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Editorial

For the second newsletter in succession I have had nothing to report in the section ‘News of members’.  This is not altogether surprising, as only two members now send me details of their activities, and they rarely meet the quite restrictive criteria for inclusion.  I propose to discontinue this section unless I hear from any of you that you value this service (or unless some irresistible material comes my way before the next issue).
For the rest, I am always open to suggestions for improvement.  Please contact me with your ideas.

Publications

Traffic in Great Britain – 3rd Quarter 2004 

The DfT published in November National Statistics on road traffic in Great Britain, including analyses by vehicle type and road class, for the third quarter of 2004.  These provisional figures indicate that estimated traffic levels rose by 2.1% between the third quarter of 2003 and the third quarter of 2004.  This is the same rate of growth recorded over the year to the second quarter of 2004.  It is estimated that the underlying growth rate since 1999 has been between 1 and 2% per annum.  Other key results include: 

· Car traffic rose by about 1% over the year to the third quarter of 2004
· Light van and goods vehicle traffic were an estimated 5% higher in the third quarter of 2004 than in the corresponding period of 2003
· Traffic on motorways grew by 1% between the third quarter of 2003 and the third quarter of 2004

· Urban A roads recorded a 4% growth in traffic over the same period, and there were rises of 3% on minor rural roads and minor urban roads
This Statistics Bulletin is available free from DfT, SR2, Zone 2/14, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 3095).  

Quarterly road traffic statistics – including the latest estimates of road traffic statistics at local authority level, together with corresponding figures for casualties in road accidents - can be viewed at the following address: www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/roadtraff. Traffic figures at local level are less robust than the regional and national totals, and are being provided to enable the calculation and monitoring of road casualty rates for individual local authorities. 
The quarterly estimates are based mainly on data from 188 automatic traffic counters in the road at 160 sites.  They are provisional and so are subject to revision. 

Road Goods Vehicles travelling to Mainland Europe – Third Quarter 2004

The DfT published in November National Statistics that showed that for the third quarter of 2004:
· The total number of vehicles travelling to main-land Europe was 687,900 - 2% up on the previous quarter, and 6% up on the third quarter of 2003
· 492,100 of this total were powered vehicles - 4% up on the previous quarter, and 9% up on the third quarter of 2003
· The number of unaccompanied trailers decreased by 2% from both the previous quarter and from the third quarter of 2003
· The 118,400 UK registered vehicles accounted for 24% of all powered vehicles, compared with 26% (115,700) a year ago
Survey results are broken down by country of vehicle registration, by country of disembarkation and by GB port group.  Separate figures are given for powered vehicles and unaccompanied trailers. 

The report is available free of charge from Lisa Ayers, Transport Statistics Freight Division, tel: 0117 372 8484, Email: lisa.ayers@dft.gsi.gov.uk and from the DfT website
Regional Transport Statistics 2004

In November the DfT published a National Statistics publication that brought together a wide range of GB transport statistics at Government Office Region and Former Metropolitan County level.  Regional variations are complex, because of widely varying local circumstances, including differences in economy, population structure and density, and transport systems.  London, in particular, is very distinctive in transport terms.  The publication represents a rich and varied source of transport statistics at regional level and is available on the DfT website.  A wide range of tables, maps, charts and summary points are presented, covering the following areas: 

· Personal travel, including a selection of regional information from the National Travel Survey
· Public transport, including tables using information collected from public transport operators

· Road vehicles, including stock and first registrations, and vehicle crime
· Road traffic, including traffic and traffic speeds by region
· Roads, including road lengths and road condition by region
· Road Safety, including regional casualty figures for different types of road users
· Freight, including road goods moved and lifted by origin and destination, and freight traffic at ports
· Air, including passenger and freight movements by region
· General, including regional population, household numbers and economic data.

Regional Transport Statistics 2004 - the fourth annual edition of this publication - was compiled by the staff of Transport Statistics with contributions from other Government Departments.  It generally provides updated information relating to 2003, and is intended to complement the information that was published in Transport Statistics Great Britain 2004 in October 2004.  These, and other statistics publications, can be found at www.dft.gov.uk/transtat. 

It is available free of charge from DfT (tel: 020 7944 3096 or e-mail subnational.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk), in paper or electronic formats.  Excel versions of the individual data tables are being made available for downloading from the DfT website or on request. 

Public Transport Statistics Bulletin: Great Britain 2004 Edition 

The DfT published in November (a busy month!) National Statistics on public transport that showed: 

· Passenger journeys on local buses in England rose by 2.3% in the last year.  Over the same period, passenger journeys on light rail systems in England increased by 4.2% 

· Following the 2004 spending review, the Department’s PSA on local public transport has been restated: ‘By 2010, increase the use of public transport (bus and light rail) by more than 12% in England compared with 2000 levels, with growth in every region’.  In the three years to 2003/04, public transport usage increased by 6.3% 

· In London bus passenger journeys grew by 10.4% in the last year, whilst in England outside London they fell by 3.0% 

· The size of the bus and coach (PSV) fleet continues to increase, with nearly 96,000 vehicles registered with DVLA at the end of June 2003.  There was an increase in the percentage of low floor buses in the fleet from 29% in 2002/03 to 39% in 2003/04.  The target agreed with the bus industry is that 50% of buses should be low floor by 2010
· Concessionary fare bus permit take-up by the elderly was 57% in 2003, unchanged since 2002
· Local bus fares increased by 1% in real terms in England in 2003/04, though in London there was a real terms fall of 1%
· The number of licensed taxis in England rose to over 63,000, up 6% since the Department’s previous survey in 2002 

· Investment in the rail industry increased to £5.5 billion in 2003/04, up by nearly a quarter in real terms on 2002/03
· National Rail use increased, with just over one billion passenger journeys made in 2003/04, a rise of 3.9% on the previous year.

The publication Public Transport Statistics Bulletin: Great Britain 2004 Edition is available from Department for Transport, Statistics Travel Division
3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street
London SW1P 4DR, Tel 020 7944 4139
e-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk

Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the DfT website, which now includes detailed statistics relating to concessionary fare schemes, taxi licensing arrangements and disabled parking badges. 
Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom 2003 
The DfT also published in November National Statistics on freight traffic on UK inland waters, freight traffic carried around the UK coast, traffic to and from UK oil and gas offshore installations, and sea dredging.  The report shows that in 2003:
· 47 million tonnes of cargo were carried on inland waters (including non-seagoing traffic, and sea- going traffic crossing into inland waterways)
· inland waters traffic has declined over the last decade in terms of both goods lifted and goods moved (the tonnage of the cargo lifted multiplied by the distance travelled), by 20% 

· 47.4 million tonnes of goods were lifted on inland waters, a fall of 3% on 2002, and goods moved fell by 5% to 1.6 billion tonne-kilometres.  The fall is mainly due to the decline in liquid and dry bulks traffic on inland waters
· non-seagoing traffic fell by 20% to 3.2 million tonnes in terms of goods lifted, largely due to the ending of some contracts for the movement of coal on the Aire & Calder Navigation.  In terms of goods moved, however, non-seagoing traffic remained at 0.18 billion tonne kilometres 

· sea-going traffic crossing into inland waterways fell by 2% (tonnes lifted) to 44.2 million tonnes and fell by 5% (goods moved) to 1.4 billion tonne-kilometres
· total water transport, including inland waters and coastwise traffic, UK offshore oil and gas, and sea dredging, accounted for 6% of goods lifted, and 24% of goods moved by all modes of transport in the UK 

· crude petroleum and petroleum products dominated total waterborne freight traffic, amounting to 46.9 billion tonne-kilometres of goods moved, or 77% of all waterborne freight
· UK registered ships handled 13.2 million tonnes of coastwise and UK offshore oil cargoes, 16% of the total. 

· the Thames was the busiest of the major inland waterways accounting for 18.1 million tonnes of goods lifted and 0.71 billion tonne kilometres of goods moved.

This is the latest in an annual series of reports which includes a number of new coloured maps of major estuaries. 

Waterborne Freight in the United Kingdom 2003 is available free from the Department’s Maritime Statistics Branch, Zone 2/19 Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London SW1P 4DR (tel: 020 7944 3087) or from the Transport Statistics web site at http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_transstats/documents/page/dft_transstats_032856.hcsp/
Sea Passenger Statistics: Third Quarter 2004 

The DfT published in December National Statistics on sea passengers travelling on short-sea routes.   During the third quarter of 2004 there were: 

· 9.4 million international sea passenger journeys to and from the UK, 1% lower than the corresponding quarter last year.  Arrivals and departures to the UK each totalled 4.7 million
· 5.0 million international passenger journeys through Dover (52% of all international passenger journeys), 1% higher than the corresponding quarter last year.  There were 1.3 million international journeys through Portsmouth, the next largest port for international sea passenger traffic (1% higher than the same quarter last year)

· 1.4 million domestic sea passenger journeys between Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Isle of Man and the Channel Islands, 3% lower than the same quarter last year.
For comparison, during the same period there were 4.2 million passenger journeys through the Channel Tunnel (5% higher than the same quarter last year). See International and domestic sea passengers on short sea routes1,2: 1995-2004
Information on sea passenger traffic (the number of passenger arrivals and departures to and from UK ports and associated number of sailings, by route) is collected by the DfT from UK ferry operators and agents, in a statutory survey.  Information given for 2004 is provisional.
Sea passenger information is also published annually in Maritime Statistics and Transport Statistics Great Britain.  Summary quarterly information is also published by ONS in the Monthly Digest of Statistics. 

Copies of the bulletin are available from the Maritime Statistics Branch in DfT (telephone: 020 7944 4121).  It is also available from the Department’s website: http://www.dft.gov.uk/transtat/maritime/ . 

The contact for Sea Passenger inquiries is Steve Wellington (telephone: 020-7944 4131; Email: steve.wellington@dft.gov.uk).
Transport Trends: 2004 Edition
The DfT published in December the seventh edition of this National Statistics publication, which provides an introduction to the major trends in domestic transport and travel in Great Britain.  It presents an overview of key trends over the past twenty years, and highlights some of the key issues.  It is intended as a companion volume to Transport Statistics Great Britain, which has reference tables with more detailed figures and, in some cases, longer time trends.  The following topics are covered: 
· Roads, vehicles and congestion 

· Personal travel by mode 

· Public transport 

· Variation in personal travel and access to services 

· Freight and logistics 

· Ports and airports 

· Safety 

· Health and the environment

The complete publication, including a brief summary and all the data underlying the graphics, can be found on the Department’s website.  It illustrates longer-term trends and also presents a wider range of statistical analysis to help put key policy targets and their trends into a broader context.  Transport Trends also reports on those of the government’s sustainable development indicators which are most relevant to transport.
It is available free from DfT (tel: 020 7944 4846, or e-mail publicationgeneral.enq@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  It can also be found on the DfT website.
[Ed: This 113-page publication was sent to me in paper form, and I have been reading it with some interest.  I have a number of observations:
· Its appearance is unremarkable: it is printed on cheap, probably recycled, paper, and its cover is utilitarian.  This is not a complaint.  I think it admirable that the Department’s limited resources be spent on content rather than gloss.  The content is presented without fuss, with plenty of graphics in which colour is used to aid clarity.
· The title is misleading.  With the omission of just 7 pages the publication could have been called Passenger Transport Trends and be done with it.  The 7 pages contain a reasonable amount of information about tonnages and tonne kilometres of all goods moved by main modes of transport; but virtally nothing about the number, size or type of vehicles used in moving freight; nothing about how much was moved in own account or hired vehicles; very little on the commodity breakdown of freight traffic (just 3 categories: petroleum products; coal and coke; and other); nothing on inter-national freight movement; nothing on air freight; and so on.  And why are 2 of these precious 7 pages devoted to the interesting but hardly core subject of road freight efficiency - average payloads, and lading factor and empty running percentages over the last 22 years?  Is this a ‘sustainable development indicator’?  We should be told!
· I believe that an expanded introduction would be useful, explaining more fully the rationale for the selection of statistics.  For, although the deficiencies in the freight sector are lamentable (presumably because the Government has set so few targets for freight), there are omissions elsewhere too - no data, for example, on the cost of personal transport, though investment in transport infrastructure is reasonably well covered.  The presentation of material in Transport Trends is less detailed, more graphic and easier to understand at a glance than that in TSGB; but TT is more than just a child’s version of TSGB, and contains much information not to be found in its sister publication -  including, for example, the two road freight efficiency tables I mentioned above.
All in all, though I feel that the choice of content is somewhat arbitrary, the uncluttered clarity of what is presented makes this a more than usually pleasurable document to handle.  It could be very useful for readers who want to appreciate the broad picture and do not need the level of detail given by TSGB and the more specialist Dft publications.]
Vehicle Excise Duty Evasion 2004
The DfT published in December National Statistics which showed that:
· In Great Britain, the estimated proportion of revenue from Vehicle Excise Duty lost to evasion has fallen from 4.8% in 2002/3 to 3.4% in 2004/5

· Over 80% of the loss comes from private and light goods vehicles; in this category, the revenue loss has decreased by nearly 40% since 2002/3 and is 20% lower than in 1999/2000

· Evasion levels in Northern Ireland are around 10%, down from 12% in 2002/3. 

This report presents detailed results for different vehicle types, along with information on the way the survey was carried out. 
The survey involved contractors recording registration marks of vehicles at 256 road sites across the UK.  In total, over 1.3 million valid sightings of registration marks were collected, up over 50% on the 2002 survey and over 20% on the 1999 survey.  This means that results should be rather more robust than in previous surveys.  The marks were checked against the computer record of licensed status to determine the levels of traffic observed without a valid licence.  Information on traffic levels was then used to weight together the results from the different sites.
The procedures to estimate evasion in the total vehicle stock and hence the loss of revenue due to evasion have been changed from those used in earlier surveys.  Data from 1999 and 2002 have been recalculated, and in consequence, the estimate of the percentage of revenue lost in 2002 has risen from 4.5% to 4.8%.
Address enquiries about the survey to Michael Baxter of Statistics - Roads Division, Zone 2/16, Great Minster House, London SW1P 4DR.  Tel: 020 7944 6459; e-mail: Michael.Baxter@dft.gsi.gov.uk.
Copies are available free of charge from SR6 Branch in DfT (telephone: 020 7944 3077), e-mail: mailto:Mu.  It is also available from the DfT website
Bus Quality Indicators: England – July to September 2004
The DfT published in December National Statistics on passenger satisfaction, bus reliability and age of fleet. The key points, in seasonally-adjusted terms unless otherwise noted, are as follows:
· The average satisfaction score given by passengers for the bus journey just completed was 80 out of 100 in England, 83 in both Metropolitan and Non-Metropolitan areas and 76 in London. This is the highest rating ever achieved for Non-Metropolitan areas

· Satisfaction with reliability was unchanged on the previous quarter at 67 for England and 70 in London

· Satisfaction with bus stop information was unchanged for England as a whole with a score of 66.  Non-Metropolitan areas achieved their highest ever rating, up two points to 62, although in London satisfaction dropped two points to 72. These values relate to a target agreed with the bus industry, under which operators in England will seek to achieve year-on-year improvement in information at bus stops, based on DfT national passenger satisfaction survey ratings during the period 2000 to 2010
· The total percentage of mileage run excluding losses outside the operators’ control was 98.2% in the period (against a target of 99.5%), a decrease of 0.5 from the previous quarter, largely due to industrial action by bus drivers in South Yorkshire
· In London, lost mileage due to traffic congestion fell from 1.4 to 1.3%.  In England outside London, the proportion of mileage lost due to traffic congestion was unchanged, at 0.2% 

· The average age of buses as measured by the Confederation of Passenger Transport Operators (CPT) at 1 April 2004 was 7.2 years.  The CPT has committed its members in Great Britain to a target which aims to achieve and maintain an average fleet age of 8 years or less for their vehicles which are mainly used for local bus services.  The number of licensed buses and coaches at end-September 2004 rose above 100,000 for the first time, to 100,153. 

Bus Quality Indicators England: July to September 2004 is available free from DfT, ST1, Zone 3/09, Great Minster House, 76 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 4DR (Tel: 020 7944 4139).  Public transport statistics can be viewed by following the links from the DfT Website 

Household Transport in 2003: some Scottish Household Survey results

The main points from this Scottish Executive bulletin, published in November, are:
· In 2003, 69% of commuters said that they travelled to work by car or van (60% as a driver and 9% as a passenger), 13% walked, 11% went by bus, 3% took a train, 2% cycled and 2% used other modes of transport.  65% of men drove to work compared to 55% of women

· 56% of commuters who travelled by car or van said that they did so because it was the most convenient form of transport, 28% that it was the quickest method, 15% needed a car at work, 11% said it was the only method available 

· 44% of those who travelled to work by car or van said that they could use public transport.  The most common reasons they gave for not doing so were “takes too long” (59% of this sub group), “inconvenient” (40%), “no direct route” (31%), and “use own car” (20%).  For those who said that they could not use public transport the most common reasons given were: “no direct route” (38% of this sub group), “lack of service” (27%), “need a car for work” (23%), and “work unsocial hours” (22%) 

· Walking was reported to be the usual method of travel to school in 2002 for 53% of pupils, 22% were said to go by bus, 22% went by car or van, and only 1% cycled to school

· In 2003, two-thirds of households had one or more cars.  Car availability rose with income, from 37% of households with an annual net income of under £10,000 to 98% of those with an annual net household income of over £40,000. 57% of households in large urban areas had a car, compared with 82-83% of those in “rural” areas
· A third of households had one or more bicycles that adults could use.  It varied with annual net household income: from one-sixth of households with up to £10,000 per year to two-thirds of those with in excess of £40,000
· 65% of people aged 17+ were said to have a full driving licence in 2003: 77% of men, but only 56% of women.  57-59% of people aged between 30 and 49 drove every day
· 85% of all households were said to be up to 6 minutes walk away from a bus stop, and overall, 24% of householders said that there was a least one bus every 13 minutes.  43% of households in large urban areas said there was at least one bus every 13 minutes in contrast to 2% or fewer of those in rural areas and “remote” small towns
· 41% of adults had used a local bus service in the month prior to the interview.  16% had used a train during the same period.  12% of women and 8% of men used the bus every day or almost every day.  25% of 16-19 year olds used the bus every day or almost every day, compared to 6-11% of those aged 30 and above.  17% of those living in large urban areas used the bus every day or almost every day, compared with just 2-4% of those in rural areas or “remote” small towns
· 70% of bus users felt that bus fares were good value, whereas only 61% of rail users agreed that train fares were good value.  71% of bus users and 78% of rail users thought that their services ran on time

· In 2003, 44% of adults said that they had made a trip of more than a quarter of a mile by foot for pleasure or to keep fit (including walking a dog) in the previous seven days: 47% of men and 41% of women.  Only 4% of adults said that they had cycled for pleasure or to keep fit in the previous seven days: 6% of men and 2% of women
· In 2003, for those households that reported spending money on fuel for cars, the average amount spent in the past month was £78.  The average amount spent tended to rise with annual net household income: from a monthly average of £51 for households with an annual net income of up to £10,000, to £119 for those with an annual net household income of over £40,000
· 90% of drivers who shopped at a supermarket always used a car to do so
· 21% of adults had used a road map to plan a journey by car, van, motorcycle or bicycle in the previous month.  9% had asked a friend, and 8% had used route planning software or an internet journey planner.  11% of adults had used a timetable displayed at a station or a bus stop in the month prior to the interview.  5% had telephoned Traveline for travel information about journeys by bus, train or underground.  6% had used a timetable, 6% had asked a friend, and 4% had accessed the internet
· With results now available for five years one can see some trends emerging.  For example: the percentage of households with one or more cars available for private use rose from 62.9 to 67.0%.  However, as these results are from a sample survey some of the apparent trends could be the result of sampling variability.
Go to www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/latest for this bulletin.  Alternatively, hard copies may be bought, price £2.00, from Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1YS; or tel: 0131 622 8283.
Road Accidents Scotland 2003
According to this publication, published in November 2004, on Scotland’s roads in 2003 there were:

· 13,884 injury accidents in which 18,706 people were injured
· 3,271 people killed or seriously injured (331 of whom died)
· 11,722 casualties in cars, 184 of whom died
· 2,979 pedestrian casualties, of whom 63 were killed

· 1,113 motor cyclist casualties (of whom 50 were killed)
· 2,474 child casualties, 431 of whom were killed or seriously injured (17 of them died) 

· 1,198 child pedestrian casualties, of whom 272 were killed or seriously injured (5 died). 

Between 1993 and 2003:

· The number of fatal accidents fell by 17%, from 359 to 298; and the number of people killed fell from 399 to 331
· The total of fatal and serious accidents fell by 31%, from 4,010 to 2,780; and the total number of accidents (all severities) fell by 17%, from 16,685 to 13,884
· Although pedestrian and pedal cycle casualties fell, by 37% and 33% respectively, motor cycle casualties increased by 1%, from 1,105 to 1,113
· Casualties aged 60 and over fell by 15% from 2,717 to 2,320
· Children killed fell from 39 to 17; and child killed and seriously injured casualties fell by 44% from 776 to 431
· The total number of child pedestrian casualties fell by 40% from 1,982 to 1,198
· The estimated number of drink-drive accidents fell by 5%, from about 860 (in 1992) to roughly 820 (in 2002 - the latest year for which estimates are available), and the estimated number of people killed in such accidents fell from about 60 to around 50 in the same period
· The estimated total cost of all road accidents (including ‘damage only’ accidents) at 2003 prices fell by 23%, from £1,802 to £1,391 million. 

Over the longer-term:

· Between 1952 and 2003 (inclusive), just under 32,000 people were killed, and a total of about 1.345 million people were either killed or injured, in accidents on Scotland’s roads
· In 1962 (the earliest year for which a figure is readily available), there were roughly 775,000 vehicles licensed in Scotland, whereas in 2003 the vehicle population stood at 2.383 million.  Over the same period, the number of casualties fell from about 26,700 to 18,700.  Thus, whilst the vehicle stock has more than trebled, the number of casualties has actually fallen significantly.

Go to www.scotland.gov.uk/transtat/ras for this report.  Alternatively, hard copies may be bought, price £10.00, from Blackwell’s Bookshop, 53 South Bridge, Edinburgh EH1 1YS; or tel: 0131 622 8283.
Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 - Chapter 2: Licensing and Vehicle Ownership
This chapter was posted on the web in January.  It showed that:
· In 2003 there were around 123,000 new vehicle registrations in Wales.  Over one-third of these occurred in the months of March and September, coinciding with the issue of new registration plates 

· The number of road vehicles licensed in Wales increased by 3% between 2002 and 2003, to 1,547,000.  77% of all road vehicles licensed were cars in the private and light goods category

· Between 2002 and 2003 there was a further 10% increase in the number of licensed motor cycles, scooters and mopeds
· The average age of road vehicles licensed in Wales remained at around 7 years in 2003, and 12% of all vehicles in Wales were registered during or before 1990
· 64% of licensed private and light goods vehicles have engine sizes over 1500cc
· 76% of households in Wales had access to a motor vehicle in 2003

· Estimates for 2002/03 suggest that 82% of men and 58% of women hold a full car driving licence 

· The number of disabled parking badges issued to individuals rose by 4% between 2002 and 2003 to over 203,000. 
Contact:  Tel: 029 2082 5085 or E-mail: stats. transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk.  For further information go to Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 - Chapter 2: Licensing and Vehicle Ownership
Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 - Chapter 11: Air Transport
In 2003 there were around 49,000 aircraft movements at Cardiff International Airport, 1% fewer than in 2002.  Other main points for 2003:
· Freight handled rose by 70% from 2002

· The total number of passengers using the airport increased by 35%, to 1.92 million
· 98% of domestic passengers travelled between Cardiff and Belfast, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Prestwick or Jersey

· Passengers to Spain and the Canary Islands together accounted for 57% of all inter-national air passenger traffic to and from the airport 

· The number of passengers travelling to and from France increased by over 40,000 (94%) 
· Contact:  Tel: 029 2082 5085 or E-mail: stats. transport@wales.gsi.gov.uk.  For further information go to Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 - Chapter 11: Air Transport


News

The Railways Bill 

The Bill that follows the ‘Future of Rail’ White Paper was published in November.  A new Rail Group of around 250 - 280 staff will be set up within the Department for Transport to support Ministers as they set the strategic direction of the railway, monitor performance, sponsor rail investment and let franchises.  The Bill and Explanatory notes are available via the DfT web site .  The Bill would: 

· Allow for the abolition of the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) and the transfer of its strategic responsibilities and financial obligations to the Secretary of State

· Bring the regulation of all aspects of the rail industry together under the Office of Rail Regulation (ORR) as a single independent public regulator, which will encompass safety, performance and cost regulation
· Provide for increased responsibilities for the Welsh Assembly Government on the provision of passenger services; and in Scotland provide for greater responsibility for rail to the Scottish Executive, including an extended role with regard to infrastructure
· Replace the complicated contractual arrangements that exist with Passenger Transport Executives (PTEs) in England by a streamlined, more flexible approach.  PTEs will be able to be co-signatories to rail franchise agreements.  Transport for London (TfL) will have the equivalent powers as PTEs for the provision of passenger services in London

· Revise the current procedures to allow funders to make sensible decisions between rail, light rail and bus in furtherance of integrated transport policies
· Reform the Rail Passengers Council to become a stronger, more independent national body reporting directly to the Secretary of State.
Car tax evasion
The results of the latest Roadside Survey of Car Tax Evasion in Great Britain, published in December, show that there are now nearly 700,000 fewer untaxed vehicles on our roads than two years ago, leading to improved road safety for all road users and saving the taxpayer £77m a year.  The introduction of the DVLA’s Continuous Registration scheme has played a significant part in reducing car tax evasion from 4.8% in 2002 to 3.4% today.  The Government is also pressing ahead with linking the police to the Motor Insurers’ Database, allowing them to target uninsured drivers.
Continuous Registration began on 1 January 2004. Motorists who fail to tax their vehicles within the month are identified from the Driver and Vehicle Licensing Agency (DVLA) computer database and automatically receive an £80 penalty.  There is no longer any need to spot an unlicensed vehicle on the road.  The law change was introduced in order to reduce the number of untaxed vehicles on the road - now estimated at 1.24 million.  As car tax can only be purchased with a valid insurance and MOT certificate (if required), reducing the number of untaxed vehicles means reducing the number of vehicles without insurance and MOT.  This benefits other road users by contributing to road safety. 
£1.6 billion investment in local transport

Local transport in England is set to benefit from a £1.6 billion investment in 2005/06, Transport Secretary Alistair Darling announced in December. 

Over the last 5 years the Government has invested over £8 billion to deliver local transport improvements across the country.  This includes over £2.5 billion to improve the state of local roads, halting decades of under-investment.  This year’s settlement includes: 

· Approval of 3 new major public transport schemes
· Final approval of 7 existing major local transport schemes
· £660m for highway maintenance
· £552m for new local integrated transport schemes
· £407m for major schemes.


Advertisement

CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING

AIR TRANSPORT GROUP
Lecturer in Statistics and Forecasting

£25,120 to £36,288 per annum

The Air Transport Group consists of 13 staff and is part of the School of Engineering located on the Cranfield campus.  The Group offers full and part-time MSc courses in air transport management, as well as Doctoral research degrees. It has an extensive programme of industry short courses and is very active in research and consultancy.  We are looking for you to strengthen the Group’s knowledge and teaching capability, in statistics, operations research and forecasting techniques.

You will be expected to have a good university degree, and a sound knowledge of statistics, operational research and forecasting techniques, which have preferably been applied to the air transport or related industries.  In addition, you will be expected to assist with the Group’s research and consultancy activities.

You will be required to teach on relevant courses that the Group offers.  Thus previous lecturing experience would be beneficial although training and development in this area can be provided.

Application forms and further details are available from the Human Resources Department, Cranfield University, Cranfield, Bedford MK43 0AL.  E-mail: hr@cranfield.ac.uk.  Alternatively, telephone our 24 hour Recruitment Line on +44 (0)1234 750111 extension 2000, or go to www.cranfield.ac.uk/hr quoting reference number C/4051B.

Closing date for receipt of applications: 

4th March 2005

* * *

Advertisement

CRANFIELD UNIVERSITY

The 4th International Forum on Air Transport in Remoter Regions

Stockholm, Sweden, May 24 - 26 2005

In order to sustain satisfactory levels of economic development and political cohesion, it is essential that remoter regions have access to convenient and affordable air services.  Policy makers, airline and airport managers, associated infrastructure suppliers and other interested parties face major financial and operational challenges in providing air services to these areas.  The aim of this Forum is therefore to provide an opportunity for those responsible for managing and regulating air transport services and infrastructure in remoter regions to discuss common problems, contrast different policy approaches, and evaluate and debate potential solutions. 

The Fourth Forum will cover the following themes: 

· Public service obligations 

· Issues in the management of small airports in remoter regions 

· Linkages between air transport and economic development 

· Setting appropriate safety standards at airports 

· The impact of low cost carriers
· Availability of replacement aircraft
For more details see: http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/soe/airtransport/remoteregion  or contact

Dr George Williams
Director, Centre for Air Transport in Remoter Regions
Tel: +44 (0) 1234 754239 
Fax: +44 (0) 1234 752207
Email:g.williams@cranfield.ac.uk

Seminar: The International Passenger Survey (IPS) and its use by Government and travel sector

There were two speakers at this seminar, held at  Great Minster House on Wednesday 17 November: David Savage, Social and Vital Statistics Division, Office for National Statistics; and Fred Hitchins, Director of IRN Research.
David began with a brief account of the IPS’s history, from its beginnings in 1961 covering just three routes (Heathrow, Gatwick and Dover) for tourism and balance of payments data, through to its current extended coverage of 4 major airports, 10 residual airports (with two more to be added in 2005), 11 seaports and the Channel Tunnel (both Eurotunnel and Eurostar).  The current policy is to sample passengers at all airports with over 250,000, and all seaports with over 50,000, international passengers per quarter; though exceptions are made when justified by cost or passenger profile (for example, at London City Airport, whose importance for business travel outweighs its relatively small throughput).

The sample is designed to be representative over a quarter, and care is taken in looking at monthly data.  1 in 500 passengers are interviewed on average, split equally between incoming UK residents and departing overseas residents.  This leads to oversampling of departing passengers, as there are well over twice as many visits overseas by UK residents (59.4 million in 2002) than visits to the UK by overseas residents (24.2 million in 2002).
The sampling technique is fairly standard across all airports:  IPS staff set up a sampling line and sample every nth passenger that crosses this line between 06.00 - 23.00 each day, with variations dependent upon flights.  For seaports and sea routes interviews are carried out throughout the day:
· On the quayside, sampling every nth person in a road vehicle or every nth person proceeding on foot
· On some routes (eg, Portsmouth-Cherbourg), arrivals are interviewed when boarding ferry
· Also sample and interview on board ferries, with interviewers placed at each boarding point noting the description of each nth passenger, then - once the ferry has left dock - locating and interviewing the passenger concerned on board.
Eurostar foot passengers are interviewed at Waterloo and Ashford between 06.30 - 20.30; and every nth passenger on Eurotunnel vehicles are interviewed on board the train between Cheriton and Coquelles throughout the day.
The sample size is insufficient to identify immigrants adequately.  For this purpose extra shifts are run with small sampling intervals, usually 1:10 or 1:20.  When migrants are identified they are given a full questionnaire and the data passed to the Migration Statistics Unit at ONS for analysis.

Interviews last on average for 2-4 minutes, and there are different versions for each type of journey (air, sea, Eurostar and Eurotunnel).  There are two kinds of interview:

· The long version for main flows (UK residents arriving, overseas residents leaving) where questions are asked on country or town of residence; nationality; purpose of visit; length of stay; country visited (for UK residents); spend, earnings and towns stayed in (for overseas residents); spend on alcohol and tobacco, non-core questions, sex and age

· The short version for contra-flows (UK residents leaving, overseas residents arriving), where the questions asked are: country or town of residence; nationality; purpose of visit; intended length of stay; migration; non-core questions; sex and age
 After collection the data are keyed in on shift, coded and edited (to some extent on shift, but also at HQ where a team of coders and editors complete the data cleaning).  Then a series of weights are applied:
· Monthly: from BAA for airports (using CAA data for some non-BAA airports): Dft for all seaports; and Eurotunnel and Eurostar

· Quarterly: from CAA data for all airports; and Dft, Eurostar and Eurotunnel, subject to adjustment due to late returns

· Annually: traffic data as for quarterly, but subject to occasional adjustment due to late returns; also additional data – Irish land border information; Channel Islands expenditure data; rail and cruise information
Finally the weighting is adjusted for imbalance and expenditure data imputed (eg, for people on package holidays).  The data are now ready for analysis.
For both questions and data, clients include:

· ONS - National Accounts, Migration Statistics Unit

· Government Departments - Department for Culture, Media & Sport; Home Office; HM Customs & Excise; and Dft

· VisitBritain

· Welsh Tourist Board

· Scottish Executive

There is a long gestation period after the first requests for questions come from clients, during which - amongst many other things - pilot studies are made, questionnaires designed and distributed, field work undertaken.  Finally the results are published:

· initially in Overseas Travel and Tourism - First Release, a monthly provisional snapshot look at a limited range of figures, which can be accessed on www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk= 8168; and also, for the time being, as tables of travel from nationals of the accession countries.  See Visits to the UK from the enlarged EU on www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=12222&More=n
· The quarterly Business Monitor MQ6 Transport Travel and Tourism contains more detailed information, but no text.  It includes reason for visit, country of residence or country visited, mode of travel, and associated expenditure.  See www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk= 1905&More=n
· Travel trends presents the main annual results of the IPS, including long-term and short-term trends.  www.statistics.gov.uk/statbase/Product.asp?vlnk=1391 should get you there
· Travelpac gives aggregated data from 1993 onwards

David then screened several tables of analysis relating to travel in 2003 and discussed the main deliveries:

· Balance of payments: monthly, quarterly and annual figures on income and expenditure, with some regional information and breakdown as to source
· VisitBritain, with regional analyses on tourism in the UK to help target marketing

· HM Customs & Excise, with quarterly and annual data on the cost to UK residents of alcohol and tobacco in the EU

He concluded with a look at the future.  Certain areas will be upgraded in a statistical modernisation program:
· Imputation of fares and expenditure

· Small revisions to weighting procedures

· Ensuring all data validation is done speedily
· Revising methods used to impute missing information, to produce more consistent data
He then asked for questions.  There were many, from which I picked up the following points:

· No attempt is made to reconcile UK data with notionally comparable data from other countries, as the basis of collection varies widely.  For example, there is a marked difference between the UK and Spanish figures of travel between the UK and Spain.  The UK has the advantage of being an island, whereas Spain has land borders to complicate matters.  There is a particular problem with Hong Kong, in that many flights arrive in the UK out of hours
· The response rate to questionnaires is around 81%; but only a very few passengers, probably less than 5%, refused to cooperate.  Substitutions are not made where non-response occurs: the integrity of the sampling method has to be maintained
· The non-core questions mentioned above were put in on behalf of particular clients: eg, questions on tobacco for HM Customs & Excise; questions on distance travelled by overseas residents within the UK for the Dft
· All interviews are held face-to-face.  There is no intention to go down the route of self-completion, and no incentives are needed to improve the survey response rate.

· 230 to 250 thousand interviews p.a. are completed

· At some sites, such as Heathrow and Gatwick, interviews are held every day; but at smaller sites, maybe only 3-4 days a month

· The 95% confidence limits given in the published data are derived from purely statistical formulae - no account is taken of non-sampling errors

· Data on the different types of air fare  - economy, first class, etc - are collected

· When UK residents visited more than one country the one listed is the one in which they spent the most time
· The introduction of new sites - such as Stansted as a main port in 2004, and Liverpool and Prestwick as residual ports in 2005 - impacts on the weighting but not the interviewing
· The IPS costs £3.8 million p.a.

· It is quite difficult to get reliable information about expenditure: interviewees may be prompted about credit card purchases, ATM visits, etc.  Some imputation may be necessary to split out the various components of package deals

· IPS does not cross-check its figures against figures provided by other sources, though the Migration Statistics Unit may do so
· The IPS tries not to compromise on quality, but concentrates on its two core elements: migration and balance of payments.  It is resisting attempts to get it to collect more tourism statistics

· In comparison with the CAA, IPS has a bigger sample and better sampling techniques (it has no truck with CAA’s quota sampling methodology!); CAA is good on starting points of journeys to airports, but IPS will improve in this area

· Re international comparisons of data gathering à la IPS, it would be invidious to allocate either gold medals or wooden spoons to overseas statistical offices.  Having said that, Spain and Canada have good reputations, as do a number of other countries
* * *

After a break for refreshments Fred Hitchins talked about the use of IPS by the travel sector.  He began with a few words on his firm’s background.  IRN has been a marketing agent (one of only two) for the IPS since 1994, and has now had ten years’ experience in analysing and supplying IPS data, tailored to the needs of customers whose requirements cannot be met by any of ONS’s publications.  His presentation covered eight main areas:
· Access to IPS data 

· Major uses of IPS data 

· Major trends - Overall 

· Major trends - Independent travel 

· Major trends - Short breaks 

· Major trends - Low cost airlines 

· Origins and destinations 

· Interlining

As Fred has put his presentation virtually complete on IRN’s website http://www.irn-research.com/ I shall say no more here.  But if readers without access to the internet would like more details, please get in touch with me at the address below.

Again, from the questions asked the following points were elicited:

· Airline information is collected, but not analysed by individual airline: the IPS isn’t interested in which airlines are used by passengers

· IRN can only up to a point, using port user data, identify individual markets (such as, say, the London to Paris short breaks market).  Detailed origin/ destination data are very difficult to get

· IPS will give information on journeys with one intermediate point (e.g. London to Hong Kong via Frankfurt); but cannot cope with more than one intermediate point

News of members

During the 13 weeks ended Friday 4 February 2005, no activities of members that may have a direct influence on the provision or analysis of transport statistics have been reported.

Dates for your diary

	16 Feb 2005

14.30
	Seminar in Great Minster House on Urban Transport Benchmarking: a European dimension, with speakers from Transport & Travel Research Ltd and Emilia Romagna in Italy

	16 Mar 2005

14.30
	Seminar in Great Minster House on Transport & the environment


Seminars are also being planned on the National Travel Survey (NTS), Recent developments in transport statistics, Ports and maritime statistics, Congestion, and Safety.  Details will be given as soon as confirmed.



Next newsletter

Please send contributions for Newsletter 69 to:

J M Woods

43 Church Lane

Lower Bemerton

Salisbury

Wilts SP2 9NR

Tel: 01722 422169

Email: liswoods@aol.com


Appendix: 

Future Statistical Publications

A schedule of publications to be produced during the next 6 months by Transport Statistics, DfT, is given below.
3 Feb    Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Third Quarter 2004 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
10 Feb  Traffic in Great Britain: Q4 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
24 Feb   Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q4 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadfreight.stats@dft.gov.uk
24 Mar  Sea Passenger Statistics: Q4 2004
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
31 Mar  Bus Quality Indicators: Q3 2004/05
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Mar P    Statistical Release on Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2004
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Mar P Focus on Personal Travel
An in-depth report approximately every 3 years.  For further information E-mail mailto:national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Apr P    Traffic Speeds in English Urban Areas: 2004
A biennial bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
28 Apr  National Road Maintenance Condition Survey: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
5 May  Road Casualties in Great Britain: Quarterly Provisional Estimates: Fourth Quarter 2004 (Experimental)
An experimental quarterly series.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
12 May  Traffic in Great Britain: Q1 2005
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
26 May Road Goods Vehicles Travelling to Mainland Europe: Q1 2005
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:roadfreight.stats@dft.gov.uk
May P  Transport of Goods by Road in Great Britain: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P Vehicle Licensing Statistics: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail vehicles.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Provisional Port Statistics: 2004
An annual statistical release.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  Vehicle Speeds in Great Britain: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail mailto:maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
May P  UK Seafarer Statistics: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Jun Sea Passenger Statistics: Q1 2005 
A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail maritime.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
23 Jun  Bus Quality Indicators: Q4 2004/05 

A quarterly bulletin.  For further information E-mail bus.statistics@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jun P Road Casualties in Great Britain: Main Results: 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadacc.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jun P   Survey of Van Activity: 2004.
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadfreight.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jul P Road Traffic Statistics 2004
An annual bulletin.  For further information E-mail roadtraff.stats@dft.gsi.gov.uk
Jul P  National Travel Survey: 2004 provisional results 
First statistical release of provisional key results.  For further information E-mail mailto:national.travelsurvey@dft.gsi.gov.uk
* * *

Below is a similar schedule of publications to be produced over the next 6 months by the Transport Statistics Branch, Scottish Executive.
Mar  Bus and Coach Statistics 2003-04
trends in service provision (vehicle-kms), passenger journeys and receipts, availability of services, views on them, and use for commuting
Mar  Scottish Household Survey Travel Diary results for 2003
travel by adults: purpose, means of transport, distance, duration, time of day and day of week, drivers' experience of congestion, parking arrangements
Apr  Travel by Scottish residents: some National Travel Survey results for 2003 and earlier years
journeys made by all members of the household (including children)

Jun  Key 2004 Road Accident Statistics
provisional numbers of accidents and casualties by severity, casualties by type of road, and child casualties, including recent trends

For more information about any of these publications please contact Scottish Executive Transport Statistics Branch on 0131 244 7255
* * *

The National Assembly for Wales (NAW) proposes to publish the following key statistics over the next 6 months:

	Feb 
	     Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 – 
Chapter 5: Motoring Offences

Chapter 10: Sea Transport

Chapter 13: Tourism

	Mar 
	     Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 – 
Chapter 6: Personal Travel

Chapter 8: Public Service Vehicles

Chapter 9: Rail Transport

	Apr 
	     Welsh Transport Statistics 2004 – 
Chapter 12: Finance and The Economy

Chapter 14: Great Britain Comparisons

	Jun 


	Road Casualties, 2004

Welsh Transport Statistics 2004


For further information please contact NAW.

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