Stable car ownership overall in 2004, and strong growth in small diesel-engine cars
· Reduction in registrations of new and second-hand cars in 3rd quarter of 2005, and strong growth in new heavy vehicles
Prix des transports fluviaux (prices of waterborne goods traffic) is treated in two reports a year.  There are also annual SES Infos rapides on passenger transport, long-distance personal travel, and the use of light goods vans.

(3) Dossiers of DAEI’s Documentation Centre

Dossiers on individual transport topics are put together from the transport press, statistics and other studies.  They present public policies (and not just in France), and the role of the market and firms.  They give a bibliography and useful contacts.  DAEI will send them on request if bona fide reasons are given, in the same way that DfT statistics divisions kindly offer additional data to researchers.  The website www.equipement.gouv.fr/statistiques/cdat lists the contents of each dossier in detail (often with web links to the originals).  For the dossier itself write to cdat.ses.daei@equipement.gouv.fr
Dossiers published recently include: 
· 2003: Switzerland and its transport; Problems of security and theft for personal travel and goods transport; Transport of young people; Transport noise; Commuting; EU enlargement and transport
· 2004: Rail reform: rail liberalisation; Airline strategy 2000-2004; Railway regionalisation; Transport in Germany 1998-2004;  Sea motorways - maritime cabotage 2002-04
· 2005: Transport in China; Waterway transport 2002-04; Refrigerated transport 2000-05. 

(4) Notes de synthèse du SES

Notes de synthèse are like a transport policy journal of about 30 pages with four or five articles per ‘note’. For example, No. 169 (May-July 2005), had articles on foreign drivers of heavy lorries; road haulage in Europe; the importance of foreign flags in European and French haulage; the lessons of Japanese urban and travel policies for French planning; and a book review of official and academic papers on multi-modal transport.  Notes de synthèse cost 9 euros (£6) each, or 34 euros (£22) a year for 6 numbers; however, the individual articles can be downloaded free in pdf format from the web (go to publications). 

(5) Les Comptes des Transports

This is the publication of the year as far as the DAEI is concerned.  It combines aspects of the DfT’s annual Transport Statistics Great Britain, Transport Statistics Bulletins, the ‘Focus on…’ series, and the DfT’s Annual Report (while nevertheless omitting other aspects in those DfT publications).  It is vetted before publication by an expert committee at a meeting that has DAEI staff quaking.  The report can be downloaded in sections from the SESP website (see transport/données d’ensemble).

The 2004 edition, published in July 2005, comprised:

Volume 1 - the main report (182 pp), in six chapters that combine statistics and analysis on:

· macro-economic data, including the transport sector 

· traffic and transport of good and passengers, road traffic, European and international transport

· transport firms and their social data (employees, working hours…)

· infrastructure management

· public finance receipts and expenditure (State, local authorities, national corporations)

· transport and sustainable development (accidents, environment, indicators for sustainable development)

Six annexes (70pp), one on each of the above themes 

Two dossiers (30pp) on special themes: working conditions of foreign drivers in France; and ‘time accounts’ of passenger and goods transport, i.e. the national monetary value of time spent travelling by different modes.  [It seems that French citizens spend on average over 43 minutes a day travelling, at a total ‘value’ of about 10% of GDP, this value growing on average since 1993 by about 1.8% a year, due to increases in traffic, average speed and the value of time.  For goods, the total travel time is equivalent to about 0.14% GDP, the surprisingly small amount being attributed to such factors as the travelling time evaluated here accounting for only a very small part of the total time goods spend in the logistics chain.]
Volume 2 (83 pages) consists of 3 economic analyses of key topical public transport policies: rail-road inter-modal transport; managing road use (the costs-benefits of different methods of reducing congestion); and waterways. 

Les Comptes des Transports are a summary of the products and services of DAEI/SESP.  In comparison with DfT’s output, it shows more concern for the transport industry as a whole: the private sector as well as public enterprises, and especially freight, including prices, wages, working conditions and employment levels, as well as traffic volumes by mode.  The transport sector seems to be measured and analysed from the point of view of economic actors, whether the State, employers or employees. There is less effort than in the UK to measure the condition of transport services from the point of view of passengers and other users (such as the satisfaction surveys of bus users reported in DfT’s Bus Quality Indicators).  Few tables go back more than five years and very few further than ten years (unlike the long runs of historical data kept up-to-date by DfT).

The French ministry publishes more comparative transport statistics and analyses than DfT on other European and international countries. Although France and GB share (or should share) the same interest in other countries that are economic competitors and potential providers of useful ideas, there are geographic differences.  Since France is a much “transited” as well as “cabotaged” country, the Ministry is obliged to understand and respond to international changes, whereas in the UK it is easily assumed that GB’s insular status and (former) strong position in the maritime sector means that external trends can be ignored except where EU Statistics Directives impose a certain conformity.



News

£20 m boost for buses

Bus passengers are to benefit from an additional £20 million Government funding, Transport Minister Karen Buck announced in November.  The funds will provide pump priming investment for new and improved bus services and will be shared among 43 schemes across England.  Their aim is to boost local bus use.  They will also contribute to wider objectives like social inclusion and future local development.

Government invests to improve local transport

People across the country will benefit from £1.6bn to improve local transport, Transport Secretary Alistair Darling announced in December.  The investment - the Local Transport Capital Settlement - is given to local authorities each year to help them deliver transport improvements in local communities.  This year’s investment delivers funding for 2006/07.  Part of the money is awarded to local authorities according to their performance in delivering better transport and on the quality of their plans to improve transport over the next five years.  The 16 authorities with the best plans and the 33 best delivering authorities have received a boost in funding to reward their performance. 

The investment will deliver better infrastructure for buses, improved road safety, more highway maintenance and sustainable transport measures.  It includes £672m for highways capital maintenance and £547m for smaller transport improvement schemes, as well as £209m for major schemes which have previously been approved and announced.  £200m funding for further major schemes, including more funding allocated for 2006/07, will be made after the receipt of regional advice early next year.

The Department has also issued indicative funding levels to local authorities for the other four years of the second transport plan period, to assist effective and realistic forward planning. 



Seminar: Maritime Statistics: Seafarers and Port Statistics
I am indebted to Nina Webster for the following report of the seminar held at Great Minster House on 24 May 2005.  Alan Brown of the DfT and David Glen of London Metropolitan University spoke about the provisional ports statistical release and the Seafarers report which had been published on 19 May.

Alan Brown started the seminar on the subjects of port traffic, employment and accident rates. He presented a series of graphs which depicted recent trends in these areas.

Trends in port traffic:
· UK port traffic declined over 2000-03, but traffic rose again in 2004.  There were relatively large increases in traffic in the latest year at Dover, Southampton, and Milford Haven

· Trends in imports, exports and domestic traffic reflect the structure of the economy, with imports rising since 2000 while exports and domestic traffic fell

· There has been significant growth in container traffic reflecting the globalisation of trade and also in road goods vehicles (RGV) and trailers which has implications for future development of ports.  Growth in container traffic from the far east has been particularly strong and also RGVs across the North Sea and Channel
· The number of international and domestic sea passengers has generally been falling since the mid 90’s.  The opening of the Channel Tunnel, the rise in popularity of cheap airlines and the abolition of duty free have all contributed towards the fall in numbers over recent years
· In 2003, Grimsby and Immingham accounted for the largest proportion of tonnage (27%).  South eastern ports accounted for over 25% of tonnage
· Almost half of traffic is liquid bulk, mostly crude oil from the North Sea
· In terms of tonnage, crude oil constitutes 30% of traffic and containers only 10% (but container traffic is much more important in terms of the number of units moved).

Containers:
· There has been a huge increase in twenty foot equivalent units (TEU) over the last thirty years, to almost 5m in 2003.  All cargoes which are suitable for containerisation probably already have been containerised, and future growth will reflect traffic generated by global markets
· Compared with global traffic, the growth of UK container traffic has slowed since 2000.  This may partly be due to capacity constraints at some UK ports
· The largest proportion of container traffic originates from Europe, and over 75% of all container traffic arrives at ports in the south east.

Short sea shipping:
· Short sea shipping (within Europe and the Medi-terranean rim) is very important and most traffic originates from NW Europe and Scandinavia
· The cargoes carried are predominantly liquid bulk and Roll on - Roll off (Ro-Ro).  Ro-Ro traffic is heaviest on the Dover-Calais route.

Port employment and accident rates:
Alan Brown went on to describe a study which aims to address the current poor availability of accurate data on these topics.  The findings will inform the Department and the industry, and allow assessment of the importance of ports to local economies.  
The study will include a survey of port authorities and port related businesses assembled to form a sampling frame based on desk research.  It will also make use of HSE accident data reported directly to HSE.  The field work is complete and the researchers are undertaking initial analyses of the data.  [Note - the report is now published and available on DfT’s web site - Transport Statistics Bulletin SB(05)32 - see also pp 3 and 4 above.]  

UK seafarer statistics:
Dr David Glen continued the seminar with a description of the work he is conducting on the number and characteristics of UK seafarers.  This research is a collaborative project with DfT, Chamber of Shipping and Warwick University, building on the UK seafarer data collected since 1997.  It aims to provide accurate data on:

· certificated and uncertificated officers

· ratings

· trainee officers and ratings

The project also aims to use these data to calculate and predict:

· officer wastage rates

· officer age distributions

· cadet wastage rates.

The DfT has drawn up a new classification system for seafarers which is used in the project.  This system includes the following categories:

· Certificated officers

· Uncertificated officers

· Ratings

· Trainees, conversions.

The project draws on data from a variety of sources:

· Maritime and Coastguard Agency

· UK Chamber of Shipping

· Merchant Navy Training Board

· NUMAST

· RMT

· Merchant Navy Pension Fund.

Data from these sources were combined to estimate current and predict future numbers of UK seafarers in the industry in the future.

Four main issues were found during data collection:

1. Measurements of the proportion of seafarers who are “Active at sea” are difficult.  Estimates of the proportion of seafarers working on shore vary between 9 and 22%.  This project assumed a proportion of 16%
2. Wastage Rates for certificated officers and trainees are difficult to determine
3. Officer retirement age is difficult to estimate.  The official retirement age is 61, but data showed a distribution around 61.  Predictions were made using both 62 and 65 as the assumed retirement age
4. Data volatility has arisen over recent years as a result of changes in data collection methods.  This should be less of a problem in the future.

The data suggest that estimated employment totals for 2004 with an assumed retirement age of 65 is 30,000 with 27,000 active at sea.  With an assumed retirement age of 62, the estimates are 29,000 and 27,000 respectively.

The estimated numbers of certificated officers, trainees and ratings have not changed dramatically in the last four years.  However, the number of uncertificated officers has risen.

The estimated age profile of UK deck and engineer officers in 2004 shows that over 70% are aged 40+. The Non-UK age profile shows a much younger workforce.

Age profile projections for 2010 and 2020 suggest that the workforce will become significantly older in 2010.  However, in 2020, the workforce will be younger but there will be less significant peaks at any age-range.

David Glen described future directions for the research which will focus on the proportion of officers working at sea and improving our knowledge of trainees. [Report is on the DfT web site and also available from LMU - UK S]


TSUG AGM

The 19th Annual General Meeting of the Transport Statistics Users Group was held at DfT HQ at Great Minster House on Wednesday 9 November 2005.  There was an excellent turnout, with over two dozen attendees.  The proceedings were quite informal, in line with recent practice.  Peter Norgate, the Group’s non-executive chairman, opened proceedings with his report, reproduced below in a slightly edited and abridged form.

 “It is now 20 years since TSUG was set up, and, indeed, we are celebrating the occasion.  The last 20 years have seen major technical and organisational changes in the way that Transport Statistics are collected and disseminated.  The last decade or so has seen huge changes in the way that policy is made, with a major reliance on modelling, more policy statements and new organisations with statistical roles, and above all the underlying need for statistics.  Moreover the arrival of the web as dissemination tool and the policy to make available many statistics free has been very important.  But the challenges are greater than ever: environmental issues are near the top of the agenda with new needs, as are major modal shifts, with fast growing rail and air volumes.

This past year has been another active year for the Group in many ways.  We have been planning a Conference to be held on November 30 at the Royal Statistical Society (RSS), partly to celebrate 20 years of TSUG, and mostly to look forward to the coming 20 years and some of the challenges that transport statistics and its users face and opportunities that will change the processes of collection, analysis and dissemination.  

Eight seminars, including today’s event on Monitoring congestion, will have been held in London during the past year, and a Scottish seminar was held last month.  The attendance at these occasions has depended on how specialised the topic is, and while some have been of interest to fewer than others, we feel that is important to cover the full range of topics.

The views of members as ever are of importance to the Committee and we are always open to suggestions from Members about topics or aspects of our subject they would like to see included.  So please get in touch.  
We held our successful sixth annual seminar in Scotland, again organised jointly with the Transport Research Institute of Napier University, whose support for these events is greatly appreciated.  We keep under review the possibility of holding further regional seminars where there is local support to ensure their success.

The planning of next year’s programme is well advanced, with provisional dates for next season’s seminars.  
Contact between TSUG and the Statistics Users Council (SUC) and Statistics Commission (SC) has continued, but, as announced last year, has been streamlined.  The Statistics Users Forum (SUF) is the interface body, and is facilitated by the RSS, which has a small budget from the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) to support this activity.  The SUF has two TSUG representatives.  The role and activities of the SUF are still developing.  One benefit of our membership of the SUF is access to the RSS facilities and distribution lists, such as for our November 30 Conference.

As ever, TSUG owes much to the DfT for supporting us with the provision of meeting rooms and general administration.  Transport Statistics in DfT remains keen to maintain and improve its links with users, and it regards TSUG as an important forum in this context.  TSUG seminars provide the Department with opportunities to present specific aspects of its statistical activity to those outside the Department, to engage users in the National Statistics quality reviews, and to seek feedback on its outputs.  The more representative TSUG is of all users of transport statistics, the more valuable the Group is to the Department.  We are very grateful for Paul Swallow’s support which has been invaluable, ably assisted by Jacqui Scully and her predecessors.

Simon Lister has in effect been undertaking my previous role as executive Chairman, not only chairing meetings of the Committee and representing the Committee on external bodies such as the SUC and SC, but also organising our 20th anniversary celebration at the end of this month.  James Woods has continued to edit and produce the TSUG Newsletter, with circulation primarily now by E-mail.  This year two issues (Nos 68-69) have appeared with a great deal of information on our subject.  

We have finally overcome the problems created by the sudden withdrawal of the previous publishers of our ‘Transport Yearbook’ at a very late stage in its production last March.  We have now returned to the original publishers of the Yearbook, The Stationery Office.  The 2006 edition, which has had to be updated from that in preparation earlier this year, is now with their printers, and should be published on November 18 at a cover price of £42.  All paid-up members of TSUG will be sent a free copy of the Yearbook, and all new members receive a copy on joining. 

The TSUG website has been revised and is regularly updated.  It now includes dates and details of past and upcoming seminars, press releases for selected seminars, sample editions of the newsletter, information on the yearbook and membership.  The website address is http://www.tsug.org.uk and links exist from the DfT's website on www.transtat.dft.gov.uk.  In the future, where possible, notification of TSUG seminars will appear in Local Transport Today conferences and courses listings.

Our membership has stayed relatively constant.  There are 138 paid up members today, 99 of which are corporate.  Follow-up of lapsed members revealed that lapses were usually the result of address or personnel changes within an organisation.  To date the 20th anniversary conference has generated 4 new corporate members, with more expected before the close of bookings. 

TSUG finances remain in a healthy state.  We started the financial year with just under £15,000 in the bank.  Currently we have just under £19,000 in the bank, and the forecast to the end of the financial year (March 2006) is in the region of £13,500-14,000.

The finances continue to benefit significantly from contributions in kind from DfT (seminar rooms and flyer postage), TRL (membership subscriptions invoicing and postage), Mott MacDonald (type-setting for the Conference leaflet, etc), and of course from the time given up by all the Committee members to organise events and keep TSUG running.

We are grateful for the loyalty and commitment of the members of our Committee, upon whose voluntary services - often provided under quite difficult conditions - we all depend.

As I and others have said on similar occasions in the past, the TSUG is here for the members and the Committee does not have the monopoly of good ideas or even organisational skills.  We look forward to greater involvement of all members in future.”

Our current Treasurer, Glyn Rhys-Tyler then reported that the budgeted subscription income for 2005/2006 was £5790.  Subscription income achieved to date for financial year 2005/2006 was £5,356.  The account balances on November 9 2005 comprised £10,678.34 in the Clubs & Societies Reserve Account, and £8,315.83 in the Current Account.

Additional expenditure on the next edition of the Transport Yearbook would amount to some £3500-4000; and there would also be expenditure of around £1,500-1,700 associated with the forthcoming TSUG 20th Anniversary Conference, to include such items as advertising in Transport Times, leaflet insert in Local Transport Today, website amend-ments, and catering on the day.  This would be offset to some extent by attendance fees for non-members.  A dinner would (subject to AGM approval) be held for TSUG Committee members after the TSUG Conference on November 30.  Assuming an upper limit of £40 per head, this would cost in the region of £400. [Approval was duly given from the floor.]

Taking the usual sundry TSUG operational costs into consideration, it was likely that the bank account balances at the end of the financial year (March 31st 2006) would total between £13,500 and £14,000.

Organisationally, the arrangements which Peter Norgate announced last year are working well and have provided a way of engaging the energies of a wide range of interests.  

All non-retiring members expressed willingness to serve for a further term.  However, there have been changes since the last AGM.  During the past year, Trevor Whelan has taken over from Rosalind Ewen as CILT representative, and Taro Hallworth has taken over from Philip Sneade at HM Revenue & Customs.  After many years’ involvement Richard Walker resigned from the Committee upon moving up north.  Glyn Rhys-Tyler announced his resignation as Treasurer, because of pressure of other work, but will continue to serve in a less demanding capacity.

A call for volunteers from the floor produced one applicant, June Burnham, who was a Senior Lecturer in European Government, Political and International Studies at Middlesex University before recently retiring.  She has a long standing association with the Conseil National des Transports, for whom she acts as advisor on UK transport affairs.  She offered herself as a replacement for Glyn as Treasurer, and this was approved.  NatWest would continue to hold accounts in TSUG’s name, with Chairman and Treasurer authorised to operate on the accounts as before. Following this appointment, the 15 committee members, with their current responsibilities, now are:

Non-executive chair: 

Peter Norgate

Treasurer: 




June Burnham

Newsletter editor: 


James Woods

Yearbook coordinator: 
Jock Robertson

Publicity: 




John Dickson-Simpson

Membership Secretary and Website coordinator:







Nina Webster

Meeting co-ordinator and chair:  
Simon Lister

Meeting and seminar secretary:
Alison Hill

DfT representative:

Paul Swallow

CILT representative:

Trevor Whelan

Without portfolio:


Richard Butchart








Ivan Coutinho

Martin Dale








Taro Hallworth








Glyn Rhys-Tyler

Members without portfolio are expected to undertake a share of the burden of arranging seminars for the Group.  

There was a request from the floor for more information to be provided on members who served on the Committee.  Those Committee members present introduced themselves with a few words about their background, and the suggestion was made that similar material be published on all Committee members, possibly through the Newsletter.

All members of the Group - not just Committee members - were encouraged to suggest topics for future seminars.  



Dates for your diary

A programme of seminars is actively being planned for the next six months.  Subject to confirmation, the programme is as follows:
	23 Mar 2006
	Seminar in Great Minster House on Aviation statistics

	26 Apr 2006
	Seminar on Global freight movements and their infrastructure implications

	24 May 2006
	Seminar on Driver behaviour statistics

	21 Jun 2006
	Seminar on Transport implications of the 2012 London Olympics

	12 Jul 2006
	Seminar on Vehicle purchasing behaviour


More details will be given as soon as confirmed.  Dates in italics are provisional.


Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 72 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: liswoods@aol.com



Appendix: 
Future Statistical Publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next six months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.

2 Feb   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Third Quarter 2005 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series. For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
9 Feb   Traffic in Great Britain: Q4 2005
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Feb   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q4 2005
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadfreight.stats@dft.gov.uk
23 Mar  Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Oct - Dec 2005
A quarterly bulletin. (previously named Bus Quality Indicators).  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Mar   Sea Passenger Statistics: Q4 2005
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Mar   Statistical Release on Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2005
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Mar P  Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion: 2005 
An annual bulletin.  Final results.  For further information E-mail mailto:vehicle.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P   National Road Maintenance Condition Survey: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P  Vehicle Speeds in Great Britain: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
4 May  Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Fourth Quarter 2005 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
11 May  Traffic in Great Britain: Q1 2006
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
25 May Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q1 2006
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadfreight.stats@dft.gov.uk
May P  Provisional Port Statistics: 2005
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Transport of Goods by Road in Great Britain: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  UK Seafarer Statistics: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
15 Jun  Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Jan - Mar 2006
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
22 Jun Sea Passenger Statistics: Q1 2006 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jun P Road Casualties in Great Britain: Main Results: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jun P  Survey of Van Activity: 2005
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jun P  Focus on Freight
The third edition of this periodic report.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jul P  Road Traffic Statistics: 2005 

An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
* * *

Below is a similar schedule of publications to be produced over the next six months by the Transport Statistics Branch, Scottish Executive.
Feb 24
Bus and Coach Statistics 2004-05
trends in service provision (vehicle-kilometres), passenger journeys and receipts; availability of services, views on them, and use for commuting

Mar 
Scottish Household Survey Travel Diary results for 2004
travel by adults - e.g. purpose, means of transport, distance, duration, time of day and day of week, drivers' experience of congestion, parking arrangements
Jun
Key 2005 Road Accident Statistics
travel by adults - e.g. purpose, means of transport, distance, duration, time of day and day of week, drivers' experience of congestion, parking

Aug
Main Transport Trends 2006
provisional numbers of accidents and casualties by severity, casualties by type of road, and child casualties, including recent trends
For more information about any of these publications please contact Scottish Executive Transport Statistics Branch on 0131 244 7255



Finally, below is the schedule of publications over the next six months by the National Assembly for Wales
	28 Feb 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 5 - Motoring offences, Chapter 10 - Sea transport and Chapter 13 - Tourism

	Mar 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 6 - Personal travel

	Mar 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 8 - Public service vehicles

	Mar 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 9 - Rail transport

	Apr 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 12 - Finance and the economy

	Apr 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 Chapter 14 - Great Britain comparisons

	June 
	Road Casualties in Wales, 2005

	June 
	Welsh Transport Statistics 2005 


[image: image1][image: image2]
















































