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Editorial

This newsletter includes information on seminars and forthcoming publications that was omitted from its predecessor, as well as much new material.

I also must draw attention to the resignation of our Chairman, Peter Norgate, due to pressure of other work.  He has led us – in my view, admirably - for nearly four years, since February 1999.  Since then the Group has significantly strengthened its links with the DfT and other relevant institutions and improved its services to members, including a greatly extended seminar programme.  His leadership will be greatly missed by his fellow committee members.


Publications

Scottish transport statistics: 2002 edition

This twenty first publication in the series, published in August, provides, in most cases, volume figures for the years up to 2001 or the 2000-01 financial year.  Most tables that cover a run of years provide figures for eleven years (eg for each year from 1991 to 2001, inclusive) to enable trends to be appreciated.

The report begins with a summary section, containing information about all modes of transport, which provides a compact view of the trends over the past 10-or-so years, and some comparisons with the figures for Great Britain (or the UK) as a whole.  This is followed by 12 chapters, each on a specific topic: road transport vehicles; bus and coach travel; road freight; toll bridges; road network; road traffic; injury road accidents; rail services; air transport; water transport; finance; personal and cross-modal travel.  Finally, the Historical Series section shows the longer-term trends (in some cases, as far back as 1960) in some key statistics.

For this edition some new tables have been added (in the chapters on air transport and personal and cross-modal travel), and some existing tables changed, to provide additional information.  

The main points are:

· Over 2.2 million motor vehicles were licensed in Scotland in 2001, 3% more than the previous year, and about 27% higher than the number in 1991, when account is taken of the change in the basis of the figures after 1992.  There were roughly 241,000 new vehicle registrations in 2001, the highest number ever recorded
· In 2000-01 there were 436 million passenger journeys on local bus services, slightly more than in the previous year, but 25% less than in 1990-91. The increase in passenger numbers in 2000-01 was only the fourth since the current records began in 1975, and the first time since then that there have been increases in two consecutive years.  Local bus passenger numbers are significantly higher than those for other modes of public transport
· Freight lifted by road in 2001 was 151 million tonnes, a fall of 8 million tonnes (5%) over the previous year, and only slightly higher than the amount lifted 10 years earlier (about 149 million tonnes), though over the past 10 years the volume of road freight has usually been close to the period average of 156 million tonnes a year
· In 2001, 22.6 million vehicles were estimated to have crossed the Forth Road Bridge (almost 61,900 per day), more than in any previous year
· There were over 54,000 kilometres of public road in Scotland in 2001. The trunk road network accounted for 6% of the total
· The total volume of traffic on Scotland’s roads in 2000 was about 43.2 billion vehicle kilometres.  As the estimates for major roads for the five years from 1996 to 2000 have fluctuated between roughly 24.5 and 25.6 billion vehicle kilometres per year, it appears that the total volume of traffic on major roads has remained broadly unchanged during this period.  However, the longer-term picture is different: the total volume of traffic on major roads is estimated to have grown by about 16% since 1990
· Over the past ten years, the number of casualties injured in road accidents has fallen by 22% to just under 20,000 in 2001.  Although the number of fatalities in 2001 (347) was 6% more than the figure for 2000, it was still the third lowest figure since current records began over 50 years ago
· The total number of rail passenger journeys originating in Scotland in 2000-01 was 65.3 million, 2.4 million (4%) less than in the previous year, but 19% more than 10 years earlier
· There were about 18.1 million air terminal passengers at airports in Scotland in 2001, 8% more than in the previous year, and 89% more than in 1991
· In 2000, 5.3 million passengers were carried on those shipping services within Scotland for which at least ten years’ figures are available, almost the same as the previous year.  The longer-term trends are affected by the reduction in traffic that followed the opening of the Skye Bridge in 1995

· There were 44 vehicles per 100 population in Scotland in 2001, compared with 51 in GB.  The number of vehicles per head has been consistently lower in Scotland than in GB.  In 2000 (the latest year for which comparable figures are available), about 66% of households in Scotland had regular use of a car compared to 73% in GB as a whole

· Relative to the size of the population, the length of the road network is greater in Scotland than in GB: in 2001, there were 10.6 kilometres of road per 1,000 population in Scotland compared with only 6.8 kilometres in GB

· Per head of population, there is less traffic on Motorways, and more traffic on A roads, in Scotland than in GB.  However, over the past ten years, the volume of Motorway traffic has risen more rapidly in Scotland than in GB

· Over the past ten years, the number of people who were killed or seriously injured in road accidents fell more rapidly in Scotland than in GB: the number in 2001 was 39% lower in Scotland and 28% lower in GB compared with 1991.  The number of people killed or seriously injured, however, per head of population in 2001 was slightly higher in Scotland than in GB (0.73 and 0.70 per thousand, respectively)

· Since 1991-92, the fall in the number of passenger journeys on local bus services has been greater in Scotland (24%) than in GB (8%). However, usage of local bus services is higher in Scotland than in GB: in 2000-01, 85 journeys were made per head of population in Scotland compared with 74 in GB

· Per head of population, there are fewer rail passenger journeys originating in Scotland than in GB: 12.8 per head in Scotland in 2001-02, compared with 16.5 per head in GB

· In the past ten years, the increases in the number of air terminal passengers were about the same for Scotland and the UK as a whole: around 89% between 1991 and 2001.  However, the number of passengers per head of population has been higher for Scotland than for the UK

· The amount of freight per head of population which is lifted by road is slightly higher in Scotland than in GB, and the amounts per head lifted by coastal shipping and pipelines are significantly greater in Scotland

· The percentage of people travelling to work who do so by car is slightly lower in Scotland than in GB as a whole, and the percentage using public transport is slightly higher.  In Autumn 2001, 69% of people travelling to work in Scotland did so by car (compared with 70% for GB) and 16% used public transport (15% for GB).

Correspondence and enquiries about this publication, which is priced at £10.00, should be addressed to: Transport Statistics branch, Scottish Executive Development Department, Area 3-G13, Victoria Quay, EDINBURGH EH6 6QQ

Tel:
0131 244 7255             Fax:
  0131 244 0888

E-mail: transtat@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
Overseas travel and tourism: July 2002

Latest figures from the International Passenger Survey, published in September, show a rise in both the (seasonally adjusted) number of overseas residents visits to the UK and in spending by overseas residents to the UK.

· In terms of seasonally adjusted figures, in the period May - July 2002, overseas residents made 6.08 million visits to the UK, compared with 5.94 million in February - April 2002, an increase of 2%.  Visits were up by 5% compared with those made in May - July 2001.  Spending rose from £2,780 million in February - April 2002 to £2,860 million in May - July 2002, an increase of 3%, and had increased by 5% when compared with May - July 2001

· In the twelve months ending July 2002, there was a 5% fall in visits by overseas residents compared with a year earlier; a 2% fall in visits from Western Europe, 9% from North America and 8% from the rest of the world.  Levels of spending were also down by 9%

· In contrast, the overall number of visits abroad by UK residents continued to show a general upward trend, with an increase of 2% in visits abroad in the twelve months ending July 2002, compared with a year earlier.  However, this varied among different parts of the world, with visits to Western Europe increasing by 5%, but visits to North America fell by 16% and visits to the rest of the world fell by 5%.  Levels of spending by UK residents abroad during the year increased by 4% when compared with the twelve months ending July 2001. 

For more information, contact Maureen Kelly of IPS on 020 7533 5945 or visit the National Statistics website on www.statistics.gov.uk
Bus Quality Indicators: Quarter 1, 2002/2003 (April-June 2002) 

The latest issue of the Bus Quality Indicators Bulletin was published in October.  It shows that: 

· The average satisfaction score given by passengers for the bus journey just completed was 81 out of 100 in England, 83 in Metropolitan areas and 82 in Shire areas outside London

· In London, where the survey takes place continuously and the bus passengers tend to be younger and have higher expectations, the average score was 77 out of 100.  This score was up by two points compared with one year ago and is the joint highest since the survey began. Outside London the average satisfaction score was the same as in April-June 2001, for England as a whole there was a one point increase over the same period

· The highest satisfaction rating in London was for on-bus safety and security and ease of boarding/ alighting, with an average rating of 84 out of 100. In Metropolitan and Shire areas passengers were also most satisfied with on bus safety in addition to driver/conductor behaviour 

· Satisfaction with information at the bus stop averaged 62 for England, compared with 72 in London

· Satisfaction with bus service reliability averaged 66 out of 100 in London, 65 for Metropolitan and Shire areas, and 65 for England as a whole

· Based on Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) figures, the average age of the bus and coach fleet was 8.4 years at the end of June 2002, unchanged from the previous quarter

· The bus service reliability survey (lost service mileage) found that 98.8% of scheduled local bus mileage in England was completed, compared with 98.6% one year ago.  Mileage completed in London increased from 96.8% in April-June 2001 to 97.1% in the latest quarter.  Outside London, 99.1% of scheduled mileage was completed, a slight increase from April-June 2001.

The above figures, and further details, are obtainable free of charge from: 

DTLR
Transport Statistics Personal Travel
Room 2/17, Great Minster House
76 Marsham Street
London
SW1P 4DR
Telephone: 020 7944 4589
Road Accidents Great Britain - The Casualty Report 2001

This report, published in October, contains final figures giving detailed information on the number of people killed and injured in road accidents in Great Britain in 2001.  Key points are:

· 3,450 people were killed on Britain’s roads in 2001, 1% more than in 2000.  The number of people seriously injured fell to 37,110, 3% lower than in 2000.  Total casualties in 2001 were 313,309, 2% fewer than in 2000

· 28 more children were killed on the roads in 2001 than in 2000, an increase of 15%.  Most of the increase was among children in cars.  The total number of children killed or seriously injured fell by 4% 

· Provisional estimates indicate that the number of deaths in accidents involving drink driving was 9% lower than in 2000.  Final estimates will be available next year.  Total casualties in drink drive accidents however rose by an estimated 2%

· Pedestrian casualties fell by 3% between 2000 and 2001 and the number of killed or seriously injured pedestrians was down 5%.  13% of all road accident casualties and almost a quarter of those who died in road accidents were pedestrians

· In 2001, the number of casualties among users of two wheeled motor vehicles rose by 2% compared with 2000 but the number of deaths fell by 4% to 583, and the number of serious injuries fell by 1%, despite an estimated 9% increase in traffic 

· Pedal cyclist casualties in 2001 fell by 7% from the 2000 level.  The number of cyclists killed or seriously injured fell by 3% overall, however the number of fatalities rose by 11.

The report provides more detailed information about accident circumstances, vehicle involvement and the consequent casualties. It also shows some of the important trends in numbers of accidents and casualties. Three articles are included this year:

· The first article monitors progress towards the Government’s casualty reduction targets for 2010.  In 2001 the number of people killed or seriously injured was 15% below the 1994-98 average; the number of children killed or seriously injured was 27% below the 1994-98 average; and the slight casualty rate was 6% below the 1994-98 average

· The second article presents provisional figures for road casualties in accidents involving drink driving in 2001 and the final estimates for 2000

· The last article reports on the progress of the National Statistics Quality Review of the STATS19 statistical system and reports on the main areas where change is being considered. 

This report, published by the Stationery Office, price £25 provides a fuller account of road casualties in Great Britain than the summary of provisional statistics published in June.

Bus passenger journeys 2001/02

Provisional figures, published in October, for the year ending 31 March 2002 show that the number of local bus passenger journeys in England increased by 1% from 3,761 million in 2000/01 to 3,798 million in 2001/02.  Patronage in London grew by 5.5% in the last year.  Patronage in England outside London has fallen by 1.6%.

The table below shows trends in patronage (passenger journeys) over the last 4 years:

Local bus passenger journeys (millions)

 
1998/99
1999/00
2000/01
2001/02

England
3,719
3,732
3,761
3,798

   % change
-1.4
0.3
0.8
1.0

London
1,279
1,307
1,359
1,434

   % change
-1.2
2.2
4.0
5.5

GB
4,248
4,281
4,309
4,341

   % change
-1.9
0.8
0.7
0.7

Bus patronage in England has increased in each of the last three years and is now 79 million passenger journeys higher than the lowest point in 1998/99; and patronage in London is 12% higher than in 1998/99.

The 10-Year Plan for Transport published in July 2000 set a target of a 10% increase in bus patronage in England by 2010.  Following the 2002 spending review, the Department’s PSA on local public transport has combined the previous targets for bus and light rail patronage and is now: ‘an increase in use of more than 12% by 2010 compared with 2000 levels’.

The 2001/02 figures are provisional.  The finalised, more detailed statistics will be published in a Transport Statistics Bulletin at the end of November.

Maritime Statistics 2001
Traffic at UK ports fell by 1% in 2001 to 566 million tonnes, according to a DfT report issued in October. 

The report includes about 100 tables, plus text, charts and a map of UK ports.  Its statistics of UK port traffic and UK and world merchant fleets show that, at the end of 2001 the UK registered trading fleet was 14% higher than a year earlier at 4.3 million deadweight tonnage.  Selected highlights are:

· Inwards traffic rose by 13 Mt (4%) to 329 Mt, while outwards traffic fell by 19 Mt (7%) to 237 Mt

· Traffic at major ports (those which handle over one million tonnes cargo a year) totalled 549 Mt, accounting for 97% of all UK port traffic in 2001

· Bulk fuels accounted for 53% of all major ports traffic, other bulks for 18% and container & Ro-Ro traffic for 24% 

· Leading ports by tonnage in 2001 were: Grimsby & Immingham (54.8 Mt); Tees & Hartlepool (50.8 Mt); London (50.7 Mt); Forth (41.6 Mt); and Southampton (35.7 Mt)

· There was no change in container traffic at the biggest UK container port, Felixstowe, which handled 1.9 million containers on lift-on/lift-off and conventional services.  Dover, the leading roll-on roll-off port recorded a 9% increase in road goods vehicle and unaccompanied trailer unit movements totalling 1.8 million

· International sea passenger journeys fell by 3% to 28.3 million

· The number of ship arrivals was virtually unchanged at 154,000 

· Accompanied passenger car traffic fell by 3% to 6.6 million

· Of the 594 trading vessels owned by UK companies, 140 were tankers, accounting for 39% of the deadweight tonnage of UK owned trading vessels.  There were also 138 Ro-Ro vessels, 77 container ships and 37 passenger vessels

· A total of 1,527 vessels were on the UK register with deadweight tonnage of 5.5 million.  52 container vessels accounted for over half this tonnage

· World tonnage of trading vessels increased by 3% in 2001 to 813 million deadweight tonnes.

Copies of this report are available from The Stationery Office bookshops and accredited agents, price £35, or from the Transport Statistics website at www.transtat.dft.gov.uk/tables/2002/mtime02/index.htm.

Transport Statistics Great Britain 2002 - 28th Edition

The 28th edition of the Government’s compendium of transport statistics for Great Britain, published in October, brings together the majority of National Statistics produced by Transport Statistics in DfT.  The information in this publication, generally relating to 2001, is available in the Transport Statistics sub-domain of the DfT web-site www.transtat.dft.gov.uk.

Highlights from the report include:

· The average British resident travelled over 6,800 miles a year in 1999/2001, an increase of 5% since 1989/91.  Car (including van and lorry) travel now accounts for 82% of total annual mileage
· Petrol consumption for cars was about 30 mpg (9 litres/100km) in 1999/2001.  Cars under two years old averaged 32 mpg, compared with 29 mpg for those over eight years old.  In contrast, diesel cars averaged 39 mpg (7 litres/100km)

· Energy consumption by transport was 55 million tonnes of oil equivalent in 2001 - this represented 34% of all UK energy use 

· The number of vehicles taxed for use on Britain’s roads had reached 29.7 million by the end of 2001, of which over 25 million were motorcars

· The proportion of households without access to a car in Great Britain declined from 32% in 1991 to 26% in 2001.  Over this period, the proportion with one car remained almost constant, at about 45%, but 27% of households now have two or more cars compared with 23% ten years ago

· The number of people holding full driving licences has continued to increase, reaching 32 million in 1999/2001 (71% of the population aged 17 and over).  Overall, 82% of men hold licences.  Licence holding among women increased from 49% in 1989/91 to 60% in 1999/2001

· Road freight accounts for four-fifths of goods lifted (tonnes) and two-thirds of goods moved (tonne-kilometres)

· 157 billion tonne-kilometres of goods were moved by road in 2001, a 1% decrease since 2000

· 2.1 million tonnes of cargo were handled at UK airports in 2001, a decrease of 8% since 2000

· 573 million tonnes of cargo were handled at British ports in 2000 – 1% more than in 1999, and 16% higher than a decade ago

· Between 1991 and 2001, the number of powered vehicles travelling to mainland Europe on roll-on/roll-off ferry services or through the Channel Tunnel, more than doubled.  In 2001, 84% of powered goods vehicles travelling to Europe disembarked in France

· In 2001, motorways in Great Britain (accounting for less than 1% of total road length) carried 20% of total traffic and 42% of goods vehicle traffic. More than half of articulated goods vehicles traffic was on motorways

· In uncongested conditions, nearly one in five car drivers on motorways exceeded the speed limit by more than 10 miles per hour in 2001; the corresponding figure for non built-up dual carriageway A roads was one in eight

· The number of road users killed or seriously injured in 2001 decreased again, to a level 28% below that in 1991

· Passenger kilometres on national railways increased by 2% from 38.2 billion in 2000/01 to 39.1 billion in 2001/02

· There were 4.3 billion passenger journeys on local bus services in 2000/01, the most recent year for which complete survey data are available. This level has remained fairly stable in recent years following a long term decline, with bus patronage having fallen to half that of 1970

· Despite the terrorists attacks in the USA, there were increases in UK air transport activity in 2001.  Compared with 2000, air transport movements were 2% higher and passenger numbers 1% higher.  However, 8% less air cargo was handled. 

The report is available from the TSO and accredited agents, price £34.



News

Improved Transportation Decisions With TranStats

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) offered in September a major step forward in electronic government with the unveiling of TranStats, a new website providing one-stop data shopping through access to more than 100 transportation-related data bases.

By reducing the time needed for data gathering, TranStats will increase the time available for analysis.  By providing easy linkages across many data sets, TranStats can help achieve new insights on transportation. The new website is aimed at transportation researchers and analysts.
TranStats offers analysts several unique features:

· A searchable index of more than 100 transportation-related databases from every mode of transportation, with many social and demographic data sets that are commonly used in transportation analysis

· Selective download: the ability to choose variables of interest and download the data directly to a personal computer for analysis using any database, spreadsheet, or statistical package

· Online data documentation: profiles on each database, summary information about the tables that comprise a database, data definitions and
code information for data variables
· Interactive analytical tools: the ability to do simple statistical summaries, create time series or cross tabulations, generate graphics online, and cut and paste the results into reports
· Interactive mapping to help visualize geographic data
A mapping center with the full National Transportation Atlas Data Base, as well as applications for easily mapping DOT Grants and several other key data sets.  The website is at www.transtats.bts.gov
Users can explore data on TranStats by transportation mode or by subject areas, use keyword searches to find relevant data sets, and get online help.  All data in TranStats are indexed with a transportation thesaurus and links to other transportation research are reached through BTS’ National Transportation Library.  For more information contact  David Smallen, on (from England) 00 1 202 366-5568



Seminar: UK railway statistics – use and availability

This seminar was held on Wednesday 12th June 2002 at the then DTLR HQ in Marsham Street.  Peter Norgate from the transport consultancy, Mott MacDonald, set the scene, giving a presentation on the statistical challenges for consultants in the UK rail market.  Anthony Craggs and Paul Gaught from the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) then outlined the collection and use of statistics within the Authority.

I was not present at the seminar myself, so the following rather bald account has been pieced together from a copy of the presentation material of the speakers from the SRA, and from some notes taken by a member of the audience, Fred Hitchins.

Anthony Craggs and Paul Gaught broke down their presentation under five heads:

· Passenger usage:

· Passenger Kilometres, Journeys and Revenue

· Source: CAPRI (Computer Analysis of Passenger Revenue Information)

· ORCATS allocation process

· Strengths/weaknesses

· Adjustments to raw data

· Temporal Disaggregation

· Seasonal Adjustment

· Detailed outputs:

· Region to region etc

· Detailed CAPRI download information

· Uses of the data:

· Publication

· Monitoring

· Analysis

· Performance:

· Public Performance Measure (PPM)

· Trains ‘on time’ against planned

· Improvements on charter data

· Future developments

· Uses of the data:

· Publications

· Performance regimes

· Prices:

· Rail Fares Price Index

· What the Fares Index measures

· Why the SRA needs a Fares Index

·  Methodology:

· Based-weighted Index (weights updated annually)

· Derivation of weights

· Filters

· Earnings threshold

· Matching to prices/final filter

· Index calculations

· Caveats

· Travel surveys: 

· London Area Transport Survey:

· Background to LATS

· Survey methodology

· Coverage (geographic, temporal)

· Information collected

· Data availability/timetable

· Other rail statistics:

· National Passenger Survey

· Freight

· Complaints data, NRES

· Passengers in Excess of Capacity (PIXC)

· Financial data

· EU Regulation

Finally came a question-and-answer session, from which the following points emerged:

· Essentially, information could be more readily available from better systems although there have been improvements reconciling differences between systems

· Planet – Model from SRA (underlying dataset is from Capri) and can be licensed from SRA

· Moira – Different versions from different TOCs

· Peter Gordon of AA Technology, who developed MOIRA, said that air statistics were much better. Travel cards overstate.  Total point to point traffic excludes travel cards.  There should be a diary of travel cards.  Information is available but not always correct

· Why should there not be financial (revenue?) information from ATOC?  There used to be, but it was stopped 2 years ago, without a reason given.  Anthony Craggs promised to send the reason why financial information is not available

· Analysing CAPRI is difficult - giving out disaggregated data is a problem because it needs interpretation.  Bettter to work on a project by project basis. [According to Paul Hadley (ORR) the reason why Railtrack don’t give disaggregated data is that Railtrack has changed the basis.]

· London Terminal counts do not include all journeys as people get off train early

· There are no training courses in Capri, as it was to be replaced by Leonard 

· Confidentiality: is it at an operator level? - Gatwick Express is available

· Are the data needed actually collected?  According to Edward Goddard (SWT) SRA has all counts by operator but after Hatfield ATOC dried up

· Jonathan Pugh said that high level monthly information was available.  Capri is difficult to extract information from. Promised a new extraction system in the last last years

· Peter White (University of Westminster) said that NTS figures were 15% lower than those of Capri. Use of trains in London by TOC needed.  Smart card technology could generate better information in future

· Ed Goddard said that data were getting better and so was reconciliation between surveys

· Simon Lister claimed that it was all right to get data if inside ATOC, but much more difficult if outside.  There was an opportunity for a data aggregator disaggregator

· Jonathan Pugh - DfT is doing something on a matrix of sources for statistics

· According to John Dickson Simpson (Transport Press) freight statistics were even worse than passenger figures due to confidentiality.   

Seminar: The South Coast Corridor Multi-Modal Study

Dr Paul Read, a Technical Director with the Halcrow Group, was the speaker at a seminar held on Tuesday 8th October 2002 at the DfT in Ashdown House, Victoria Street, London.  Peter Norgate has provided me with the following lightly edited note of the proceedings.

The South Coast Multimodal Study (SoCoMMS) has been aimed to develop a better transport system for the South Coast between Southampton and Ramsgate.  Halcrow, working for the Government Office for the SouthEast, has undertaken the study.  The following issues were addressed during the seminar:

· The study started in April 2001 and its final recommendations were given in Summer 2002

· It dealt with economically diverse areas and corridors

· It also faced various social issues.  For example, the study area had quite a number of elderly people as compared to other areas.  Study area had major areas of deprivation, such as Brighton and Hastings.

· Following was the comparison of movement by road and rail

Movement
By road (%)
By rail (%)

Local movement
67
29

Study area to other
4
3

Study area to area of influence
20
18

Through movement*
0
0

Adjacent county movement
6
9

Study area to London
3
40

* was area of concern to consultants

Transport Problems included:

· Dependency on car

· Decentralisation facilities

· Lack of use of public transport because of

· Lack of investment

· Poor quality of service

· High travel time

· Reliability

Other major issues were:

· Regeneration

· Environment

· Future

· Increased household income and leisure time

· Increased demand for new housing

· Major development at Ashford

Even if nothing is done, travel demand is estimated to increase by 30% by 2016 and 48% by 2030.

Strategy was based on “Top down” and “Bottom up” approach, in conformity with Government policy

The strategy elements were:

· Local Initiatives

· Safer routes to school

· Travel awareness

· Green travel plans

· Pedestrian, cycle tracks improvement 

· Internet shopping and home working

· Local PT Improvement

· Quality Bus Partnerships

· Frequency

· Improved interchanges

· LRT System between Brighton and Hove

· Strategic rail improvement, including:

· Frequency enhancement: East-West rail services

· Overlapping sectors

· Southampton to Ashford: ½ hour fast service

· Additional platforms

· New stations

· Targeted roads (a new motorway was thought of, but the idea was discarded because of environment issues)

· Tackle key congestion hot spots

· Removing the bottlenecks on the A-27 (Bypasses for Chichester, Arundle, Worthing; and grade separator for level crossing at Beddingham)

· Improvement to the operations of M27

· Improvement between Bexhill and Hastings

· Improvement to the eastern approach to Dover

· Local Safety Schemes

· Freight movement enhancement

· Ensuring balance

· Charging was looked into at key congestion hotspots

Cost Analysis:

Sector
Cost (£m)

Highway
594

Local Transport
99

LRT
283

Rail
108

Bus
26

Total
1110

· Model used “emmey2”
· Model validation is deliberately not put on Internet
· NPV - £1.8Bn
· BCR - 2.8:1
* * *

After the presentation, attendees asked Dr Read the following questions:

Q:
How did you get people’s feedback?

A:
Through public consultations, local workshops, newsletters, etc.  Representatives from key groups also gave their feedback

Q:
Q: What was the real estimate of through (end to end) traffic?

A:
There were few PT users for end to end.  From highway matrices (roadside interview) it was estimated for roads.  Market research was also carried out for revealed preference

Q:
Brighton to Dover “Stage Coast facility” failed. Why?  Did you analyse it?

A:
Yes we did.  Operators are satisfied.  Travel time is 1-1½ hours; and although it is 2 hours by bus, the bus service is better

Q:
What is the reaction of Environmental lobby?

A:
Their no. was 2 out of 20 in SG.  Rationale was explained to them.  They were of the view that any road scheme is bad.  They were pushing for stronger area-wide demand management.  Even Park and Ride was not acceptable.  Then GOMMMS Appraisal was shown to them

Q:
Does it supersede the earlier study on A27?

A:
No, not exactly

Q:
When will implementation of this Balance Package take place?

A:
Authorities are ready to go.  A number of things are awaiting Minister’s approval

Q:
What does BCR 2.8:1 mean.  Is it good?

A:
Yes

Q:
What are the major savings?

A:
Travel time, congestion savings, etc

Q:
What about freight operators?

A:
Port managers were asked about major trucking movements and accordingly were considered

Q:
To travel from one end of the study corridor to the other you require 5 changes.  How can you estimate end to end traffic accurately for rail as database won’t tell you?  Did you consider interchange penalties? Did you refer to chapter 21 of the Economic theory of railways?  When I (Mr Whitaker) worked on the Robin Hood line I estimated the existence of 30% of such traffic that otherwise was zero according to rail data

A:
Market research gave us revealed preference data.  Two parameters were considered: a) London; b) East-West section.  Yes, the above approach should be followed.

Q:
How did you estimate accident benefits?

A:
Using COBA

Q:
Did you consider sea link as an alternative to road and rail during the study?

 A:
Yes, initially, but as there was not much end to end movement it was discarded.

Q:
Could you please give subsidy figures required for PT, Bus, LRT Schemes?  or whether or not it is required for the schemes that were put ahead?

A:
Yes, subsidy is required, but figures are not known (presumably they will be huge.) 



ACCESS TO CARDIFF AIRPORT

The Institute of Logistics and Transport held a discussion on this topic on 17 October 2002 in Cardiff Bay.  I have received an account of the event on behalf of Clive Williams, Secretary, Rail Passengers Committee, Wales; and as it has transport statistics concerns I reproduce a shortened version below.

For the key issue of transport in Wales, it is important that the Welsh Assembly Government gives direction and leadership.  The Welsh Assembly Government can only deal with the problems of our geography, traffic congestion and emissions by using and developing all forms of Welsh transport in a co-ordinated way.

The Transport Framework for Wales, 2001 sets out the need for an integrated transport system of good quality that provides:

· Strategic infrastructure to help us meet our economic requirements

· Reduced isolation for those with limited access to a car or public transport; and

· More choices about how to travel, which will help reduce the impact of transport on the environment.

Efficient public transport is an essential component for delivering all of this for Wales.  It is also integral to making the Welsh contribution to the global reduction of harmful emissions.  It is worth remembering that around 30% of households in Wales do not possess a car and this increases to 40% in more deprived communities.  

One long standing argument to explain Cardiff Airport’s relatively small usage, was that poor access links (by road, and public transport) to the airport dissuaded many people from travelling from Cardiff by air.  The DfT’s current Aviation Consultation Document states ‘that an economic impact study carried out in 1997 argued that improved road and rail links are vital to improve the performance of the airport.’  That statement provides support to the Rail Passengers Committee’s argument for the restoration of a full passenger service on the Vale of Glamorgan line, with a station re-opened at Rhoose, and a bus link from and to the airport.  Recent reports suggest the line will be open again to passenger services in the next couple of years.

The existing bus services that run from Cardiff to the airport should also not be forgotten.  Roughly providing an hourly service from Cardiff City Centre from 7 in the morning until 11 at night.  However, there is a view that their potential is not being utilised and that there are opportunities to review the service they provide.

The Committee has put forward proposals that provision for airport rail passengers should allow for passengers with large amounts of luggage.  The airport authorities themselves could consider ways in which they could help with the provision of appropriate trains for airport passengers, as BAA have done with the Heathrow Express.

The range of destinations accessible by train from Rhoose also needs consideration, as well as better facilities at Cardiff Central for passengers waiting for a train to the airport.  Similarly, there needs to be research into what the frequency of the rail service should be on the Vale of Glamorgan line - if it is to attract people to use the train to get to and from Cardiff.  (We accept, however, the cost implications and value for money arguments about having a better than hourly service).  What do users of the airport think the minimum frequency of trains should be?  It is generally accepted that a fifteen minute frequency which exists on the busiest sections of the Valley Lines network is sufficient to create the ‘turn up and go’ culture.  However, if, as would probably be the case, it is likely that the best frequency on the Vale of Glamorgan one could achieve is one of a train every thirty minutes - would this be attractive enough to get people to travel by train to the airport?

The same logic of whether this frequency is sufficient to attract people to the airport by public transport applies to the current hourly bus service from Cardiff Central Bus Station to the Airport.  How angry would you be as an air passenger making your way to either the bus departure point, or Rhoose Station, to see your bus, or train, has just left and you have a minimum 30 minute wait for the next one?  You are as likely to choose on leaving the airport to catch a taxi, or have decided beforehand to have driven and parked your car at the airport.  It would also be worth reconsidering the bus routeing, and developing the bus waiting facilities at Cardiff Airport and Central Bus Station.

The rail industry and public transport industry at large will be looking at all these issues in the next months and years when Cardiff International’s passenger numbers grow.  In the meantime, the Committee would urge the airport and airlines to do all within its powers to improve public transport by looking at the following ideas:

· Funding extra bus services and promotion of existing ones.  One suggestion would be to ensure that anyone booking a flight or holiday that involves use of the airport should be sent a leaflet giving full details of public transport services to/from the airport.  How many people drive because they are aware of the express bus services operated by the likes of Cardiff Bus and Shamrock from the City Centre and the Airport, and the competitive fare?

· Encouraging the Wales Tourist Board and other tourist-promoting agencies to advertise the public transport on offer from Cardiff Airport

· Discouraging the airport from building more car parking spaces at the airport.  Although car parks generate extra revenue for the airport, they do not meet government objectives of increasing public transport usage and effecting modal shift.  Any increase in the amount of car parking must be accompanied with funding improvements to public transport access to the airport.

Public transport has a major part in helping Cardiff Airport and the airlines that serve it to meet their potential.  It is easier to improve public transport access to Cardiff than it is to Bristol, and this alone offers a competitive advantage to Cardiff.  It is up to all concerned to ensure that that potential is allowed to develop.



Membership survey

It is important that the TSUG Committee is guided by the wishes of its members.  To facilitate this a short members survey has been placed on the web at:

http://www.irn-research.com/tsugsurvey.htm
It would be appreciated if you could complete the survey as soon as possible and no later than 30th November 2002, so that the results can be used as a basis of informed discussion at the AGM.

Many thanks.

AGM

Our current Chairman, Peter Norgate, has written:

The TSUG AGM will follow the next seminar on 3rd December at 1630.  It is your opportunity to help focus the direction of TSUG, to raise concerns or even to praise the committee on the work over the last 12 months.  The committee and officers is re-elected every year, and so again you have the opportunity to offer your services or propose someone else to help out - another willing pair of hands is always welcome.  This year, too, you will be electing a new chair, as reluctantly, I have decided to stand down due to pressures of work.  I believe the new chair needs about 2 days a month to fulfil the challenges (primarily acting as a figurehead for TSUG in discussions with the Statistics Commission, the Statistics User Council and ONS, and also overseeing the administration of our group). Volunteers would be welcome whether for the committee or as an officer - if you want to know more, please contact me.

Peter Norgate


Dates for your diary

3 Dec 2002
TSUG seminar at Great Minster House on Road freight QA and foreign freight – to be followed by the TSUG’s AGM

15 Jan 2003
TSUG seminar at Great Minster House on Road accidents

12 Mar 2003
TSUG seminar at Great Minster House on Statistics and modelling for UK airport planning

7-10 Apr 2003
‘Smart moving’, an International Congress on Intelligent Transport Systems at the NEC, Birmingham.  Registration forms will be available from November 2002.  For information on registration and other matters, please contact CPEM, 1 Chapel Street, Harbury, Leamington Spa, Warwickshire CV33 9HT.  Tel: 01926 614420

9 Apr 2003
TSUG seminar at Great Minster House on ONS preferred sources

4 Jun 2003
TSUG seminar at Great Minster House on Key Performance Indicators for Local Transport Plans



Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 61 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Fax: 01722 503007

Email: liswoods@aol.com



Appendix:

DfT Statistical Publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the remainder of this year by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.

November
Traffic in GB, Q3 2002

Road goods vehicles travelling to mainland Europe, Q3 2002

Bulletin of public transport statistics, GB, 2002

Regional transport statistics, 2002

Waterborne freight in the United Kingdom, 2001

















































