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Editorial

When I saw the schedule of forthcoming publications I blanched.  It seems that in order to prevent the next newsletter breaking my self-imposed 24-page limit I shall have to bring forward the next edition to July.
On page 19 you will find the proposed seminar topics for 2008/09, largely taken from suggestions by members.  We’d be very grateful if you could cast critical eyes over the list and let us know your reactions.



“I am one of the unpraised, unrewarded millions without whom statistics would be a bankrupt science. It is we who are born, who marry, who die, in constant ratio” (Logan Pearsall Smith)


Publications

Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion 2007  

Figures published in February 2008 show that the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) collected an estimated 98.5% of all potential revenue from road tax in 2007.   This year the survey was based on the use of Automatic Number Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras, providing a more accurate picture of Vehicle Excise Duty evasion. 

The DVLA has put in place a package of measures which means that road tax is now easier to pay, but harder to avoid.  This includes: 

· making it more convenient for people to pay their road tax - millions of vehicle keepers are now enjoying the convenience of re-licensing their vehicles direct with DVLA, online or by phone

· doubling the number of untaxed vehicles subject to wheel clamping and impounding, taking direct action to clamp 100,000 vehicles a year

· putting in place a fleet of vehicles using state of the art ANPR equipment to detect and support enforcement action against users of unlicensed vehicles from a total of more than 10 million vehicle sightings a year

· increasing the number of local authorities and police partners who use DVLA powers to operate their own local wheel clamping schemes, adding a further 36,000 unlicensed vehicles a year to the total seized

· generating more than one million late-licensing penalties (LLPs) from DVLA records a year (the projected total volume for 2007/08 is 1.2 million)
· trialling and awarding contracts to use debt collection agencies to pursue 40,000 people per month who have failed to pay the penalty for failing to tax their vehicles on time. 

Because this method is new it is not possible to compare the 2007 estimates with earlier figures. 

DVLA currently carries out over 1,000,000 Electronic Vehicle Licensing transactions per month and issues an average of 100,000 Late Licensing Penalties (LLP) letters every month.
This publication is available from the website at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/vehicles/excisedutyevasion/ 

Bus and light rail statistics Great Britain: October-December 2007

The DfT published online in March 2008 National Statistics on passenger satisfaction, bus reliability, and bus and light rail patronage and concessionary fare patronage.  The key points are: 

· Bus and light rail patronage has fallen slightly in England as a whole. The index number for these journeys in the autumn (October to December) quarter of 2007 at 119.2.  This was down from the index number of 119.5 in the previous quarter
· In London the index number for bus and light rail passenger journeys fell from 158.7 to 157.4. Patronage for Metropolitan areas outside London also fell slightly.  Patronage for Non-Metropolitan areas continue to rise
· In autumn 2007, the average score for overall satisfaction given by passengers for the bus journey just completed in England was 82 out of 100, the same as the previous quarter.  The score in London increased by one point to 80
· Satisfaction with reliability in England in the latest quarter rose by one point to 70 out of 100. In Metropolitan areas and London, the rating increased by one point from the Spring quarter to 66 and 73 points respectively
· Satisfaction with bus stop information in England was up by one point to 72 out of 100.  The ratings fell by two points in Metropolitan areas and rose by three points in Non-Metropolitan areas, bringing both to 70 points.  In London, this rating fell by one point to 75
· In England the proportion of scheduled mileage run excluding losses outside the operators' control was 99.1%, an increase of 0.1 on the last quarter 

· Passengers using government funded free concessionary bus passes accounted for 26% of all local bus journeys made in England excluding London in 2006/07.  In London, this figure was 13%
· For the ONS Omnibus survey, the proportion of household residents who were satisfied with their local bus service was 63% in October 2007, while 26% were dissatisfied.  

This Statistics Bulletin is available from DfT, ST1, Zone 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).

Road Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Quarter 1 2008
This bulletin, published by the DfT online in May 2008, includes provisional statistics that indicate that there was no overall change in estimated levels between the first quarters of 2007 and 2008. The bulletin includes analyses by vehicle type and road class.  Key results include:

 Between the first quarters of 2007 and 2008:

· Car traffic decreased by 2%

· Light van traffic increased by 6%

· Heavy goods vehicle traffic increased by 3%

· Traffic on motorways increased by 2%

· Traffic on both rural 'A' roads and minor rural roads increased by 1%

· Traffic on both urban 'A' roads and minor urban roads fell by 2%

This bulletin also includes National Statistics on congestion on motorways and trunk roads in England used to monitor the PSA measure on inter-urban congestion. Between the baseline year (August 2004-July 2005) and the target year (April 2007-March 2008): Average vehicle delay on the slowest 10% of journeys rose from 3.78 to 3.95 minutes per 10 miles.

Statistics for monitoring the PSA target on urban congestion show that 2006-07 person journey times across the ten largest urban areas were 2.4% faster than in the baseline, while person miles travelled fell by 1.5%.

More information can be found at: http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/roadstraffic/speedscongestion/congestiononthestrategicroad5339 

The inter-urban congestion data are now National Statistics. The data for March 2008 are provisional because there has not been full quality assurance at a route level, but it is unlikely that they will be revised. The urban congestion data are experimental statistics that are under development and are being tested for their ability to meet user needs.  For more detailed information about the methodology used for the calculations see Technical Note - PSA 4 on: http://www.dft.gov.uk/about/howthedftworks/psa/spendingreview2004psatargets2 

Please email: roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk for queries concerning this bulletin.

Bus punctuality statistics GB: 2007
This bulletin, published by the DfT online in May 2008, presents the latest statistics on the timeliness of buses in Great Britain.  The key points are:
· In May/June 2007, 75% of non-frequent buses in Great Britain outside London departed from bus stops "on time", i.e. within a window of 1 minute early up to 5 minutes late.  This was up from the 72% recorded in the 2005 bus punctuality survey

· Punctuality varied along the length of a route.  At the start of the route, 84% of buses departed on time.  At major stops along the route (Intermediate Timing Points), only 73% of buses were on time

· It is estimated that 77% of buses in the South of England excluding London were on time.  In comparison, only 73% of buses in Scotland were on time.  The difference in percentages for these areas in 2005 was more marked: 79 and 66 per cent respectively

· The survey also showed that users of frequent buses experienced an average Excess Waiting Time (EWT) of 1.29 minutes in May/June 2007, compared with 1.53 minutes recorded in 2005.  EWT is a measure of the extra time waited by passengers over and above that expected by a service where the buses departed exactly on time

· 2.4% of buses failed to run during the 2007 survey period, compared with 1.8% in the 2005 survey
· A comparison of the times of departure as recorded by the Bus Compliance Officers and as recorded by GPS/electronic devices on buses showed that in 90% of cases, the times differed by a maximum of 1 minute only. 

Enquiries about the contents of this bulletin should be made to Kerrick Macafee on 020 7944 4589 or Email bus.statistics@dft.gov.uk 

Vehicle licensing statistics: 2007
Key results from this DfT publication of May 2008 include:
· Overall, the number of licensed vehicles increased by 1.8% from 2006 to 2007.  There were increases in all body types except buses and coaches where the number remained steady.  The largest increases were within the light goods (4.2%) and motorcycles (3.2%) categories

· Over the last 10 years, there have been increases in the number of licensed vehicles across all body types.  Licensed stock increased by 23.3% overall and, as with most recent year, the largest rises were amongst motorcycles, which rose by half, and light goods vehicles

· The number of vehicles registered for the first time also increased between 2006 and 2007, reversing the reduction seen in the previous four years
· 58% of cars newly registered in 2007 were registered to a company, up from 49% in 2003. For light goods vehicles, 89% of new registrations are to companies

· 40% of cars registered for the first time in 2007 were of diesel propulsion, up from 28% in 2003. Diesels now account for a quarter of all licensed cars, up from a little over a tenth in 1998.  Nearly all light goods vehicles registered in 2007 were diesel powered.  There are now 32,000 licensed hybrid electric cars, up from 1,000 in 2003

· The average engine capacity of all licensed cars in 2007 was 1,751 cc, an increase of 6% over the average 10 years ago.  The engine size of new car registrations is also increasing, up from 1,750 cc in 2003 to 1,789 cc in 2007.  For motorcycles, the average engine capacity amongst the licensed stock increased by 17% between 1998 and 2007
· The average CO2 emissions level of all licensed cars in 2007 was 171.1 g/km, down by 4% from 177.8 g/km in 2001.  The average emissions level from cars registered for the first time dropped from 172.6 g/km in 2003 to 164.7 g/km in 2007
· In 2007, licensed cars had been registered, on average, for 6.7 years.  This represents an increase since 2003 where the average car was registered for 6.5 years but a decrease since 1998, where the average stood at 6.9 years. A similar pattern exists for motorcycles, while for light goods vehicles, the average number of years since registration has decreased over the last 10 years.  

This publication is available by telephone on 020 7944 3077.  For queries concerning vehicle licensing statistics Email: vehicles.stats@dft.gov.uk.

Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe - 2007 
The DfT published in May 2008 National Statistics on the number of goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe from GB by ferry and through the Channel Tunnel during 2007. 

This series was last published in August last year, containing data up to quarter 2 of 2007.  In 2007 several key operators were able to supply more information about both the number of Roads Goods Vehicles and their country of registration.  These new data raised questions about the robustness of the previously published estimates.  Therefore the series was suspended while a more thorough review of the figures was carried out; as a result of which revisions have been made to the figures back to 2004.  The revised estimates are considered to be more robust since they are based on more complete information, comparison with other sources and further discussion with operators.  However this new methodology has resulted in a break in the series between 2003 and 2004 and comparisons by country of registration should therefore be treated with caution. 

The revised figures show small changes in the overall total (about 2% lower than previously estimated) and more substantial changes in the country of registration split for powered goods vehicles (the UK share in 2006 is revised to 20% compared to 25% previously).  
The key points are as follows: 

· During 2007, 2.94 million goods vehicles travelled from GB to mainland Europe, 5% higher than the 2006 total and 110% higher than 1992 

· This figure was made up of 2.1 million powered vehicles (up 5% from 2006 and 177% from 1992) and 811,000 unaccompanied trailers (up 3% from 2006 and 29% from 1992)
· In 2007, 19% of powered goods vehicles were UK registered 

· Since 1992 there has been a significant rise in the number of foreign registered goods vehicles - from 394,000 in 1992 to 1.7 million in 2007 

· Of these foreign registered goods vehicles, in 2007 the largest numbers were from the Netherlands (252,000) followed by Germany (218,000), Poland (205,000) and France (197,000) 

· In 2007 483,000 of these foreign registered vehicles were from the 12 Member States which have joined the EU since 2004 (including Poland) 

· 87% of powered goods vehicles travelling to main- land Europe used the Dover Straits, including the Channel Tunnel.  The North Sea ports were the main departure point for unaccompanied trailers - 93% of all unaccompanied trailers travelled through this port group. 

More detailed tables are available on the website http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/statistics/datatablespublications/freight/. For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk. 
Driving licences

According to ONS published figures in April 2008, in 2006, 63% of women and 81% of men in Great Britain held a full car driving licence. This compares with 29% of women and 69% of men in the years 1975 and 1976. 
The number of women holding a full car driving licence increased by two and a half times between 1975-76 and 2006, to 15.3 million.  The number of men with a licence rose by over a third in the same period, to 18.4 million.
Men aged between 40 and 69 are the most likely to hold licences.  Around 90% did so in 2006.  Women aged 17 to 20 and aged 70 and over were the least likely, with 31% in both of these age groups holding a full car driving licence.
Growth in licence holding has slowed in recent years. In 1975-76, 48% of British residents aged 17 and over held a licence.  This grew to 57% in 1985-86 and 69% in 1995-97.  By 2006 it had grown slightly to 72%.
The proportion of young adults holding licences has fallen over the last decade.  Half of men aged 17-20 held a licence in 1995-97, compared with 37% in 2006.  Among women aged 17-20, these proportions were 36 and 31% respectively.  Possible reasons for this decline include the costs of lessons, insurance and buying a car, the growing proportion of students and the increasing difficulty of passing the driving test.
Travel patterns

ONS published figures in April 2008 that showed that people in Great Britain made an average of 1,037 trips in 2006, 4% fewer than in 1995-97.  On average people travelled 7,133 miles within GB in 2006, an increase of 2% since 1995-97.  This reflected a 7% increase in the average length of trips from 6.4 to 6.9 miles.

In 2006, four-fifths of the distance travelled was by car.  This proportion has remained fairly stable since 1995-97.  Since 1995-97 the average time spent travelling by GB residents has risen by 4%, to 383 hours per person per year, or just over an hour a day.

Men make slightly more trips by car than women, and many more as car drivers.  Almost half of all trips made by males are as a car driver, compared with just over a third of trips made by females. 
The number of commuting trips per person per year fell by 8% between 1995-97 and 2006, but the average trip length increased by 6%.  Commuting trips accounted for one-fifth of total mileage in 2006, with the average duration of such a trip increasing by 15% from 24 minutes in 1995-97 to 27 minutes in 2006.
Travel to school

ONS published figures in April 2008 that showed that 52% of 5-10 year olds walked to school in 2006.  This is similar to the proportion walking to school from 1995 to 1997 (53%).  The proportion of 11-16 year olds walking to school was also similar in 2006 (41%) to 1995-97 (42%).  

Other findings were:

· In 1995-97, 38% of trips by 5-10 year olds were by car.  This rose slightly to 41% in 2006.  Among 11-16 year olds, 20% travelled to school by car in 2006, the same proportion as in 1995-97
· Secondary school children are far more likely than primary school children to go by bus, rail or cycle to school
· Private and local bus travel accounted for 6% of journeys to and from school by 5-10 year olds in 2006 and 31% of trips by 11-16 year olds.  Just 1% of 5-10 year olds cycled to school, compared with 3% of 11-16 year olds
· Primary school children travelled to school alone (unaccompanied by an adult) for 5% of trips to school in 2006 compared with 9% in 1995-97. Among secondary school children, this figure rose slightly from 41% in 1995-97 to 43% in 2006
· The average length of a journey to school rose from 2.0 to 2.4 kilometres among younger children between 1995-97 and 2006.  It increased from 4.7 to 5.4 kilometres among 11-16 year olds
· Since trips to school take place at around the same time each day they have a major impact on levels of congestion in some areas.  At the peak travel to school time of 8.45am on weekdays in term time, 18% of car trips by residents of urban areas was generated by the 'school run' in 2006.
Overseas Travel & Tourism 

According to figures published by ONS in May 2008, during January to March 2008, the seasonally adjusted number of visits to the UK by overseas residents increased to 8.5 million, up 6% on the previous three months. Spending by overseas residents on visits to the UK rose 4% to £4.0 billion.
Over the same period the seasonally adjusted number of visits overseas by UK residents increased by 3% to 18.0 million, while the associated spending increased by 10% to £9.6 billion. 
Year-on-year trends are as follows:
· During the 12 months to March 2008 there were 32.8 million visits by overseas residents to the UK, 1% down on the previous 12 months.  Visits from residents of Europe remained broadly the same at 23.8 million, from North America decreased by 6% (to 4.4 million) and from other parts of the world decreased by 1% (to 4.6 million)
· During the same period, the number of visits abroad by UK residents remained broadly the same, at 70.5 million.  Visits to Europe decreased by 1% (to 55.3 million); to North America decreased by 2% (to 4.7 million); and to other parts of the world rose by 6% (to 10.6 million).
See www.statistics.gov.uk/cci/nugget.asp?id=352 for the complete release.
Welsh Transport Statistics 2007

Welsh transport statistics are published in 14 separate chapters, the two most recent updates to which were published in March 2008.  Some highlights from these chapters are given below.

Chapter 2: Licensing and Vehicle Ownership 

· There were around 118,000 new vehicle registrations in Wales during 2006.  36% of these new registrations occurred during the months of March and September, coinciding with the months when new registration plates are issued

· During 2006, Wales accounted for 4% of all new vehicle registration, and 5% of all vehicles licensed in Great Britain

· Between 2005 - 2006 the number of road vehicles licensed in Wales increased by 2%, to 1,697,800 vehicles.  76% of all road vehicles licensed were cars in the private and light goods category

· The average age of road vehicles licensed in Wales remained at around 7 years in 2006

· 66% of licensed private and light goods vehicles have engine sizes over 1500cc

· 78% of households in Wales had access to a motor vehicle in 2006

· Estimates for 2005/06 suggest that 82% of men and 64% of women hold a full car driving licence

· The number of parking badges issued to individuals who are physically or sensory disabled fell by 3% between 2006 and 2007, to fewer than 220,000 

Contact for all Welsh Transport Statistics chapters:
Tel: 029 2082 5085
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

For further Information see: 
Welsh Transport Statistics 2007 - Chapter 2: Licensing and Vehicle Ownership 

Chapter 6: Personal Travel 
· It is estimated that around 1,030 trips were made on average per person per year in 2005/06, compared to 1,000 in the period 1998/2000

· An estimated 71% of trips were made by car or van in 2005/06, compared to 67% in the period 1998/2000

· During 2005/06 the estimated average distance travelled per person per year was around 7,400 miles, 12% higher than in 1998/2000

· In 2006, around 81% of people used a car, van, or minibus as their main mode of travel to work, compared with 80% in the previous year

· In 2006, around 5% of people travelled to work by bus, coach, or taxi and a further 2% used rail

· During 2005 and 2006, a far higher proportion of individuals from lower income households (up to £11,400 per annum) regularly walked to work, with 30% using this method, compared to 5% of those from households with an income of over £40,000 per annum

· 53% of individuals never use local buses, or use them less than once a year

· During 2005/06, an estimated 38% of journeys to and from school by children aged 5-16 years were by car, compared to 29% in 1995/99

· In 2005/06, 75% of households were estimated to be within 15 minutes journey time on foot or by public transport, of a doctor.  Similarly, 18% of households were estimated to be within 15 minutes journey time of a hospital. 

For further Information see:
Welsh Transport Statistics 2007 - Chapter 6: Personal Travel 

Motorcycle User Casualties in Wales 

Figures published by WAG (the Welsh Assembly Government) in February 2008 show that:

· Motorcyclists are at a much greater risk of death or serious injury than other vehicle users.  Out of a group of 100 typical motorcyclists in Wales, the statistical expectation is that one member of this group would be killed or seriously injured in less than 18 months of driving.  The comparable figure for car drivers is that one member of the group would be killed or seriously injured in 35 years of driving

· In the early 1980s, motorcycle user casualty levels in Wales were more than three times higher than the most recent casualty levels

· Around 90% of motorcycle user casualties are male.  Since the late 1990s the numbers in the ‘Aged 30 and over’ age group has exceeded those aged under 30
· The Under-30s casualties tended to be riding the less powerful machines, up to 125cc (60% of all casualties in that group).  The ‘Aged 30 and over’ casualties were riding more powerful machines, over 500cc (72% of casualties in that group)

· Compared with car user casualties, motorcyclist casualties were more likely to occur in the summer, at weekends, during daylight and fine weather.  Motorcyclist casualties were also more likely to, take place in rural local authority areas

· A quarter of motorcycle casualties came from accidents at T-junctions

· The motorcyclists’ loss of control of the machine is linked to 16% of all casualties and mentioned twice as often as any other factor.  This is followed by: rider failed to look properly; inexperienced rider; poor manoeuvre; travelling too fast for conditions; rider failed to judge another’s path or speed; and rider careless, reckless, or in a hurry. 

The contact for this and the other WAG publications below is: Tel: 029 2082 5208
E-mail: stats.transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk 

Walking and Cycling Trends, 2005-06 

The Welsh Assembly Government published statistics in April 2008which showed that:

· Of those respondents who live within a mile of their usual place of work, only half of those who work full-time walk to work

· About a quarter of respondents aged under 60 have not walked more than 1km in the last seven days

· A higher proportion of male than female respondents have walked more than 1km in the last seven days. 

Travel to Work and School, 2005-06 

The Welsh Assembly Government released figures in May 2008 that showed that:
· Of those respondents who live within a mile of their usual place of work, those who work part-time are more likely to walk to work than those who work full-time

· Of those who live within three miles of their usual place of work, respondents in Scotland are three times more likely to use the bus to get to work than respondents in Wales

· Of those households in Wales with a school age child in full-time education, a higher proportion of those whose eldest child is in primary school are driven to school than walked to school. 

Public Transport Use in Wales, 2005-2006 

The key points from the bulletin produced by the Welsh Assembly Government in May 2008 are: 
· Fewer than 1 in 5 male respondents have used their local bus service in the last seven days

· A quarter of female respondents have used the bus in the last seven days

· Only 1 in 20 respondents have used the train in the last seven days

· Respondents aged under 30 and those aged 60 and over are more likely to have used the bus in the last seven days than those in other age groups
· Those living in households of lower income are more than twice as likely to have used the bus in the last seven days than those in higher income households 

Bus Usage and Concessionary Fares, 2005-06 

The key points from the bulletin produced by the Welsh Assembly Government in May 2008 are:
· Compared to Wales, a much higher proportion of respondents in Scotland aged 60 and over possess a concessionary bus pass

· Of those respondents in Wales aged 60 and over who possess a concessionary bus pass, 42% have travelled by bus in the last seven days

· 89% of respondents in Wales live within a 13 minute walk of their nearest bus stop, compared to 95% of respondents in Scotland

· Overall, 78% of respondents in Wales are satisfied with their local bus service. 

Scottish Household Survey: Travel Diary 2005/2006

Main points from this Scottish Government online publication of April 2008 include:

· The percentage of journeys made on foot showed a steady decline, with a significant drop of 6% since 1999.  Conversely the percentage of driver journeys continued to increase 

· Around two-thirds of men reported driving on the previous day (64%), compared to just under half for women drivers (48%). Women were also much more likely to be a passenger than their male counterparts (20% and 9% respectively)

· The majority of all commuting journeys had only one occupant in the car.  Around 62% of all commuting journeys were as a driver of a car or van, compared to only 32% for educational purposes.  Of all commuting journeys, 85% had only one occupant in the car/van

· Across Scotland the average number of occupants in a car/van was 1.6.  Commuting journeys had a lower average number of occupants per vehicle (1.2), as did journeys starting before 7am (1.3)

· Car usage increased with income; bus usage decreased.  83% of journeys reported by high income households (net income over £40,000 p.a.) were by car, compared to around a half of journeys made by those in low income households (up to £10,000 p.a.).  Correspondingly, only 3% of journeys made by high income households were by bus, seven times lower than respondents in low income households

· In 2005/2006, the mean journey distance was 11 km.  Half of all journeys were 4 km or less; in fact 31% were less than 2 km.  Around two thirds of all driver journeys were less than 10 km. 

This publication, like most other recent Transport Statistics Statistical Publications relating to the Transport and Travel theme, is available at: www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest
Enquiries on Transport Statistics should be addressed to: Andrew Knight, Transport Statistics, Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh EH6 6QQ

Telephone (0131) 244 7256;    Fax: (0131) 244 0888 
e-mail: transtat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk


“Facts are stubborn, but statistics are more pliable.” (Mark Twain)


News

90% agree using a phone affects driving 
Three quarters of people believe that drivers who use their mobile phones are needlessly risking their own and other people's safety, according to new research published in February 2008, a year after the introduction of tougher penalties for the offence. 

The research also showed that 90% of the public believe using a phone at the wheel has a negative impact on a person’s driving. 

An online YouGov poll carried out for the DfT in January 2008 also showed that: 

· 60% of people feel annoyed when they see a motorist using a phone, while just 2% do not feel at all concerned

· Older people are more likely to think using a mobile when driving is unacceptable - 84% of people aged 55 or over think it is totally unacceptable while only 49% of 18-24-year-olds hold that view

· Women are more likely to agree that drivers who use their mobiles are needlessly risking their own and other people's safety - 77% of those asked agreed, compared to 69% of men. The overall figure is 73%

· 80% of Scottish people recognise the dangers of using a mobile when driving, but only 67% of Londoners. 

A survey of police forces in England and Wales indicates that over 188,000 people were issued with a fixed penalty notice or taken to court for mobile phone offence in 2007, nearly 14,000 more than in 2006. 

Recent research showed a 40% reduction in the number of car drivers seen using hand-held mobiles at the wheel between September 2006 and August 2007. Just 1% of car drivers were observed using a hand-held mobile while driving, compared with 1.7% in 2006. 

DfT’s press notice about the research can be seen at http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=335807&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False 
The research is available on the TRL website: http://www.trl.co.uk/. 
New network to promote sustainable transport in urban areas 
Transport Minister Rosie Winterton visited Preston in March 2008 to mark the launch of a new UK and Ireland network to encourage innovation and promote sustainable, clean and efficient transport in our towns and cities.  The initiative includes walking and cycling projects as well as work towards developing cleaner fuel and more efficient vehicles.  CIVITAS (CIty-VITAlity-Sustainability) is a European initiative aiming to bring cleaner and more efficient transport to cities by promoting integrated, sustainable transport strategies.  36 cities across Europe are members of the scheme including Preston, Norwich, Winchester and Bristol.  For more information on CIVITAS see http://www.civitas-initiative.eu/main.phtml?lan=en 

The project complements the DfT's own Sustainable Travel Towns initiative where a combination of measures, including personalised travel planning and cycling and walking schemes, have helped transform the travel habits of thousands of people in Peterborough, Darlington and Worcester.  Since 2004 this initiative in Darlington has seen 9% fewer car driver trips, with a 15% increase in walking, 2% increase in public transport and 65% increase in cycling.  Similarly, Peterborough has seen a 10% reduction in car driver trips, an 11% increase in walking, a 22% increase in cycling and a 13% increase in public transport use; and Worcester has shown a 12% reduction in car driver trips, a 19% increase in walking, a 30% increase in cycling and a 13% increase in public transport use. 

See the DfT Website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/ 

14,500 extra seats for Thameslink passengers 
In April 2008 Transport Secretary Ruth Kelly announced, as part of the Government’s Thameslink modernisation programme, a proposal to offer 380 new carriages to tender, to bring the Thameslink fleet size to about 1,100 vehicles.  This significant investment, worth around £1.4bn, will mean an additional 14,500 extra seats for passengers on some of the busiest London commuter routes.  By 2015 there will be an entirely new fleet of energy-efficient trains on the Thameslink route.  
By December 2015 the current bottlenecks at London Bridge will be eased to enable 18 Thameslink trains per hour to serve this station.  Six more trains per hour running via Elephant & Castle will increase capacity through central London to 24 trains an hour between Blackfriars and St Pancras International.  The majority of these trains will be 12-carriages long. 

The schedule aims to have the first train in passenger service by spring 2012. 

Public Enquiries: 020 7944 8300.  See also the DfT website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/ 

Green light for cleaner, greener fuels 
The Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation (RTFO) requires 2.5% of all road fuels sold from 15 April 2008 to come from biofuels, rising to 5% by 2010.  Motorists will fill their vehicles as normal, but the change is expected to save 2.5million tonnes of carbon dioxide by 2010, as part of a package of measures being taken to reduce the impact of transport on the environment. 

The Government has recently published a body of research as a contribution to the debate on the wider sustainability impacts of biofuels.  The first, a review of work on the environmental sustainability of international biofuels production and use, commissioned by Defra, is an appraisal of the current evidence of the opportunities and threats from biofuel production.  The second considers the possible impact of the RTFO on users of tallow. It suggests that turning tallow into biodiesel does not deliver any net environmental benefits compared to the current uses of tallow. 

The RTFO includes a requirement on fuel suppliers to submit reports on the biofuels they deliver.  Reports will cover matters such as the carbon saving compared with the fossil fuels they replace, where the fuel comes from and whether the feedstock is grown to a recognised sustainability standard.  The Renewable Fuels Agency will make information from these reports available on a regular basis, and will publish quarterly reports with the first due in September 2008. 

New Pendolinos for West Coast 
It was announced in May 2008 that agreement had been reached with Alstom to begin the production process of new high speed tilting Pendolino trains and carriages which will deliver over 7,420 additional seats on the busy West Coast Main Line rail route.  This is in addition to the 45% increase in long distance services on the line due in December 2008. 

The agreement with Alstom provides for 106 carriages which will create four new eleven-car trains and will also lengthen 31 of the existing trains from 9 to 11-cars.  These will be in full service by December 2012.  There is also an option to procure a further 42 carriages by early 2013 to meet rising passenger demand. 

Public Enquiries: 020 7944 8300.  See also the DfT website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/ 

£244m for Manchester tram extensions 
In May 2008 the Government pledged the final  allocation of £244million towards the £382million total cost of extensions to the popular Metrolink tram.  By 2012, residents and commuters in Greater Manchester will be able to use the Metrolink to travel as far as Oldham, Rochdale or Chorlton, as well as benefit from upgrades to the existing network that will enable faster and more frequent services.  
Metrolink has been at the heart of Greater Manchester’s transport system for more than a decade, carrying 20 million passengers a year.  These improvements will enable it to carry an extra 10 million passengers a year. 

Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive (GMPTE) is also constructing a further extension to the Metrolink network, separately funded, to Droylsden in the east of the city. 

The extension to Oldham and Rochdale, which plans to open in 2012, will be around 23 km long.  The section to Chorlton in South Manchester will be 4 kilometres long and is expected to open in 2011. 

Further extensions to Metrolink are included within Greater Manchester’s Transport Innovation Fund bid, which is currently being considered by the DfT. 

A map of the extensions, as well as other routes GMPTE wish to progress, can be accessed on the following page of GMPTE's website. 
http://www.gmpte.com/pdfmaps/07_0752_73112_A4metnet.pdf 

More capacity and better services on South Central Franchise 
Rail passengers in South London, Surrey and Sussex are set to benefit from 10% more capacity across the South Central franchise area and significant service improvements under proposals outlined by Rail Minister Tom Harris in May 2008.  Proposals include: 

· Around 25% more capacity on most routes in South London where trains will be extended from 8 - 10 carriages

· More than 3,700 additional seats in and out of London at the busiest times

· Smartcards across the franchise area, including provision for Oyster Pay as You Go Commuter
· Better facilities for travel to stations, with around 1,000 more car parking and around 1,000 cycle parking spaces

· Greener travel - a 10% reduction in non-traction electricity supply and better environmental performance 

The Invitation to Tender will be issued in autumn 2008 and the new franchise will commence on 20th September 2009. The franchise will run for 5 years and 10 months, with the final year dependent on performance. An extension of up to 2 years is available at the Department’s discretion. 

There will be at least a 10% increase in capacity across the franchise area as a result of train lengthening on South London routes, the introduction of around 106 extra carriages across the franchise area and the extra services that will be introduced following changes to the Gatwick Express franchise this summer. This does not include the capacity increase that will be provided by the Thameslink Programme or the East London Line extension. 



The Ten Commandments of Statistical Inference

1. Thou shalt not hunt statistical inference with a shotgun
2. Thou shalt not enter the valley of the methods of inference without an experimental design
3. Thou shalt not make statistical inference in the absence of a model
4. Thou shalt honor the assumptions of thy model
5. Thy shalt not adulterate thy model to obtain significant results
6. Thy shalt not covet thy colleagues' data
7. Thy shalt not bear false witness against thy control group
8. Thou shalt not worship the 0.05 significance level
9. Thy shalt not apply large sample approximation in vain
10. Thou shalt not infer causal relationships from statistical significance



Seminar: Transport and Health
I am indebted to June Burnham for the following very lightly edited account of the seminar held in London Underground’s splendid rooftop District Room on 18 March 2008.  Dr Andy Cope, Director of the Research and Monitoring Unit at Sustrans, described the work Sustrans was doing as part of the Active Travel Consortium, funded by the Big Lottery’s well-being programme, and how the outcomes were being measured and evaluated.  Stella Goddard of Natural England, had prepared for us a presentation on the ‘Walking the way to Health Initiative’ being delivered by the agency in partnership with the British Heart Foundation, but was unable to be with us on the day. Fortunately, TSUG committee member, Alison Hill, a colleague of Stella’s at Natural England, albeit working in a different research area, was able to interpret and expand upon Stella’s slides.

Andy Cope started by explaining how the Active Travel project fitted into Sustran’s goal to deliver practical and imaginative solutions to sustainable transport, rather than just lobbying.  Sustrans is now 30 years old, and has 300 staff, supported by over 2000 volunteers.  Although it is probably best known for its national network of cycle paths, it has a number of other long-term projects such as Safe Routes to School, TravelSmart (for individual travellers) and Active Travel – on which it works with the health sector.  

The talk was organised around three themes: data in the context of Active Travel; Active Travel monitoring and evaluation; and evaluating health benefits, using the HEAT tool developed by the World Health Organization.

Data in the context of Active Travel

Andy presented and commented on some of the data in this area, including obesity levels, predicted growth rates for obesity, diseases related to obesity, and the levels of cycling in other European countries.  The cost of physical inactivity in this country is estimated to be about £17 billion a year.

He pointed out that physical activity does not mean just sport (which amounts to 8% of activity) but also work (64%) and travel to work.  The distance travelled by walking is going down, and that by car is going up.  There is a statistical (not necessarily causal) connection between the growth in obesity and the trends in car or walking mileage.

What is the potential for changing travel behaviour? A quarter of car trips are within healthy people’s cycling or walking capacity.  Five out of six trips begin or end at home.  On only 9% of journeys do circumstances really force car use, though the proportion is 36% for journeys for which people are (or think they are) obliged to use a car.  Experiences of other countries suggest that 75% of trips by walking or cycling could probably be achieved. 

What actions has Sustrans been taking?  Among other things, it is helping the creation of a more fine-grained cycle path network, for example, trying to connect deprived areas within Glasgow.  The use of cycle links has grown significantly since 2000 but Sustrans does not yet know how much is because of the extension of the links and how much is organic growth.  Official benefit-cost studies of 3 cycle route projects showed a ratio of about 20: 1 in contrast to 3: 1 for motorised vehicle schemes.

The main topic of Andy’s presentation was the project on which it was working with the Active Travel Consortium, which had won £20 million from the Big Lottery.  The Consortium has 11 partners and 7 delivery partners.  It includes 50 schemes, in 9 clusters of scheme types (e.g. Cycling, TravelSmart).  There is less emphasis on the environment in this project than in some other Sustrans projects.  The individual examples are very varied, e.g. led walks and rides; bike loans, working with employers/children/families; working with people referred to them for exercise by Primary Care Trusts.

Active Travel monitoring and evaluation

The basic objectives for the core monitoring scheme are to find out:

· how many individuals have benefited

· what impact there has been on individuals, especially for the projects on well-being for which Sustrans is developing the evaluation with the Consortium

· what impact there has been on communities, which Stella Goddard’s unit at Natural England is interested in

· if the schemes are good value for money, which could be in fairly simple terms of project impact and costs, or could be a full WebTAG appraisal.

Developing a monitoring toolkit is difficult for a number of reasons, including the great diversity of schemes.  The aim was to find a balance between a sufficient complexity and yet simplicity of use.  There was a need to adapt the monitoring to different types of activities, whether intense one-week programmes or long-term exercise.  It had to be adapted for those working with children, or with families, and to different groups of people (e.g. with a mental handicap, or disabled).

Sustrans has an Active Travel Officer, expert in the evaluation framework, who goes along to schemes. Sustrans will set up a central collation interface to aggregate the data, feed back the results to partners, use them for refining the evaluation system, and feed the experience into future projects.  Andy observed that many examples of active travel types of projects he had looked at focused on evaluating the results of the physical activity and not the travel outcomes.

Sustrans has not yet generated any statistics, but is looking ahead to potential queries, such as about robustness and validation.  Will it be possible to analyse degrees of probability, etc, which will be needed to influence the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE)?

Evaluating health benefits, using the HEAT tool

The Department for Transport’s NATA (New Approach to Appraisal) methodology did not until recently have a framework for incorporating cycling and walking.  But a TAG (Transport Analysis Guidance) module has been developed on these two modes, on the basis of initial work by TRL, and that was now available on the Department’s WebTAG site (web-based guidance on appraising transport projects and proposals, see www.webtag.org.uk).  However, it was fairly impenetrable.

WebTAG’s calculations estimated the health benefit value of active travel in terms of the reduction in deaths from relevant diseases per cyclist or pedestrian taking moderate exercise (a 30-minute cycle ride), and/or per additional commuter user of these modes. The benefit value assigned by the WebTAG methodology for improving physical fitness was £123 per new cyclist or pedestrian; however, it was currently rather an unsophisticated calculation.

Andy showed a table of costs and benefits for three actual schemes, for which the benefit: cost ratio, including health benefits, was between 13:1 and 22:1. This table is on the WebTAG site, where it is used to illustrate the methodology, see TAG unit 3.14.1 for walking and cycling schemes at:

www.webtag.org.uk/webdocuments/3_Expert/14_Walking_Cycling/3.14.1.htm
The TAG benefit value derivations had a number of problems, mainly because the desired data were not available, and the modelling and forecasting process was difficult.  The benefits took into account only the three principal causes of mortality linked to inactivity (heart disease, stroke, colon cancer), rather than all-causes mortality.  It did not include morbidity (illness), which was only partly covered elsewhere by absence from work.  The data were at national level only. 

Sustrans had therefore been working with the World Health Organization (WHO) on its evaluation project. The website for WHO’s Health Economic Assessment Tool (HEAT) for cycling was still being developed but will soon be launched.  The Department for Transport is considering using the WHO measure. 

In principle HEAT will include:

· all-cause mortality (based on the Copenhagen heart study) 

· mortality (because of poor data on morbidity) 

· a focus on cyclists who are sustaining their activity (not just short-term bursts)

· benefits accrued after a time-lag (i.e. modelling for the effect after 20 years) 

· a relative risk value (0.72 in the Copenhagen study), i.e. the risk of an active cyclist dying compared with the prevalence in the particular population considered – not taking accidents into account

· flexibility to accommodate national and local data, leading to the value of the benefit being related to the local value of life (WHO being an international body)

Andy recommended us to look at the WHO site in quantifying the health effects of cycling and walking. See especially: 

The User Guide to the Health Economic Assessment Tool for Cycling, by H. Rutter, N. Cavill, H. Dinsdale, S. Kahlmeier, F. Racioppi and P. Oja (WHO: 2007): www.euro.who.int/Document/E90948.pdf and the HEAT spreadsheet tool in pre-release version: www.euro.who.int/transport/policy/20070503_1
The WHO methodology has implications for appraising the value of Sustrans projects. Andy showed a comparison of the results for one project, for which WebTAG values the physical health benefits as £9.4 million (38% of the benefits), the total benefits being £24.9 million with a benefit-cost ratio of 22:1, whereas the new WHO approach would value the project at £11.8 million (43% of the benefits) the total benefits being £27.3 million, with a benefit-cost ratio of 24:1.

Outstanding issues on the WHO model include:

· inadequate recognition of activity substitution (new cyclists no longer going to the gym)

· the time-lag effect is still not dealt with

· it does not include pedestrians

· it does not include the health costs of inactive travel

Andy Cope concluded his presentation by saying that knowledge of the statistical links between transport and health is still not very well developed, and the Active Travel Consortium work is a good opportunity to develop this area of evaluation.  He thought that the current reconsideration of the economic appraisal of transport projects (NATA Refresh) should take health impacts into account.

Among the questions to Andy and the answers were the following:

Q. How will Sustrans evaluate projects to the level required by NICE?

A. It will be very difficult.

Q. What is the real significance of the 72% figure for the chance of a cyclist dying relative to the general population?  How do we know that the relation is not rather that healthy people cycle? 

A. The Copenhagen study, which is the most reliable source, took place over 25 years.  It is true that it would be better to have a control population who are similar except for not cycling.  Sustrans hopes more solid evidence will eventually be obtained, but such an exercise would cost about £1 million.

Q. Did the sample cost-benefits table of a cycling project include the cost of cycling accidents? 

A. There was some evidence that the net benefits of cycling outweigh the costs of accidents.  In addition, according to DfT specialists, an increased number or level of cycling leads to a reduction in the accident level for cyclists (the more cyclists, the safer for each one).  There are a number of other weaknesses in the methodology, e.g. such as accounting for projects in which there is a dedicated lane, or for whether or not the lanes cross roads.

Q. What information is there about the changes brought about by a Sustrans intervention?

A. Information on the changes brought about is nearly always poor, because it is rare to have a few years’ worth of data before the intervention and for the local authority to keep measuring for five years afterwards. Sustrans is now building up a better picture.  It is relatively easy to acquire information about short-term changes in behaviour, but it is more difficult to measure long-term changes and to build that into the model.  It emerged that Brighton and Hove were monitoring about 200 patients with diabetes and that was the sort of data that would be useful for feeding into the evidence base.

A positive conclusion to Andy’s contribution to the seminar came from the audience with the news that the WHO modelling would probably form part of DfT’s WebTAG.  It was out to consultation among the ‘e-community’ but was likely to be made definite by April (follow the links from www.webtag.org.uk).

* * *

After the break for refreshments and general discussion, Alison Hill, of Natural England’s Landscape and Geodiversity Evidence Team, presented the work being carried out by Natural England and in particular the Walking the way to Health Initiative and its evaluation. 

Natural England is the Government agency ‘working for people, places and nature to conserve and enhance biodiversity, landscapes and wildlife in rural, urban, coastal and marine areas’.  Since 2006 it has brought together the functions of the Countryside Agency, English Nature and the Rural Development Services of DEFRA.  Among its wide range of activities it promotes sustainable transport and the natural environment, and implements environmental schemes connected with farming. 

Alison explained that the former Countryside Agency had a good reputation for introducing effective initiatives, including on healthy walking, and had already been working with the British Heart Foundation (BHF) on the Walking the way to Health Initiative (WHI). Natural England is continuing that partnership with the British Heart Foundation on the WHI, which benefits from extra funding from the Big Lottery Fund, and plays a crucial role in delivering the Government’s obesity strategy. 

As a government organisation Natural England needs to be able to demonstrate that it is using its funding effectively, and that increases its already-existing emphasis on evaluation.  The effort on the statistical side of the agency is to demonstrate the health benefits that people say are there from walking, and that being outdoors will make us healthier and happier.  Natural England and the BHF are working with NICE on how to introduce WHI to the NHS and on following NICE’s guidelines on physical activity interventions.  Like Sustrans, the emphasis for Natural England is on rigorous evaluation acceptable to NICE that nevertheless does not impede delivery of the policy. 

Since March 2007 evaluation has been developed further by a consortium of the BHF, NICE, Department of Health, coordinators in Scotland, Wales and England, and the Walk leaders, who are asked to gather local information. Natural England is also working with Loughborough University which is conducting research on single-item evaluation for the BHF.

Alison surveyed the health scene that has helped give rise to this initiative: the prevalence of obesity, depression, diabetes, cardiovascular disease, and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD).  The reduction of COPD would (apart from its human benefits) save the costs of emergency admissions.  The treatment of diabetes and its complications takes up 10% of the NHS budget, and is forecast to take up 20% by 2020. 

The WHI acts as the ‘governing body’ for health walks, some of whose participants are referred by GPs. One of its roles is to assure the credibility of the scheme, through accreditation, training, networks, insurance, and evaluation advice.  The WHI has 450 schemes with 200,000 participants and is expanding. For health reasons it needs to grow fast in the next 5 years.

The walk leaders are volunteers but most of the burden of evaluation falls on them.  There is already data from pre-walk screening questions, providing contact details, demographic profiles (to establish the reach of the programme), why the person was referred to the walking scheme, and information on health, for establishing relevance, and for a potential cost-benefit analysis.  There are baseline data for each walker group.  Local groups have the option of going back to those questioned at 3 or 6 month intervals and asking a single-item question.  However there remains a worry about the walk leaders spending too much time and effort on data-collecting.

Natural England in partnership with the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) is developing a national database for summer 2008.  Individual schemes will be able to input their data to a remotely accessible database, and draw down local or regional level data.  The aspiration is for a mechanism to be in place to ensure that past data is included in any local analysis, to support the training for local walk leaders.

Information that is needed for delivery to NICE includes:

· how many health walks do people attend

· what is their health and activity status

· is participation in healthy walking associated with improving levels of health and activity

Alison’s talk stimulated a number of interesting questions and observations.

Q. Is the WHI scheme about active travel or going for a walk?

A. The short answer is that the participants are guided on specified walks, and may not have any options on where they go.  The purposes are both health and leisure.  However it is also about bringing lifestyle change on to people’s agendas, which means that they may then envisage walking as a travel option.  It is more about getting people to try new things and gradually expand into travel activity.

Q. A cynic would query the answers to the questionnaires, and the aggregation to national level. Participants may write things down to be helpful. How will any individual or group record if their lifestyle is changing?

A. If a doctor recommends the walk, the person goes on carefully regulated walks so that like can be compared with like. 

Q. Mayer Hillman had years ago conducted comparative research on UK and Dutch lifestyles.  He thought Dutch people lived 5 years longer because they cycled, and despite smoking more.

There is a need to show that the strategy will be helpful at aggregated level, not just at disaggregated level.

A. One problem is that people who go on the walks may be those who are healthier or more willing to do something about their health.  On the other hand, it is better to do some evaluation rather than nothing. DEFRA, DH, and BHF are all supportive of the programme and are keen to see evidence that physical activity benefits health. 

Following that comment, the seminar was concluded with thanks to Andy and Alison.  More information on the Walking the way to Health Initiative can be found on the website www.whi.org.uk
Seminar: Invigorating bus services
There were two speakers at the seminar held at DfT HQ, Great Minster House, on 17 October 2007: Paul J Crowther FCILT, Public Transport Manager, Brighton & Hove City Council, spoke on Growing Bus Patronage; and Dave Haskins, Assistant Director, West Yorkshire PTE spoke about some of the issues facing the Leeds City Region as it plans its future public transport system.  Simon Lister has kindly provided me with the following note of the proceedings, edited, I hope, with sufficient respect to enable him to recognise his text.
Paul Crowther began by giving us some basic facts about Brighton & Hove (B&H):

· Population 255,000
· area 83 km2
· 37%  (cf 19% SE) “no car” households
· 21% (10% SE) use public transport to work
· 42% (34% SE) aged 20-44
· 45% (28% SE) one person homes
· 47.3% (18.5% SE) houses in multiple occupation
· B&H Conservative since May 2007 

Reliability is key.  Unreliability: is greatest deterrent to bus use, causes greatest upset, is cited by non-users as a reason for continuing to use the car, and exaggerates feeling of personal insecurity. No surprise that reliability is monitored by Traffic Commissioner.
The Local Authority has a clear policy context for buses.  Increased patronage levels create modal shift towards pubic transport, with reduced congestion and improved air quality as the outcomes.  Reduced social inclusion, with economic and commercial development, are the hoped for virtuous outcomes.

Improved reliability (Improved image

Improved reliability (Greater patronage

Greater patronage ( Better profitability

Profitability (Greater investment

Profitability (Market growth

Partnership is the key to meeting joint objectives. Both the Local Authority and Bus Operators seek common outcome, but the LA does not run buses… and the Bus Operator is not Highway Authority.  A Quality Bus Partnership was started in July 1997 between Brighton & Hove City Council and the Brighton & Hove Bus and Coach Company.  This is very informal, and has five ingredients from each partner:
	Council
	Bus Company

	Bus priority of road space & Bus Lanes
	Improved service frequencies

	Improved passenger waiting areas
	Value for money fares and tickets

	Real time information displays
	Investment in new buses

	Traffic regulation enforcement
	Enthusiastic staff

	Park & Ride
	Effective sales message


Another key requirement was to manage bus priority. This required a management and information system, which would have to:

· Allow bus priority at traffic signals

· Provide and display automatic vehicle location

· Provide city-wide Real Time Information (see www.citytransport.org.uk)

It provides a sort of mission control for the service.
The new system based on the principles of the partnership produced some favourable outcomes.  In traffic terms there was an 8.3% growth in patronage in 12 months, with 39.4 million passenger journeys in 2006/7 (46% up on 1996/7) - equivalent to 155 journeys per person per year.  B&H was the winner of the 2006 UK Bus Award.  There has been improved reliability, increased confidence and satisfaction (the highest satisfaction levels in the UK), leading to a 10% reduction in traffic in 3 years based on 14 new bus lanes.  There is now a BVPI 104 (bus services) of 81%, and a BVPI 103 (bus information) of 78%.

These successes are linked to infrastructure and investment, for example: 220 accessible bus stops, 180 real time signs; 87% of the bus fleet is Euro 2 + with 60% fitted with CRT traps.  76% of the bus fleet is wheelchair accessible, and the whole bus fleet is fitted with CCTV.  Furthermore there is CCTV enforcement of bus lanes.

So what happens next?  Much is planned, such as: more accessible bus stops, expanded coverage of RTI signs, introduction of “Sieflag” and voice messaging. 

The intention is to expand the system beyond city boundaries, with more operators to join the system. Technologically there will be: links to internet, WAP phones, etc., and an expanded CityTransport website

On the statistics side it may be asked: what use are statistics?  How should they be defined?  They must be: influenced by Council, relevant to service delivery, meaningful, and easy to gather.  They must fit into the national context and be unambiguous.  As ever the key question is: what does “punctuality” mean?

Many issues need discussion, such as route franchising, demographic shifts, integration with rail, and concessionary fares

Q&A session
Q, from John Dickson-Simpson: What is the role of the Traffic Commissioner (TC)?

A: This is a vital role.  But it suffers from not enough people, funding and resources generally; in particular, more inspectors are needed.  They produce useful stats (20% of buses fail MOT at first attempt, an amazing figure all things considered).  Overall TCs do well - certainly now, if not 20 years ago.  Better consistency now, though still room for improvement.  We have the Commissioner and his colleagues sit with our traffic controllers to check the real time performance of our routes.

Q, from Kerrick Macafee, DfT: How do you define punctuality?
A:  DfT wants bus patronage up - it needs bus patronage for its wider metric targets.  DfT uses excess waiting time not the BVPI measure for frequent services, because punctuality is less important.  It believes that TCs should use same measure for less frequent services.   The worry is that indicators have a way of distorting, or not recognizing, the reality for the person waiting at a bus stop.  Overall service reliability has been the principal factor behind attracting people to bus transport.

Q, from Chris Southworth, DfT: Is there enough competition and is there a role for more?

A: None, but this is not a monopoly service by design.  It is just that no operator has succeeded in staying the course [13 have tried at different times], mainly except Stagecoach, with a rather different type of service.  That said, a small operator has recently integrated services on a couple of routes. 

Q, from Chris Beuret, Social Research Associates: Are there any measures of payback for all the investment? Also how to get “posh” people on the bus?

A:  No, none.  Except rising ridership, to which all 10 ingredients contribute.  It is true on the second point that bus routes tend to focus on less well off areas. 

Q, from Eileen McCabe, DfT: How would such a scheme work in London, with heavy congestion and a congestion charge?

A: There is a great deal of traffic in B&H, and strict parking controls as were mentioned.  Thought has been given to the right balance between parking charges and the lower (frequent user) bus tickets. Traffic wardens concentrate on keeping the bus lanes clear rather than patrolling all streets. 

Q, from John Disney, Nottingham Business School:  How accurate are the ridership figures quoted, given that they are based upon drivers pushing buttons at busy times?

A: No estimates.  The system is paper based.

Q, from Sitkey Sylvan, Steer, Davies & Gleave:  How much hand holding took place or was needed in the early days?  

A:  Not much.  A pep talk was given by lead officers of the new B&H City/Unitary council.  Overall the whole regime has become much more mutually supportive and free under the partnership, so there is less need.  Trust is the key thing and is really the 11th ingredient which changes the old adversarial type of relationship.
* * *
Dave Haskins took over to speak about planning Leeds’s future transport system.  Leeds, with a population of 726,700, is one of the UK’s largest centres outside London for financial/business services, with a Gross Value Added of 1.4% of Great Britain’s, but it is a mixed community with one in five people in Leeds still living in neighbourhoods that are among England’s worst 10%. 

Over 110,000 people commute to Leeds from outside the district every day.  With growing road traffic in the last decade the road network is practically at capacity during peak periods.  Of all morning peak travel into Leeds 28% of journeys are by bus and 13% by rail.

Leeds is the largest city in Europe with no mass transit system. Two comparable cities are Lyon & Karlsruhe. These have been as exemplars to show elected officials what can be done:
	Lyon
	Karlsruhe

	Population 465,000
	Population 282,000, region 1.3 million

	Metro system
	Regional tram-train network

	Tram network
	Total of 215 tram and bus lines

	Trolleybus system
	

	Fully integrated with conventional buses
	


Several major transport issues face the Leeds City Region:
· Leeds is one of the fastest growing cities in the UK

· More employment, but limited road capacity and congested network

· Constrained peak capacity – growing evidence of significant peak-spreading

· Still a significant need for regeneration in some areas

In 1991 a Leeds Transport Strategy was developed with

· Leeds Northwest rail electrification

· New rolling stock

· New bus station

· Guided bus on two corridors

· Other quality bus initiatives

· Regeneration of Leeds railway station

· City centre pedestrianisation

· City centre loop

· Public transport box

· Funding approved for

· completion of Inner Ring Road
· East Leeds Link
BUT Leeds Supertram was cancelled, though the scheme had strong BCR (Benefit/Cost Ratio); cost escalation, due to delays and private sector risk attitudes, dogged issue.  Solutions to the growing transport problems had only gone some way to dealing with the challenges. Guided bus in mid-late 90’s achieved 10% growth against a pattern of decline, while attempted introduction of Light Rail was rejected by Government.  First ftr (future travel for York) route was introduced 2007, but smartcard scheme rejected due to lack of operator support (pilot underway with SYPTE).  So a Leeds City Region transport vision was published in November 2006 with aims to develop a ‘vision’ for transport in the Leeds City Region that will underpin national, regional and local agendas for economic growth, sustainable development, the environment and social inclusion. The transport vision has several themes 

· Highway: additional capacity to alleviate bottlenecks

· Rail: electrification, additional capacity, better frequencies / journey times, tram-train

· Bus: bus improvement corridors (i.e. reliability, journey times, accessibility, quality) 

· Integration: strategic park & ride, interchanges, ticketing and information, service delivery, demand management

The Vision has several rapid transit components

· NGT: A full review of opportunities following the cancellation of Supertram, it must be evidence-based: congestion/transport need/future growth, and 3 Core Corridors are being taken forward

· Tram-Train: National trial of technology, and potential conversion of York-Harrogate-Leeds line
Several thoughts were raised about rapid transit solutions.  For example, why are standard buses not cutting it?  NGT – choice of mode is a key issue – essential to justify why we need something better than a standard bus.  Finally, tram-train – sometimes said not to be a “proven” technology.  But there is much evidence from operating systems; so why is there a need for a trial at all?

Where is the money?  As ever, funding is crucial.  RFA is inadequate.  NGT project has been allocated half the cost required, which is already half the cost of a tram scheme.  TIF (Transport Innovation Fund) uncertainty.  Leeds City Region bid rejected - though it is coming back for a second time.  And note that the region has second lowest UK expenditure on transport (1/3 of London per person)

Several potential barriers certainly have to be overcome.  Integration is needed – but how in a deregulated bus market?  The planning process is lengthy and costly.  Is the Local Transport Bill an opportunity?  And there is the underlying perception of risk related to a “new mode”.  The UK traditional premium on technology.
Q&A session
Q, from Chris Buck, South Yorks BRT: Why has development of the guided busway stopped?

A: More potential by other methods now, but the busway idea proved efficiency by reducing junction waiting times.  Patronage on the existing scheme was declining.  Need to improve passengers’ perceptions of what’s on offer.

Q, from Chris Buck, South Yorks BRT: Kent FastTrack put in transport infrastructure before the actual commercial or residential development; does Leeds consider that approach?  Also what is the case pro/con standard and non-standard vehicles?

A: Yes a good idea.  And in Leeds a new road has been built into the Aire valley to stimulate development.  View is that perception of improved service is the key.  But it is true that both in Lyon and in Docklands the service was put in to lead other investments, bring economic expansion.  Need to ‘capture’ the benefits that will accrue to employers.

Q, from John Dickson-Simpson: Are trolley buses compatible with other traffic, and with generous UK height limits?

A: Overall the view is that trolley buses are more flexible, and cheaper than trams.  A battery or diesel auxiliary trolley bus can deviate from route or get round obstacles more easily than a tram.  But a hybrid tram would be flexible, and then not constrained by height of overhead wires.

Q, from Cat Hobbs, Campaign for Better Transport: Would the Lyon investments pass the DfT financial tests?

A: The Leeds scheme gave a Benefit/Cost Ratio of 2.5.  However in Lyon the whole concept of payback is not so central.  Only 25% of cost is covered by the fare box anyway.  A 6-year concession to operators was given.

Q, from Noman Burki, DfT: What about Congestion charging measures?  Did they examine constraining peak capacity? 

A: Leeds has applied to study the potential and public acceptability of congestion charging, but there will firstly have to be an improved public transport plan, but its realisation depends on winning the funds. Looked at all key corridors and found that all were close to capacity.

Q, from John Disney, University of Loughborough:  There seems to be a contradiction.  Brighton & Hove had basic vehicles, but superb systems.  Leeds seems to be straining to focus on vehicle technology, but current operators are making good returns with a poor service and poor quality buses.  Can you explain?

A: A good question.  It comes down to increasing ridership, which West Yorkshire wants to do by widening the catchment area through more attractive and comfortable transport that excites attention and greater use.  Need to achieve a virtuous circle of perception, leading to better services.   

Q, from Chris Buck, South Yorks BRT: How can you capture the perceptual differences between Trolleybus, ftr, tram and NGT performance in the financial measure?

A: All the system can move the passenger load, but would attract differing mixes of passenger types. [Comment made that in Lyon it is clear that trolleybus is the poor man’s tram.  One of the Leeds Councillors visiting Lyon noted that he was the only man wearing a suit on the trolley bus, which tends to serve the poorer parts of the route].  A Stated Preference study was being mounted to see how different modes were perceived, which might be reflected by different modal constants in the modal split forecasts.

Q, from John Dickson-Simpson: Could the economic/ developmental benefits not swing the calculations?

A: Yes this is important.  Speaker said that Crossrail evaluation has 25% of its benefits under the heading “agglomeration benefit”.  A popular transport service raises district land values.  Political vision needed. 

Q, from Martin Dale: Would a Leeds Congestion Charge affect the solution or strengthen the case?

A: Politicians are very worried about a Congestion Charge.  But the 11 CEOs of the region have agreed that the Leeds City region must have a TIF (road pricing pilot) scheme in order to deliver the overall transport vision.  Leeds did not win in the first round of TIF bidding but was asked to resubmit its bid.



Statistical Analysis: Mysterious, sometimes bizarre, manipulations performed upon the collected data of an experiment in order to obscure the fact that the results have no generalizable meaning for humanity. Commonly, computers are used, lending an additional aura of unreality to the proceedings.


Advertisement

Members of the TSUG may be interested to know I have written a book with Dr Neil Hoose covering the statistical treatment of traffic data.  Copies are available until 31 August 2008 at £40, a 20% discount off the normal price, from the following site:

http://www.artechhouse.com/Detail.aspx?strBookId=1383 from which the description below has been taken:
	Highway Traffic Monitoring and Data Quality

	ISBN 978-1-58053-715-5 
Michael Dalgleish and Neil Hoose
approx. 260 pages.
Copyright 2008.
Available 9/1/2008

Make the most of traffic data collection and assessment efforts with the first book on state-of-the-art monitoring and analysis methods that are blazing new trails in traffic management. This unique resource gives you a hands-on understanding of the latest sensors, processors, and communication links for everything from vehicle counts to urban congestion measurement. Moreover, you learn statistical techniques for quantifying data accuracy and reducing uncertainty in both current system state assessments and future system state forecasts. 

This comprehensive reference provides full details on today’s vehicle, traffic, and environmental sensors and their applications in capturing vehicle speed, weight, classification, occupancy, length, plate number, journey time, and other data. The volume covers methods of assessing equipment performance and reliability including the evaluation of bias and precision, along with related issues such as validation, verification, sampling, and testing procedures. It features easy-to-use statistical techniques to assess and improve data quality, including tools that help you estimate the uncertainty in your traffic data and to quantify these as confidence intervals. The book also supplies quality control procedures for traffic data management as well as help for solving data collection problems in the field. 




MJ Dalgleish, Director, Wired Asset Ltd, Foxcombe Rise, Foxcombe Drive, Boars Hill, Oxford OX1 5DN.    
Phone:  +44 (0) 1865 730 330

Mobile: +44 (0) 7714 828 228

Email:  md@md46.com


Dates for your diary

The table below gives details of the proposed outstanding seminars in our 2007/8 season.

	18 Jun 2008
	Scheme appraisal for walking and cycling schemes at TfL, 55 Broadway, London, SW1H 0BD

	15 Jul 2008
	Safety (multi-modal) at TfL, 55 Broadway, London, SW1H 0BD


To book for either of these seminars please phone Nina Webster on 020 7027 8340 or e-mail her on mailto:nina.webster@tfl.gov.uk.

Planning is advancing on our 2008/09 programme.  We are proposing the following subjects for autumn 2008, though the dates and locations are still to be confirmed:

15 Oct: The future role, costs and benefits of powered 2-wheel vehicles

12 Nov: Better publicly available statistics on vehicle characteristics
10 Dec: AGM + The cost of concessionary fares and who pays for them.  Impact of the new bus travel regime
The proposed topics for 2009 include: 
· Active traffic management
· Application of GIS in transportation planning
· The National Passenger Survey
· Cost of transport, including social, environmental and indirect costs
· Analysis of Stats 19 and hospital road casualty statistics (using new DfT analyses)

· Road congestion statistics

· New approach to transport appraisal (NATA refresh) with WEB and Eddington links.


Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 79 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: liswoods@aol.com


Appendix: Future statistical publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next six months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.  
29 May   Provisional Port Statistics and Sea Passenger Statistics: 2007

An annual bulletin. (internet only).  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

29 May   National Rail Travel Survey: 2008 Report

A summary report. (internet only).  For further information email rail.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

29 May   Attitudes to climate change and the impact of transport
An ad hoc report (internet only).  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

5 Jun   Road Conditions in England: 2007
An annual statistical release.  For further information email roadmaintenance.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

5 Jun   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates: April 2008
A monthly release.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

19 Jun   UK Seafarer Statistics: 2007     

An annual bulletin.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

19 Jun   Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Jan-Mar 2008

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

26 Jun   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Main Results: 2007

An annual bulletin (includes final figures for RCGB Q4 2007).  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

3 Jul   Congestion on inter-urban Monthly provisional estimates - May 2008

A monthly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Jul P   Road Statistics 2007: Traffic, Speeds and Congestion
An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

7 Aug   Road Casualties in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates: Q1 2008

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

7 Aug   Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q2 2008

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

7 Aug   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - June 2008

A monthly release (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

28 Aug   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Main-land Europe: Provisional Estimates Q1and Q2 2008

A quarterly statistical release (internet only).  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

28 Aug   Road Freight Statistics: 2008 Edition

An annual bulletin.  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Aug P   National Travel Survey: 2007

An annual bulletin.  For further information email national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

4 Sep   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - July 2008

A monthly release (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

18 Sep   Bus and Light Rail Statistics: Apr - Jun 2008

A quarterly bulletin. (internet only).  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

25 Sep   Road Casualties Great Britain 2007: Annual Report

An annual report.  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Sep P   Public Transport Statistics Bulletin GB: 2008 Edition

An annual bulletin.  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Sep P   Maritime Statistics: 2007

An annual report.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Sep P   Experiences and perceptions of crime on public transport
An ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

2 Oct   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - August 2008

A monthly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Oct P   Public awareness and use of bus concessionary fares
An ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Oct P   Public awareness of and attitudes towards air travel
An ad hoc report.  For further information email attitudes.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Nov   Road Casualties Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q2 2008

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Nov   Traffic and Congestion in Great Britain: Provisional Estimates Q3 2008

A quarterly bulletin (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

6 Nov   Congestion on inter-urban roads: Monthly provisional estimates - September 2008

A monthly release (internet only).  For further information email roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

27 Nov   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Provisional Estimates Q3 2008

A quarterly statistical release (internet only).  For further information email roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Nov P   Transport Statistics Great Britain: 2008 Edition

An annual report.  For further information email publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk   

Nov P   Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom: 2007

An annual bulletin.  For further information email maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

Nov P   Public Transport Statistics Bulletin GB: 2008 Edition Supplement

An annual bulletin (internet only).  For further information email bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk 

* * *

Below is a schedule of publications to be produced over the next six months by the Scottish Government.

Jun 2008  Key 2007 Road Accident Statistics

Provisional numbers of accidents and casualties by severity, casualties by type of road, and child casualties, including recent trends.
Aug 2008  Main Transport Trends 2008
Topics include motor vehicles licensed, road traffic and casualties; bus, rail and air passengers; and road, rail and water freight. It shows trends for Scotland and comparisons with GB.
Oct 2008  Household Transport in 2007
Households' transport facilities and some travel by their members.

Nov 2008  Road Accidents Scotland 2007
Detailed statistics about injury road accidents, accident costs, vehicles involved, drivers and riders, drink-drive accidents, drivers breath tested, casualties and international comparisons.
For more information about any of these publications please contact Scottish Executive Transport Statistics Branch on 0131 244 7256.



Owing, no doubt, to my incompetence, I have been unable to track down the schedule of publications by the National Assembly for Wales.  The NAW website appears to have been redesigned in such a way as to enable me to find current publications quite easily, and future publications not at all.
TSUG  NEWS
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